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CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES  

June 10, 2019 

 

       ROLL CALL: Russ Evans, Pat Holman, Skate Pierce, Joel Profitt, Belinda Larsen, John Murray and Melyssa 

Andrews.  

STAFF:  Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper, PWD Poole, Clerk Austin. 

 

AGENDA CHANGES: Add Personnel to Executive Session. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes of the May 28, 2019 Regular Meeting were approved as distributed.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING: Fireworks Ordinance 

 

Mayor Lawrence opened the Public Hearing at 7:05 p.m.   

 

Councilmember Larsen presented Council with the information on the proposed Ordinance to amend the 

Fireworks Code.  

 

Mayor Lawrence opened the floor to comments from the public.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Stephen Michalec, 634 9th Street 

Vincent Tsang, 837 5th Street 

Wendy Stelmack, 2nd Street near Beachview Park 

Sgt Bo Tanner, 600 10th Street  

Benjamin Harrington, 719 Vista Ave, Lewiston 

Jill Eckberg, 1126 5th Street 

Robert Dunn, 1040 Bridger Lane 

Shane Harrington, 1522 Alder Ave, Lewiston 

Mike Stover, 1264 Elm Street 

 

Discussion by Council: Councilmember Murray asked the department heads how much employee overtime is 

charged for the July 4th Holiday, specifically, what is the expense to the City. Chief advised that the Fire 

Department spent less than $3,000.00 including volunteers and reserves in 2018.  PWD Poole advised that the 

Street Department spends around 4 hours setting out barriers for the community display at the High School and 

pays a few hundred dollars. Chief Hastings advised that the Police Department staffs everyone, both full time and 

reserve officers and spends less than $3000. Murray asked if there would be a change in operations with a change 

in the ordinance? Chief Hastings advised that the department would continue to staff everyone for the next several 

years. Councilmember Pierce commented that the department would probably have to keep everyone staffed on 

on the 4th of July.  Councilmember Holman asked if extra staffing would be needed on the other days surrounding 

the 4th. Chief Hastings advised that the Police Department would be fully staffed with no officers given the days 

off, but not at the levels needed on the 4th of July. Chief Cooper advised that the Fire Department doesn’t staff 

additional on the 2nd or 3rd but do call in personnel if there are fires. The impact on fireworks in 2020 will not be 

big, it will be a year focused on public education, with the impact coming in 2021. Councilmember Evans 

commented that the concern started with Lewiston enforcing the aerial ban. It worked, because it made everyone 

come to Clarkston for lighting off fireworks. He advised regarding taking people’s freedoms away, that this is 2 

square miles. You can go anywhere you want out of the City limits to light fireworks. Councilmember Larsen 

advised that she liked Mr. Stover’s idea to have construction companies bring in bins to fill with water. 

Councilmember Pierce confirmed that there would be discussion during the reading of the ordinance. Mayor 

Lawrence confirmed this. Councilmember Andrews thanked all speakers, with a special thanks to Sgt. Tanner for 

his service. She also thanked the business owners and the citizens that wrote and commented. 
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The public hearing was closed at 7:36 p.m. 

 

  

COMMUNICATIONS:   

A. From the Public:  Alice White, 742 13th Street 

Kevin Nolette, 928 16th Street 

Benjamin Harrington, 719 Vista Ave, Lewiston 

 

B. From Mayor: Mayor Lawrence announced an open house on improvements to the Clearwater 

Memorial Bridge tomorrow at 4pm-7pm at the Red Lion from the Idaho Transportation Department. The Mayor 

met with valley garden groups from Idaho that has members in Clarkston. They had a convention and Mayor 

Lawrence welcomed them to our Valley. We had our 2nd farmers market at Beachview Park with quite a few 

people attending. The director said that there will be many more vendors this Saturday from 8am-12pm. Mayor 

Lawrence also announced that Chief Cooper would be retiring on June 18, 2019.  There will be a retirement party 

at the Fire Department beginning at 4pm.  

 

C. From Staff or Employees: None 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Finance/Admin: Councilmember Murray reported that the Committee reviewed and approved the bills for 

payment. Total expenditures for the June 10, 2019 period of $719,839.51 and the May EOM period of $25.00. 

MOTION BY ANDREWS/EVANS to approve the bills as read. Motion Carried 

Public Safety: Councilmember Larsen reported on the June 4th meeting. Chief Hastings and the rest of the jail 

committee had the opportunity to visit and tour the Skagit County jail facility.  It is currently a 400-bed facility 

with the capability to expand to 800.  There are separate “pod units” to house different populations of inmates.  

