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CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES  

April 9, 2018 

 

       ROLL CALL: Pat Holman, Russ Evans, Joel Profitt, Skate Pierce, John Murray, Brian Kolstad. 

Belinda Campbell excused on a motion by PIERCE/KOLSTAD 

STAFF:  Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper, PWD Poole, Clerk Austin, Attorney Richardson absent, Trae 

Turner attending on his behalf. 

 

AGENDA CHANGES: Add Mayor’s appointments to P&Z Commission as Item C under New Business, 

and the contract for Professional Hearing Examiner for the P&Z Commission as Item D under New 

Business. Councilmember Pierce advised that the City needs to declare an emergency at the Waste Water 

Treatment Plant. Declaration added to Item E under New Business. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes of the March 26, 2018 Regular Meeting were approved as 

distributed.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

A. From the Public: Michelle Peters, Visit LC Valley. Update on Cruise boat activities. Welcoming 

and greeting committees at the dock when ships come in to answer questions from the visitors. Peters 

provided information and pictures of the seven cruise boats that visit the LC Valley. She advised that if 

anyone wanted to be a volunteer they could contact Visit LC Valley.  Last year we received 21,000 cruise 

boat visitors. Councilmember Kolstad asked if the Alaska departure would effect the Cruise traffic. Peters 

advised that we have many visitors that could use a flight right now every day. 

Alice White announced old-fashioned community day in Vernon Park on July 4 sponsored by the central 

committee of Asotin County Republicans. There will be FFA/4H boosters will be there as food vendors 

and hosting activities for the kids: gunny sack races, three-legged race, bean bag toss, and lawn bowling. 

They are hoping to incorporate watermelon seed spitting contest and an exhibition of square-dancing and 

other displays.  

 

B. From Mayor: None 

 

C. From Staff or Employees:.PWD Poole advised that there is a sidewalk project pre-bid meeting 

tomorrow at 10:30 am. There will also be a meeting tomorrow on the schedule for the Southway Bridge 

design and construction. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Finance/Admin: Councilmember Murray reported that the Committee discussed the Amendment to 

Ordinance 1601, adding the Consent Agenda and Press Questions (Agenda Item), The Asotin County 

Fiber RFP (Agenda Items), and the contract for Planning & Zoning Hearing Examiner (Agenda Items). 

The bills were reviewed and approved for payment.  Total expenditures for the March 26, 2018 period of 

$436,959.89. MOTION BY KOLSTAD/HOLMAN to approve the bills as read.  

Public Safety: Councilmember Evans reported that Chief Hastings advised that the Corps of Engineers 

has requested increased patrols around the bike path with the main focus being the Clarkston beach. This 

extra focus would consist of officers working overtime or their days off to accomplish this. The total 

price would be $5291.52. This is something the Police Department does every summer.  There have 

been a few pedestrian accidents the last week or so involving children. Chief Hastings has spoken with 

KLEW TV and they have agreed to get the message out for pedestrian safety. Officer Morbeck will also 

make his rounds at Clarkston Schools emphasizing the importance of paying attention and being aware 

of your surroundings. Chief Hastings will instruct his officers to stop and educate parents when they see 
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children playing in the street.  Chief Hastings suggested that it is time we look at traffic calming devices, 

such as portable speed humps. Riverview Blvd, Southway Bridge area entering Clarkston and 8th and 

Fleshman would be good starters.  The Asotin County Jail Committee is still meeting and has plans to 

visit the jail at the Tri Cities or possibly at the Skagit County Jail to get some ideas. CCI Operations 

Director Bill Mackleit wrote a thank you letter to the Clarkston Police Department for their 

professionalism and compassion in handling a recent case.  

Chief Cooper praised the mutual aid agreement that we have with nearby cities and counties. It has kept 

the valley a much safer place since reinstituting the agreement. The Clarkston Fire Department deployed 

our firemen to Lewiston three times in one day last week, and they would do the same for us. 

