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CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES  

December 23, 2019 

 

       ROLL CALL: Skate Pierce, Pat Holman, Steven Ebert, Belinda Larsen, Melyssa Andrews, Russ 

Evans, and John Murray.  

STAFF:  Chief Hastings, PWD Poole, Clerk Austin. 

 

AGENDA CHANGES: Add Item D: Interlocal Agreement for EMS to Consent Agenda:  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes of the December 9, 2019 Regular Meeting were approved as 

distributed.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   

A. From the Public: None       

B. From Mayor: Mayor Lawrence advised that she attended a technical advisory meeting 

with Keller & Associates regarding the Bridge/2nd/Diagonal Interchange. There will be a meeting soon 

with the business stakeholders. On Saturday December 14th, she attended a ceremony at Vineland 

Cemetery with Reach Across. Wreaths were placed on the graves of veterans. Their mission is to 

remember, honor and teach. There were about 200 people there for the ceremony. On December 16th 

PWD Poole & Mayor Lawrence met with the Army Corps regarding dam breaching. There will be a public 

meeting on the dams with a workshop at Quality Inn on Jan 7th from 6-9pm. On December 19th she 

attended the Washington legislative send off. Local representatives were in attendance. One item of 

discussion was the legislation that Chief Baskett had talked about previously addressing the crossing of 

state lines for EMS services. The representatives said they would sponsor the bill. Mayor Lawrence 

commended Clerk/Treasurer Austin for his hard work complying with the State Audit after being given 

for only 6 days’ notice.  

C. From Staff or Employees: Clerk Austin advised Council that the 2019 Triennial State 

Audit had been completed and waiting for the final documents from the State Auditor’s Office.  He also 

advised that the City is preparing to go live with the State Business Licensing Services. This is set to begin 

in March 2020. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Finance/Admin: Councilmember Murray reported that the Committee discussed the consent agenda 

items, unfinished business items and reviewed and approved the bills for payment. Total expenditures for 

the December 23, 2019 period of $235,364.17. MOTION BY ANDREWS/EVANS to approve the bills 

as read. Motion Carried  

Public Safety: Councilmember Larsen reported on the December 16th meeting. After touring the 

Whitcom Dispatch Center, located in Whitman County, both Chief Hastings and Chief Basket have 

written a letter detailing the crisis situation they have witnessed firsthand.  At a 22-employee facility, there 

are currently 10 employees to handle our entire region of Whitman, Asotin, Garfield Counties and the 

cities of Clarkston, Asotin and Pullman.  Current employees have faced, and continue to face mandatory 

overtime during extended periods of time.  They are experiencing low morale due to unrelenting extra 

shifts and demands.   A small excerpt from the letter includes, “Tired and over worked employees will 

miss critical radio traffic at some point.  If communications are missed during a life-threatening event, the 

potential for a catastrophic failure is much higher, possibly resulting in the harm or death to one of our 

first responders." Both Chiefs will continue to monitor the situation and keep the Public Safety committee 

and Council informed. Chief Hastings also shared with us the success of the video doorbell app, 

"ring.com".  When subscribed to ring.com, you are informed when a theft has occurred on the video 

doorbell in your area.  The City of Clarkston Police Department is a subscriber so when a porch theft 
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occurred, the Police Department was notified.  The department reached out to the victim and the criminal 

was apprehended. According to the company of ring.com, although there have been some issues with 

hacking, they have easy fixes to make it virtually impossible to have your app hacked. There will be a 

DUI emphasis patrol again this year throughout the holidays.  Please be safe and make sure you have your 

designated driver lined out for the evening. Chief Hastings also informed us that there will be an officer 

resigning but department is already looking to fill the position so there should be no interruption in service. 

Chief Baskett and the Mayor have been working on the job announcement for Chief Baskett’s impending 

"retirement".  There was a valley wide drill with over the course of a few days that took place at Clearwater 

Paper.  All entities were very pleased with how well our mutual aid and jointing training has developed. 

Also, the Fire Department has been working on updating their Mission, Vision and Values statement.  

Even in draft form, it looks great!   

 

Public Works: Councilmember Murray reported on the December 17th meeting. The committee 

discussed a review of 8th/Elm/Diagonal Street design alternatives. Scott Linga and Andrew Blanchard 

from Keller Associates presented 3 alternatives to reconfiguring the intersection, as well as the “due 

nothing” alternative.  The intersection has the highest crash incident level along the Elm Street corridor.  

The discussion centered around the desired Level of Service (LOS) for Elm and whether the intersection 

could warrant a six-way stop, either with stop signs or with a signal.  Analysis of LOS and stop warrants 

are due after the first of the year. The Committee discussed the National Pollution Discharge Elimination 

System (NPDES) permit. The existing NPDES permit expires in 2021. However, Washington Ecology 

wants a revised application by April 2020.  Director Poole requested approximately $1,200 for a third-

party review of the revised application.  (Agenda item for next year.) There was an update on 

Bridge/Diagonal/2nd Street intersection. The first technical advisory meeting was last week.  Options and 

design alternatives were reviewed.  Public input is pending. For the next Christmas parade, Clarkston 

needs a revised traffic control plan.  Due to unscheduled set-up for the first dancers, we now are 

considering staging floats, etc., to gain better coordination with all concerned. The new dumpsters have 

arrived.  Consideration will need to be given as to whether replacing existing, privately owned dumpsters 

is a gift of city funds. The City Attorney will need to review and advise before going forward. 

