


CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
December 12, 2011

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

       COUNCIL:
Beadles				Lawrence
Lomen						McLaughlin, absent
Nash, excused 	 			Smith
Warren

STAFF:
Chief Cooper				Chief Hastings
PWD Martin				Clerk Storey
City Attorney Grow

AGENDA CHANGES:
	Councilmember Beadles announced that Mark Greene of Lancer Casino would like to address council regarding Ordinance No. 1500 when it comes up for reading. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MOTION BY BEADLES/LOMEN to approve the minutes of the November 28, 2011 Regular Meeting, November 16, 22 & 29, 2011 Budget Workshops and December 6, 2011 Special Meeting.  Motion carried

COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public
B. From the Mayor
Mayor Engle announced that the next meeting will be on Tuesday, December 27.
C. From Staff
Chief Cooper said that the fire department will be providing CPR training to city staff on Tuesday. 
Clerk Storey addressed council regarding the USDA loan for the WWTP upgrade. Marty Canatsy called today to inquire the status and said that the city could hold the loan open until bids are in. Storey said we have secured all the funding the engineers have estimated the project will require. If we were to need additional funding from USDA it would most likely require a new application with a bank and a long process for bank approval. Storey commented that the bid documents will include some items as bid additives so the project cost can be adjusted by choosing which of those to include. She said increasing the funding would also require more rate increases to meet debt service. Council directed Storey to decline the USDA loan guarantee.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
. 	Finance Committee:
	Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved.  MOTION BY BEADLES/LOMEN to authorize payment of the bills, total expenditures for December 12, 2011 of $630,594.01.  Motion carried.

	Public Safety:
	Councilmember Warren reported that 8 people passed the civil service test, but one dropped out due to a conflict. Theft control devices will be installed on the ambulances. Drivers are not obeying the “no right turn on red” at the westbound lane of 5th & Fair. A new sign will be added to improve visibility. An internal audit of the dispatch service is being conducted by Asotin County. City Attorney Richardson will report on the dispatch cost issue to council after the first of the year. Dick Jones has applied to serve again on Public Safety Committee.

	Public Works Committee:
	No report.

	Admin Committee: 
	Councilmember Lawrence said committee discussed the budget with city staff. A document was prepared to share with employees so they will better understand the city’s financial position.

	Community Development:
	No report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
			
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Ordinance No. 1497, 2012 Budget – 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1497 was read by title. 

B. Ordinance No. 1498, 2011 Budget Amendment – 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1498 was read by title. 

C. Port of Wilma, Contract Renewal
Councilmember Lawrence reported that the Port of Wilma contract will be the same terms as prior years. Chief Cooper said the department provides first response for EMS services and fire services. It is a two year contract.  MOTION BY LAWRENCE/SMITH to authorize the contract. Motion carried. 

D. Ordinance No. 1499, Mayor & Council Salaries – 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1499 was read by title.  Clerk Storey asked for clarification on whether council wished to rescind or postpone the pay change. Council wants to keep salaries at the current level and rescind the recent pay increase.
 
E. Ordinance No. 1500, Amend CMC 5.44.020, Gambling Taxes – 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1500 was read by title.  Mark Greene, majority owner of Lancer Casino, addressed the council regarding the tax increase. He said his business is dealing with many of the same issues as the city, increased costs and mandates. Greene said one of the biggest impacts is the increase to the minimum wage. Another impact is unemployment taxes. The casino was reclassified which resulted in a $30,000 back tax bill. He said his business has also been hit by the recession and has experienced some cutbacks in hours and staff. He said they have paid off the previous owners for the purchase of the business and have paid off a bank loan. They have also cleaned up the property. They have an option to purchase the building and the property, but have to raise a down payment by October 2013 to make that purchase. An increase in the tax rate will make it difficult to raise the capital. Greene said they have about 50 employees. He requested that the council leave the tax rate at 6%. He suggested that if a tax increase is needed, it should be spread equally among all the businesses in town, maybe by increasing business license fees. He also suggested that an increase in sales tax would result in about $186,000 for each 1/10% increase. He commented that Clarkston has the lowest sales tax rate in the state, although he understands the impact of being a border city.  Greene said the card room is the only reason the bowling alley can remain open. Greene also asked council to write letters to legislators supporting House Bill 2044, which would allow slot machines in existing card rooms. 

F. Appointment of Dick Jones to Public Safety Committee 
Councilmember Warren said that Dick Jones has served as a citizen-at-large on Public Safety for several years and committee recommends he be reappointed. MOTION BY WARREN/BEADLES to appoint Jones to serve for 2012.  Motion carried. 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:	
	 

MEDIA QUESTIONS:
	Ron Marasko asked what the impetus was for scaling back council salaries. Mayor Engle responded that if council was going to ask employees to sacrifice, they had to be first to do the same.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:   
Union Negotiations
Council adjourned to executive session to discuss union negotiations at 7:47 p.m. Session is anticipated to be about 45 minutes. No decision is anticipated as a result of the session. Council returned to open session at 8:40 p.m.  No action was taken.

A special meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, December 14 at 3:00 to continue executive session discussion of union negotiations. 
	
ADJOURNMENT:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting adjourned at  8:41 p.m.


__________________________    		  __________________________________________
Vickie Storey, City Clerk			Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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