Councilmember Evans advised that a couple of weeks ago, David Robbins saw a young boy jump from 

the bridge.  Robbins jumped in and saved the boy from drowning. David Jacks with the Veterans of 

Foreign Wars approached Chief Hastings and advised that they are going to present David Robbins with 

a lifetime achievement award. Evans reported that the boy that jumped from the bridge is doing well, 

and has recovered. 

Public Works: Councilmember Pierce reported that the City had a power failure at the WWTP that lead 

to damage to equipment. A truck clipped a wire on Commercial Way that knocked out power to the 

plant. When our emergency auto-dialer tried to call out to inform sanitation workers of the power 

outage, it was unable to access a line to call out. When workers arrived at work the next morning, the 

Headwater Pit (the initial collection pit for sewage in the plant) was nearly filled to the point where it 

could have flooded into the river. The sewage destroyed control boxes and entered conduit. There are 

lots of continuing problems because of the damage. We’ve had to use lots of labor to manage the pits. 

Pump functions are now operated manually. We need to improve our auto-dialer system. We need to 

move the controls out of the pit to prevent future damage to them from a similar instance. We need the 

council to declare an emergency in order to speed repairs and bypass the bidding process. 

The City needs to start the process to study our sanitation rates. We need to make sure that we are 

covering all costs and future plans solely with rates, to maintain a self sufficient operation.  

We were awarded $15,000 in reimbursement for the former municipal pool demolition. There is a 

chance for more funds if other municipalities don’t use all of the funds that were awarded to them. The 

Sidewalk project bids are out. Bid opening is 4/19/18. The bid will be awarded at the following council 

meeting. Letters have been sent to property owners informing them of their options.  

The Relight Washington Project, switching the decorative lights and cobra heads to LED on 6th Street, is 

moving forward. The Grantham Safe Routes to Schools Grant is awaiting a National Environmental 

Protection Act (NEPA) study to be performed. Once this is complete, the project is completely shovel 

ready, pending financing. Our hearing examiner for variances and conditional use hearings needs an 

updated contract. We can just renew his previous contract. There is a boundary line adjustment for the 

former Hay’s Produce lot being completed. The Planning and Zoning Commission is working on our 

Comprehensive Land Use Master Plan. We need to recruit and assign a citizens committee to work on 

the plan with Keller and Associates on the Transportation Master Plan. Director Poole is working on our 

2018 road maintenance project. We have quite a few permits for work performed on gas furnaces and 

gas water heaters where the local heating company failed to get their work inspected by the city. There 

are 34 permits that are uninspected. This represents a real danger to the public. Public works is in the 

process of changing the way that the inspections are done allowing for more complete coverage. 

Director Poole would like to expand his summer hiring program to include two new positions. One for 

code enforcement and streets and another for help in the department office. All positions are seasonal 

and part-time. 

Outside Organizations: Councilmember Murray advised that the Regional Stormwater Management 

Team met today. PWD Poole attended and advised that funds were received to purchase a new street 

sweeper for Regional Stormwater. The Department of Ecology will be releasing the new rules for the 

Stormwater permit. The rules should not be as rigorous as previous, since we don not get as much rain 
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as the west side of the state.  There will be an emphasis on online reporting and point source control. 

Councilmember Evans advised that the EMS Council will meet tomorrow. Councilmember Profitt 

advised the SEWEDA Board meeting would be tomorrow morning also.  The Mayor advised that the 

MPO meets this Thursday. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
A. Ordinance 1594 – International Building Code, 2nd Reading (Public Works) Motion 

by MURRAY/EVANS to approve ordinance. Motion carried. 

 B.  Ordinance 1595 – International Existing Building Code, 2nd Reading (Public  

Works) Motion by PROFITT/HOLMAN to approve ordinance. Motion carried. 

 C. Ordinance 1596 – International Mechanical Code, 2nd Reading (Public Works) 

Motion by EVANS/HOLMAN to approve ordinance. Motion carried. 

 D. Ordinance 1597 – International Property Maintenance Code, 2nd Reading (Public 

Works) Motion by PROFITT/EVANS to approve ordinance. Motion carried. 

