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CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES  

July 9, 2018 

 

       ROLL CALL: Russ Evans, Pat Holman Joel Profitt, Skate Pierce, Belinda Larsen, John Murray. Mayor 

Lawrence absent, Mayor Pro Tem Pierce presiding. 

STAFF:  Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper, PWD Poole, Clerk Austin, Attorney Richardson. 
 

AGENDA CHANGES: None 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes of the June 25, 2018 Regular Meeting were approved as distributed.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

A. From the Public: None 
 

B. From Mayor: Mayor Pro Tem Pierce advised that applications for vacant Council position were on the 

website, at City Hall, and in the lobby.  Applications will be accepted until 5:00pm on July 27, 2018.  
 

C. From Staff or Employees: Chief Cooper thanked the citizens of Clarkston for 4th of July fireworks usage. 

Clarkston Fire Department responded to only one report of a fire. Chief Cooper advised that it would be good to 

ban all aerial fireworks. He commented that we had a wet spring and cool weather which has helped to keep fire 

danger lower. He advised that there were a lot of fireworks this year that left a ton of debris in the streets causing 

the City to invest time and funds in cleanup.  
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Finance/Admin: Councilmember Murray reported that the Committee reviewed Ord 1604 and approved the bills 

for payment.  Total expenditures for the July 9, 2018 period of $657,271.79. MOTION BY MURRAY/EVANS 

to approve the bills as read. Motion Carried 

Public Safety: Councilmember Larsen reported that the following notes are her own observation and not 

necessarily those of the gentlemen that accompanied the group on the Asotin County Jail tour.  There were also 

two other gentlemen with us on the tour but I don’t have their names.  We took this tour as an opportunity to 

become more informed as to why we have a group of people meeting every month to discuss a new jail.   

Our group took a tour of the Asotin County Jail.  What an eye opening experience!  It is nothing less than 

shocking, embarrassing, saddening, humbling, and a very “scared straight” tour without meaning to be.  There 

is crumbling, stick it and fix it with a wad of gum and some shoestring, make do’s with what we have, and so 

much overcrowding!  In my opinion, this is not a jail that can be fixed.  Also in my own personal opinion, we 

need to do everything we can to continue to move forward in finding a solution to this dilapidated structure.  

Building a jail that is big enough to house not only our inmates but those from surrounding areas so that we can 

receive an “income” is truly the smart way to go.   

Public Works: Councilmember Pierce reported that the Committee discussed that the City is looking at vacation 

of property owned by the City that is currently an alley that is unused by the City.  The City has no plans for 

future use.  Proceeds from the sale of the property are required to be used for open spaces (parks) or public 

transportation projects. The 2018 street project is currently out for bid.  The bid opening will be July 19th at 11am.  

The bid will be awarded at the July 23rd council meeting, and the project will begin soon after. 

Asotin County will do a traffic count survey on 5th, 6th and 7th Streets, between Bridge and Fair Street.  This 

will include a speed study on 7th Street, so we have a baseline for current traffic before any construction begins 

on the future Fair Street. entrance. 

Outside Organizations: Councilmember Pierce will be attending the upcoming PTBA meetings in the absence 

of Brian Kolstad.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None 

 

 



 

July 9, 2018, Regular Meeting 2 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Ordinance 1604 – Amending 14.06 Sewer Collection and Disposal Charges (Finance/Admin) 

1st Reading, vote will be at next meeting. 
 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Councilmember Murray received a complaint regarding the temporary signs that 

Big Lots had placed at the entrance to Clarkston in the park on City leased property. Murray asked Chief Hastings 

if the Police could remove the signs. Chief Hastings advised that if the Police were informed, they would remove 

the signs.   
 

PRESS QUESTIONS:  None 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Meeting adjourned at 7:15p.m.  

 

 

__________________________        __________________________________________ 

Steve Austin, City Clerk       Monika Lawrence, Mayor 

 
 

Total Fund Expenditures, 07/9/18 Ck # 66587-66654 $139,528.53 

Payroll 07/05/18 Ck # 66557-66586 $258,871.63 

 