Outside Organizations: Councilmember Evans attended the PTBA meeting on December 11th. Three 

new vans were purchased, and two older buses were sold. The budget was approved with an increase in 

wages of 2.5% COLA and a 1.5% step increase for employees. There were 2022 less boarding this year 

than last November. It is believed that cold weather and a good economy is limiting ridership. It appears 

that people are buying cars instead of riding the bus.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

A. Ordinance 1636, 2019 Budget Amendment, 2nd Reading (Finance/Admin) MOTION 

BY LARSEN/PIERCE to adopt Ordinance. Motion Carried 

B. Ordinance 1637, Amend 2.24 Duties and Compensation, 2nd Reading 

(Finance/Admin) MOTION BY HOLMAN/EVANS to adopt Ordinance. Motion Carried 

C. Ordinance 1638, 2020 Budget, 2nd Reading (Finance/Admin) MOTION BY 

EVANS/LARSEN to adopt Ordinance. Motion Carried 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: MOTION BY HOLMAN/MURRAY to approve consent items. Motion Carried 

A. Environmental Impact Statement on Columbia Snake River Operations (Finance/Admin) 

 B. Resolution 2019-24, Non-Represented Salaries (Finance/Admin) 

 C. 2020 EMS Levy Certification (Finance/Admin) 

 D. Interlocal Agreement for Emergency Medical Services (Public Safety) 
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NEW BUSINESS:  

A. Review of Livestock Ordinance (Finance/Admin) Clerk Austin advised Council that 

there have been requests from the public asking for clarification on the livestock ordinance as it pertains 

to goats. Councilmember Murray suggested that the Public Works Committee could research it further. 

Mayor Lawrence advised that if residents have goats, they are out of compliance with the State, as goats 

are not approved as a service animal. Councilmember Andrews asked if it could be handled like the 

chicken ordinance. She recommended that it be handled as a non-nuisance with rules setting limits of 

ownership. The Mayor advised that Council needs to determine if they want the City to be more urban or 

rural when considering allowing more animals in the city limits. Murray advised that Clarkston is not a 

large urban area, but larger cities like Seattle, Tacoma, etc. do allow for goats. Councilmember Evans 

asked if the Council could just take a yea or nay vote. PWD Poole advised that the current livestock 

ordinance was passed between 1902 and 1906. Only dogs and cats are allowed, all other animals are 

considered livestock. He advised that places like Walla Walla and Ellensburg have set the minimum lot 

size 10000-15000 square feet for goat ownership. However, most lots in the City are only 5000 square 

feet, making this a higher density than the Heights or Lewiston Orchards. PWD Poole advised that the 

Planning and Zoning Commission chose to keep the ordinance as it was for this reason. He advised that 

the State recognized only two service animals: dogs and miniature horses. The State doesn’t make 

accommodations for comfort animals. Andrews asked Chief Hastings how hard it would be to enforce a 

limit of two goats in the City. Chief Hastings mentioned that it would be similar to when chickens were 

allowed. The overall effects are minimal. He advised that the problems with goats are noise, the tendency 

to escape a lot, and they destroy fences. The Mayor advised that when Council made the decision on bees 

and chickens, it took months to determine the outcome. It is not a fast process. Councilmember Larsen 

asked if the question goes to committee would Public Works be willing to take this on, as she does not 

feel that they should be allowed. Councilmember Pierce advised that after Public Works had discussed it, 

they saw no need to forward to Council as they did not feel that goats should be allowed in the City. 

Murray advised that the Planning Commission also did not want to allow goats, so there were two levels 

of review. Pierce advised that he did not feel that this needed to go forward asked for a consensus on 

whether to refer it to Committee or leave the ordinance as it is written. The consensus of Council was to 

leave the ordinance as written. 

B. Administer Oath of Office: Monika Lawrence; Skate Pierce; Belinda Larsen; Melyssa 

Andrews; Steven Ebert. Clerk Austin administered the oath of office to newly elected officials. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Councilmember Andrews thanked the public for support and the votes and 

wished all a Merry Christmas. Murray commented that if there were multiple residents that were wanting 

to have goats allowed, he may have been amenable to change, but didn’t want to change for a singular 

benefit.  Andrews agreed that if more were interested, it would be a easier decision. 

 

PRESS QUESTIONS:  None 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: None 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm.  

 

__________________________      __________________________________________ 

Steve Austin, City Clerk     Monika Lawrence, Mayor 

 

 Total Fund Expenditures 12/23/19 Ck # 69620-69698  $97,712.91 

Payroll 12/20/19 Ck # 69612-69619   $137,651.26 