There is also a medical area, visitors’ area, courtroom and classroom areas.  The next step for the committee is 

to request and accept some requests for qualifications for a consulting architect group.  Maybe before that step 

can happen, we need to have interlocal agreements between the Cities of Asotin, Clarkston and Asotin County.  

Also, the committee will take a look at a timeline and media campaign to educate the public on the need for a 

new jail.  The Police Department has always worked with the Boys and Girls Club to redistribute abandoned 

bikes the department has collected over the past year.  This year, there will be possibly over 70 bikes to donate. 

Chief Hastings informed the Committee that a donation the department has received has helped in partnering 

with Asotin County, City of Asotin and Garfield County in purchasing redaction software. Chief Hastings 

returned from a meeting with WASPC – while there, he received a tremendous number of legislative updates 

including new training mandates for the department. Chief Cooper reviewed the 2018 budget and expenditures 

as he prepares to retire.  One of his biggest concerns is volunteer participation and retention. We will also need 

to vote on the GEMT payment that is included in the agenda. Chief Cooper would also like our committee to 

address open burning policy.   

Public Works: Councilmember Pierce reported on the June 4th meeting. Danielle Evans from the Farmer’s 

Market gave us an update on the market, with banners and feedback from the first weekend of the market.  

There were some concerns about ADA accessibility.  PWD Poole informed us that compacted gravel is ADA 

compliant, we could use some Magnesium Chloride.  Turnout was estimated to be much higher than previous 

years.  With many vendors selling out early.  We’re going to compile a list of wants and needs from the 

Farmer’s Market to improve the experience. The Committee received an update on the WWTP transfer.  The 

Mayor, Director Poole, Clerk/Treasurer Austin and Attorney Richardson met with representatives from Foster 

Pepper to discuss contract details. We got a letter awarding us the grant for the Energy Efficiency project.  The 

total project will cost $209,911.  The grant is valued at $52,695.  The total cost to us will be $157,216 with a 

later rebate of $23,915.  There are a number of concerns and considerations that we need to assess before we 

proceed with this.  We should have a discussion as a full council on whether we should just pay for the audit fee 
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and decline the grant.  Or, try and budget to cover the costs.  This was an in-depth conversation, and the finer 

details will be covered in council. The 2019 Street Maintenance Project bid opening was done today.  It is 

recommended that we award the project to Poe Asphalt, with a change order to remove the Alley Overlay to get 

it within the projected costs. We received a letter from Chip Wahlberg taking issue with the cost of the alley 

vacation.  Each of the quit claim deeds were already approved by council. The committee is directing PWD 

Poole to move forward with a draft RFP to submit to Attorney Richardson, regarding the property at Bridge and 

Confluence Way. The Department of Commerce has requested that we update our ordinances regarding 

Resource Lands and Critical Areas.  We are going to revise the existing ordinance 17.85 to include the state 

language. We have a request for a supplement to the existing contract with Don Brigham concerning his work 

on our Comprehensive Plan Update.  The cost of $4000 has already been budgeted.  

Outside Organizations: Councilmember Murray advised that the Asotin County Stormwater Meeting was held 

today asked PWD Poole for the update. PWD Poole advised that the Stormwater Secretary has retired, and the 

new hire is working well. The Stormwater Interlocal Group is looking at projects including the design on Poplar 

and 7 & 8th Streets that the City was going to go to bid on next year, but Stormwater might be able to handle the 

work this year. The Stormwater program is going well, and they were able to secure funding for projects from 

the Department of Ecology. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

A. Ordinance 1625, Budget Modification, 2nd Reading (Finance/Admin) MOTION BY 

EVANS/MURRAY to adopt the ordinance. Motion Carried. 

B. Ordinance 1626, Amend CMC 17.01.040, 2nd Reading (Public Works) MOTION BY 

HOLMAN/PROFITT to adopt the ordinance. Motion Carried. 

C. Ordinance 1627, Amend CMC 17.10, 2nd Reading (Public Works) MOTION BY 

MURRAY/PROFITT to adopt the ordinance. Pierce townhouse. PWD Poole, yes add language to code and 

relax extra square footage. Motion Carried. 

D. Ordinance 1628, Amend CMC 17.15, 2nd Reading (Public Works) MOTION BY 

LARSEN/ANDREWS to adopt the ordinance. Motion Carried. 