 E. Ordinance 1598 – International Residential Code, 2nd Reading (Public Works) 

Motion by PROFITT/HOLMAN to approve ordinance. Motion carried. 

 F. Ordinance 1599 – Uniform Plumbing Code, 2nd Reading (Public Works) Motion by 

MURRAY/KOLSTAD to approve ordinance. Motion carried. 

 G. Ordinance 1600 – Energy Code, 2nd Reading (Public Works) Motion by 

PROFITT/HOLMAN to approve ordinance. Motion carried. 

 H. Amendment to Ordinance 1601 – Insert Consent Agenda & Press (Finance/Admin) 

Mayor Lawrence explained the addition of the Consent Agenda and the Questions from the Press 

Additions. Motion by PIERCE/EVANS to approve amendment. Motion carried. 

 I. Ordinance 1601 – Amend 2.08.05, Council Meeting Agenda 2nd Reading  

(Finance/Admin) Motion by PIERCE/KOLSTAD to approve ordinance as amended. Motion carried. 

 J. Authorization to Accept WCIA Risk Reduction Grant (Finance/Admin) Motion by 

EVANS/PROFITT to accept the grant. Motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 A. Authorization to Accept Asotin County RFP for Leased Metro Ethernet 

(Finance/Admin) Clerk Austin explained the RFP that Asotin County initiated to have a county-wide 

Ethernet/fiber project. Motion by MURRAY/KOLSTAD to accept the RFP conditions. Motion carried. 

B. Authorization for 2018 FIT Radio Grant Application (Public Works) PWD Poole 

explained the 2018 FIT Radio Grant that would provide $10,000 toward an outdoor fitness area at 

Beachview Park. Motion by KOLSTAD/PIERCE to apply for the grant. Motion carried. 

C. Approval of Appointments by Mayor to Planning & Zoning Commission. Mayor 

Lawrence advised that Bill Rowland has been appointed to replace Jim Merrill until the expiration of his 

term in 2019. Motion by PROFITT/HOLMAN to approve appointment. Motion carried. Gayla Filler is 

currently serving and was appointed for another term that will expire in 2023, Motion by 

KOLSTAD/PIERCE to approve appointment. Motion Carried. Robert Gilbertson is also currently 

serving and was appointed for another term, expiring in 2020. Motion by MURRAY/KOLSTAD to 

approve appointment. Motion carried. 

D. Approval of Contract for Planning & Zoning Professional Hearing Examiner 

Services (Finance/Admin) Motion by MURRAY/KOLSTAD to approve contract. Motion carried. 

E.  WWTP Emergency Declaration. PWD Poole advised that this will allow the City to use 

Flerchinger Electric to address the issues from the recent power outage and flooding without going to 

bid on the project, so that the WWTP can be repaired as soon as possible.  The City has contacted WCIA 

and filed a claim for damages and reimbursement. Motion by PIERCE/PROFITT  to declare an 

emergency at the WWTP. Councilmember Murray asked if there was a time frame stipulated by the 
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declaration.  PWD Poole advised that it should be specific to the damages incurred to the Headworks 

that occurred from the flooding a week ago. Councilmember Kolstad asked who hit the line. PWD Poole 

advised that a truck operating in storage area off Commercial Way that snagged a line in the Port area 

shutting down the power in that area of the Port. Motion to amend the motion on the floor to specify it is 

for the repair of the headworks by PIERCE/KOLSTAD, Move to approve the amendment by 

MURRAY/HOLMAN. Motion carried. Motion as amended carried. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Councilmember Murray announced he was glad that the City has adopted a 

Consent Agenda. Councilmember Pierce asked if we could include the payment of the bills on the Consent 

Agenda.  Clerk Austin will research to see what can be added to the Consent Agenda. 

   

PRESS QUESTIONS:  None 

  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Meeting adjourned at 7:58p.m.  

 

__________________________        __________________________________________ 

Steve Austin, City Clerk       Monika Lawrence, Mayor 

 

Total Fund Expenditures, 04/9/18 Ck # 66025-66106 $143,915.86 

Payroll 04/5/18 Ck # 65990-66022 $293,044.03 

 


