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CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES  

April 9, 2018 

 

       ROLL CALL: Pat Holman, Russ Evans, Joel Profitt, Skate Pierce, Belinda Campbell, John Murray, 

Brian Kolstad excused on a MOTION BY CAMPBELL/MURRAY. 

STAFF:  Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper, PWD Poole, Clerk Austin, Attorney Richardson absent, Trae 

Turner attending on his behalf. 

 

AGENDA CHANGES:  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes of the March 12, 2018 Regular Meeting were approved as 

distributed.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

A. From the Public: None 
 

B. From Mayor: Mayor Lawrence advised that Jim Merrill retired from P&Z after 15 years, so there 

is a vacancy on the Planning & Zoning Commission. Applications are available at City Hall and on the City 

website. WCIA has provided an Anti-harassment training video that is being viewed by all employees. The 

Fire Department has completed the training. The Police Department and Public Works are currently going 

through the video training. The MRSC Budget Training Workshop webinar is coming up for those 

councilmembers that had registered.  
 

C. From Staff or Employees: Chief Cooper advised that there had been a significant fire in Lewiston 

that triggered Automatic Aid. It was a single room fire at the Red Lion. The system worked well in this 

example and should continue to work well in the future. PWD Poole advised that 400 bluegill were 

introduced into the water clarifier at the Waste Water Treatment Plant this afternoon. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Finance/Admin: Councilmember Murray reported that the Committee discussed the Interlocal 

Agreement with the Port (Agenda Item), The Funding Authorizations with Apollo/DES (Agenda Items), 

the Trans Alta Energy and Solar Grant Applications (Agenda Items) and Ordinance 1601 that cleans up 

language regarding the consolidation of the Council Committees. The bills were reviewed and approved 

for payment. Total expenditures for the March 26, 2018 period of $222,495.54. MOTION BY 

CAMPBELL/HOLMAN to approve the bills as read.  

Public Safety: Councilmember Campbell reported that Chief Cooper announced that Captain Dan 

Sokoloski will be retiring March 31st after having served our community for over 28 years. Chief 

Cooper submitted the following: Captain Sokoloski has taken a step back from grant writing over the 

years but the combined efforts of Firefighter Ben Schuster and Chief Cooper have continued to garner 

grants for the department. Adjustments will need to be made for his retirement. The Chief has completed 

testing and will make his recommendation to the Mayor to fill this position. Then the testing for a new 

firefighter will begin again. This is a process that is usually handled through the local Civil Service 

office. The Chief would like to think about stepping outside the boundaries of the local office and 

advertising on a National level. Our local Civil Service office is not receiving enough applications to fill 

positions. This would have to be a joint agreement between the Police and Fire Departments. Chief 

Hastings seemed agreeable to the suggestion. Chief Cooper has ordered the last of the SCBA bottles for 

the year. Most of them will have a 5 year life expectancy. As they are very costly to replace, the Chief 

continues to look for grants to pay for these in the future. Some of the new Firefighters attended 

additional training at the Hammer training facility that included search and rescue, and fire control. Our 
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fire department was called out March 20th along with City of Lewiston Fire Dept. to assist Asotin 

County Fire Dist. #1 with a house fire on Perry Lane. 

Chief Hastings submitted the traffic closures from the Alive After Five group. Alive After Five will take 

place Thursday, June 14th, July 12th and August 9th. The street closures will be from 3:30 to 9:00. 

Active Shooter Training, presented by Homeland Security, took place in Pullman. This event welcomes 

the entire state of Washington and included Idaho this year as well. Chief Hastings was happy to 

announce that our school district met all the requirements in active shooter preparedness. Chief Hastings 

had mentioned the option of purchasing a Cactus Sink a couple of meetings ago. This is a sink that helps 

in compacting and disposing of prescription drugs that are brought to the police station. The House 

passed a bill that requires drug manufacturers to be responsible for drug waste. The Chief would like to 

wait and see how and when this program will be implemented, before we purchase a Cactus sink. The 

Asotin County Jail Task Force met for the first time and Chief Hastings was in attendance. An agenda of 

what the needs and costs could be was created. In recent history, Nez Perce County and Kitsap County 

have both built new jails. They have been successful in paying for these new jails with income from 

other Cities and Counties “renting” space for their inmates from these bigger jails. This is an option that 

may help Asotin County to pay for a new jail. Kitsap County may come and present to this group. 

Chief Cooper praised the mutual aid agreement that we have with nearby cities and counties. It has kept 

the valley a much safer place since reinstituting the agreement. The Clarkston Fire Department deployed 

our firemen to Lewiston three times in one day last week, and they would do the same for us. 

Public Works: Councilmember Pierce reported that the Committee had an Ordinance review. All 

ordinances have included a reference to Clarkston Municipal Code 1.01.110(1)(A). The creation of Civil 

Infractions for code violations has been instituted and normalized across all city code violations. 

Violations will now be met with a monetary fine, rather than the threat of jail time. The following are 

the codes to be considered: 

a) Adopt 2015 International Construction Code, getting us into compliance with State Energy Code ICC 

b) Adopt 2015 International Building Code ICB 

c) Adopt 2015 International Existing Building Code IEBC 

d) Adopt 2015 International Mechanical Code, specifically concerning HVAC systems. IMC 

e) Adopt 2015 International Property Maintenance Code. IPMC 

f) Adopt 2015 International Residential Code. IRC 

g) Adopt 2015 Uniform Plumbing Code. 