E. Ordinance 1629, Amend CMC 17.20, 2nd Reading (Public Works) MOTION BY 

EVANS/HOLMAN to adopt the ordinance. Councilmember Andrews asked if this completely removed fencing 

from the ordinance. PWD Poole advised that it put fencing in a new ordinance. Motion Carried. 

F. Ordinance 1630, Adopt CMC 17.21, 2nd Reading (Public Works) MOTION BY 

PROFITT/ANDREWS to adopt the ordinance. Councilmember Larsen asked PWD Poole if fencing that is 

currently not in compliance will have to be changed.  PWD Poole advised that they will be grandfathered in. 

Motion Carried. 

 G. Ordinance 1631, Amend CMC 9.16 Fireworks, 2nd Reading (Public Safety) MOTION BY 

LARSEN/HOLMAN to adopt the ordinance. MOTION BY ANDREWS/PIERCE to amend the ordinance to 

strike section two and leave section one. Councilmember Pierce advised that his position has not changed. He 

said that section 2 does nothing to assist public safety. The amount of physical or property damage from 

fireworks that remain legal or that remain illegal, and restricting the sales of legal fireworks in town, drives 

people to shops that will sell illegal bottle rockets and firecrackers. Illegal fireworks with ground bloom flowers 

and sparklers cause 64% of property damage. Restricting usage to the 4th of July is a compromise. Banning 

aerials is not a compromise. Councilmember Murray advised that he agrees with Pierce. A total ban would 

make enforcement on County-City border almost impossible. Andrews advised it would also make it difficult 

for the County, and it did not seem viable to go after homeowners. The vote on the amendment to strike section 

2 was 4-3. Evans, Holman and Larsen voting Nay. Motion to amend Carried. Councilmember Murray asked 

Chief Hastings if there had been any tickets for illegal fireworks written in last two years. Chief Hastings 

advised that he didn’t have the numbers because it had not been requested. He advised that enforcement is 

difficult in the middle of the night. It is hard to find where the fireworks are coming from. Lewiston is a good 

example; the fireworks problem is now minimal. Councilmember Andrews asked for more community 

involvement like construction companies providing bins and she mentioned that the Boy Scouts came forward 
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with an offer to help clean up. Murray asked Attorney Richardson if striking section 2 changed the dates of 

sales. Attorney Richardson advised that it did not, sales are covered in section 1. Larsen encouraged sellers to 

pay attention to sale dates and inform the public to help keep the City clean. The vote on the Amended Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: MOTION BY LARSEN/HOLMAN to approve the consent items. Motion Carried 

A. GEMT Annual Provider Participation Agreement (Public Safety) 

B. Addendum Exhibit B to Service Agreement: Don Brigham (Public Works) 

C. 2019 Street Maintenance Bid Award: Poe Asphalt (Public Works) 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

A. Discussion on Dept of Commerce Energy Efficiency Grant (Public Works) PWD presented Council 

with information on Energy lighting project.  He advised that we have to notify Department of Commerce if we 

are going to accept the grant. MOTION by PIERCE/PROFITT to decline the grant and pay the audit fee. Profitt 

advised that this is not money wasted, it provided a valuable study that we can act on without the grant. Pierce 

advised that we can change the lights ourselves to LED and save money. It is something the City needs to act 

on, but it would be crippling to accept the grant. He advised that no department could take $50,000 out of the 

budget to fix lights.  Motion carried.  

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Councilmember Andrews advised she was pleased that a compromise was reached. 

Pierce commented that everyone needs to clean up mess. It is horrible in the streets and around the schools. 

Andrews will ask if we can get buckets donated for citizens to use to clean up the mess.  

 

PRESS QUESTIONS:  Tribune Reporter Sandaine clarified that there was a vote to amend, then a full vote. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Mayor Lawrence advised that the Council would be in executive session regarding 

Negotiations and Real Estate for 15 minutes beginning at 8:20pm. She advised that no action would be taken in 

executive session. At 8:35pm the session was extended for 5 minutes. The session ended at 8:40pm. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40pm.  

 

 

 

__________________________       __________________________________________ 

Steve Austin, City Clerk     Monika Lawrence, Mayor 

 

Total Fund Expenditures 6/10/19 Ck # 68546-68612 $409,155,10  

Total Fund Expenditures May EOM  $25.00 

Payroll 6/5/19 Ck # 68518-68544 $310,684.41  

  