These will need to be updated in 2020 to the 2019 Codes 

An entrance to WalMart from Fair St, and the approach from 5th St were discussed. The sidewalk 

project will be advertised for bids by next week. We advertise each zoning change in the newspapers for 

2 weeks at a cost of $200 per week. And, we have had lots of zoning changes recently. This has depleted 

our budget for zoning advertising and we are going to go over budget. The money can easily be moved. 

As we restructure our fees, in the future, the cost of a zoning change will need to be increased 

dramatically to pay for these ads and other costs. The WWTP Hydrostol pump failed and took out other 

equipment with it. We need to have this pump rebuilt. The quality on the last rebuild was lacking, so the 

pump has been shipped to a new company to be rebuilt. Estimate on repair costs is coming. 

The Annual Public Works Day is May 24, 2018 from 9am-2pm. City facilities will be open to schools so 

that local students can observe our facilities and operations. We will also hand out information on Fats, 

Oils and Grease to inform the public better on this issue. The LCVMPO Draft on the scope of the 

Transportation Master Plan was reviewed and revised. The plan may require a few thousand dollars 

more from Clarkston City to ensure that our entire road inventory in included in the planning and 

analysis. 

 

Outside Organizations: Councilmember Pierce attended the Public Health Board. He reported that if 

there was more money, more could be done. The State board will meet June 14th at the Quality Inn. 



 

April 9, 2018, Regular Meeting 3 

Councilmember Holman advised that the LEOFF 1 board met to discuss payment to retirees for costs 

not included in the reimbursement schedule. The current reimbursement policy is not very well defined. 

Clerk Austin will write a draft policy on reimbursements to present to the board. The board is scheduled 

to meet again on June 19th. Councilmember Evans advised that the cruise boat transportation committee 

will meet tomorrow. He mentioned that Neil Cavuto on Fox News is advertising about the Lewis Clark 

Experience from the Cruise Boat. Evans said that PWD Poole had mentioned instituting a passenger 

facility fee. Councilmember Campbell advised that she met with the Cruise committee. The committee 

will prioritize the wants and needs to get a list of action items. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
 

A. Ordinance 1593 – Zone Map Change 801 Elm Street, 2nd Reading (Public Works) 

PWD Poole advised that this was a request to have Smitty’s Barrel rezoned. Motion by 

CAMPBELL/EVANS. Motion Carried. 

B. Interlocal Agreement – Port of Clarkston Lodging Tax Funding Request 

(Finance/Admin) Motion by HOLMAN/EVANS. Motion Carried. 

C. Funding Authorization, Project 2018-198 A (1) – Apollo Energy Solutions/DES 

(Finance/Admin) Motion by PIERCE/PROFITT. Motion Carried. 

D. Funding Authorization, Project 2018-198 B (2) – Apollo Energy Solutions/DES 

(Finance/Admin) Motion by PIERCE/CAMPBELL. Motion Carried. 

E. Trans Alta Solar Grant Application (Apollo Energy Solutions) Approval 

(Finance/Admin) Motion by PIERCE/CAMPBELL. Motion Carried. 

F. Trans Alta Energy Grant Application (Apollo Energy Solutions) Approval 

(Finance/Admin) Motion by PIERCE/HOLMAN. Motion Carried.  

 

NEW BUSINESS:  
A. Ordinance 1594 – International Building Code, 1st Reading (Public Works) Vote 

will be next Council Meeting. 

 B.  Ordinance 1595 – International Existing Building Code, 1st Reading (Public Works) 

Vote will be next Council Meeting. 

 C. Ordinance 1596 – International Mechanical Code, 1st Reading (Public Works) Vote 

will be next Council Meeting. 

 D. Ordinance 1597 – International Property Maintenance Code, 1st Reading (Public 

Works) Vote will be next Council Meeting. 

 E. Ordinance 1598 – International Residential Code, 1st Reading (Public Works) Vote 

will be next Council Meeting. 

 F. Ordinance 1599 – Uniform Plumbing Code, 1st Reading (Public Works) Vote will be 

next Council Meeting. 

 G. Ordinance 1600 – Energy Code, 1st Reading (Public Works) Vote will be next 

Council Meeting.  

I.  Street Closure Request – Alive After 5 (Public Safety) Chief Hastings explained that 

Nelly Broadcasting is hosting Alive after Five again this year, and has submitted a request and plan for 

street closure for the events. Both Chief Cooper and PWD Poole are in support of the street closure. It 

will also have to be approved by the State. Motion by PIERCE/CAMPBELL. Motion Carried. 

J.  Planning & Zoning 2017 Activity Report Submission (Public Works) PWD Poole 

presented Council with the 2017 Activity Report. Motion by MURRAY/HOLMAN to accept and 

approve the report. Motion Carried. 
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COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Councilmember Pierce suggested that the City look into adopting a consent 

agenda. Councilmember Evans mentioned that David Pfnister and Jerry Winehart were instrumental in 

stopping a fire in Lewiston. He recommended that something be done for them. A Letter of Commendation 

authorization was motioned by EVANS/CAMPBELL. Motion Carried. Pierce asked Clerk Austin about 

the total cost of the included items on the energy grant, and the number of years that it would take to 

recoup those costs. Clerk Austin advised that the cost is higher, but Apollo Energy and the State DES have 

advised that without those items, the grant could not be applied for. 

   

PRESS QUESTIONS:  None 

  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Meeting adjourned at 7:47p.m.  

 

__________________________        __________________________________________ 

Steve Austin, City Clerk       Monika Lawrence, Mayor 

 

Total Fund Expenditures, 03/26/18 Ck # 65953-65988 $89,088.92 

Payroll 03/20/18 Ck # 65934-65951 $133,406.62 

 


