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CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES  

December 10, 2018 

 

       ROLL CALL: Russ Evans, Pat Holman, Belinda Larsen, Skate Pierce, Joel Profitt, John Murray and Melyssa 

Andrews. 

STAFF:  Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper, PWD Poole, Clerk Austin, Attorney Richardson. 

 

AGENDA CHANGES: Add Item G, Resolution 2018-12 to Consent Agenda. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes of the November 26, 2018 Regular Meeting were approved as distributed.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   
A. From the Public: None 

B. From Mayor: None 

C. From Staff or Employees: None 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Finance/Admin: Councilmember Murray reported that the Committee discussed Contracts on the agenda, 

Ordinances 1612-1613, Resolution 2018-11 & 2018-12, and approved the bills for payment. Total expenditures 

for the December 10, 2018 period of $441,667.84. MOTION BY ANDREWS/EVANS to approve the bills as 

read. Motion Carried 

Public Safety: Councilmember Larsen reported on the December 4th meeting. Chief Steve Cooper updated the 

committee on the Systems Design contract – we are one paragraph and 2 words away from completing a final 

contract. Chief Cooper also wanted to remind the committee of the discussions we have held regarding an 

increase in compensation for volunteers and reserves.  These increases are something we will discuss during our 

budget meeting on Thursday night. The Jail Advisory Committee joined us to give us a presentation on what 

they have been working on since their formation.  I think all of us were impressed by what they have 

accomplished to this point.  They have collected data, toured other facilities, and researched what works, what 

doesn’t.  I would like to share an outline of the “Problem Statement” presented to us:  Asotin County has the 

longest inmate length of jail stay of 39 days versus an average of 16 days in all of the state of Washington.  

With an average daily bed rate of 53 inmates at a cost of $74 per inmate per day, it is costing Asotin County 

over 1.5 million annually. When originally built in 1984, the jail was designed to house 14 inmates.  14.  

Somehow, some way, we have created space for 47 beds.  Now we are housing, on average, 53 inmates.  For 

the overflow, we have to find and pay for “beds” at other facilities at a projected cost of $150,000 for 2018.  

This overcrowding of our facility creates a safety issue for both the inmates, the security staff and our 

community as 98% of the jail population are felony-related inmates. This committee has been tasked with 

finding solutions, determining what is causing the bottleneck of inmates with a stay of over 16 days.  With our 

needs exceeding our capacity, how can they make what we currently have, continue to work while searching for 

a permanent solution.  Some potential solutions would include, improving the flow of our judicial system, a 

modular expansion of the current facility, building a regional facility. The Jail Advisory Committee would like 

to present jointly to the full Clarkston and Asotin City Councils.  At that time, we can discuss the options that 

may be available. Thanks to the committee for this informative presentation. 

Public Works: Councilmember Pierce reported on the December 4th meeting. He advised that the Beachview 

pool removal project is nearly complete. The Bridge, Diagonal and 2nd St. project has been moved up by MPO 

as a priority to 2019. The City can send out an RFP for the design soon.  Hopefully the City will have a 

completed design by December 2019 so that construction can begin soon in 2020. The Asotin County Housing 

Authority has reached out to the City to be included in our next citywide sidewalk project. The Public Works 

department will be coordinating with the Housing authority when discussions begin on the project. The State 

electrical inspector informed the City that the architectural plans for the Evergreen Estates indicated that Romex 
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wiring was intended to be used. The City has a specific code preventing this, and, the contractor was informed 

of the potential violation. This code is a means of ensuring the safety of our residents. 

 Outside Organizations: Councilmember Murray advised that the Regional Stormwater Committee met earlier 

today. Murray advised that Coordinator Jeff Wiemer was in attendance at the Council Meeting and could 

answer any questions regarding stormwater proceedings.  Council had no questions for Coordinator Wiemer.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

A. Ordinance 1609, Amending CMC 5.02 Model Business License 2nd Reading 

(Finance/Admin) MOTION BY LARSEN/ANDREWS to approve the ordinance. Motion Carried. 

B. Ordinance 1610, Amending CMC 14.06 Sewer Rates 2nd Reading (Finance/Admin) 

MOTION BY PIERCE/HOLMAN to approve the ordinance. MOTION PIERCE/HOLMAN to amend the 

ordinance. Amendment carried. Motion Carried. 

C. Ordinance 1611, Amending CMC 14.18 Sanitation Rates 2nd Reading (Finance/Admin) 

MOTION BY PIERCE/HOLMAN to approve the ordinance. MOTION LARSEN/PIERCE to amend the 

ordinance. Amendment carried. Motion Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: Motion by MURRAY/EVANS to adopt consent agenda as revised. Motion Carried. 

A. Contract for Indigent Defense Services (Finance/Admin) 

 B. Contract for Professional Consulting Services (Finance/Admin) 

 C. Contract for Ambulance Billing Services (Public Safety) 

 D. Contract for Professional Services – The Wesley Group (Finance/Admin 

E Agreement for Janitorial Services (Finance/Admin) 

F. Resolution 2018-11, 2019 Position Allocation List (Finance/Admin) 

G. Resolution 2018-12, 2019 Non-Represented Salaries (Finance/Admin)  

  

NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Ordinance 1612, 2018 Budget Amendment 1st Reading (Finance/Admin) Vote will be at the 

next meeting. 

B. Ordinance 1613, 2019 Budget 1st Reading (Finance/Admin) Vote will be at the next meeting. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Councilmember Murray advised that the Finance/Admin will meet at 5:30 on 

December 20, 2018 before the next Council meeting. Councilmember Larsen advised that there will be no Public 

Safety meeting on December 18, 2018.  Councilmember Pierce advised that the Public Works Committee will 

meet at the regularly scheduled time of 4:00 pm on December 18, 2018. 

 

PRESS QUESTIONS:  None   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: None  

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Meeting adjourned at 7:24 p.m.  

 

 

__________________________        __________________________________________ 

Steve Austin, City Clerk       Monika Lawrence, Mayor 

 

Total Fund Expenditures, 12/10/18 Ck # 67450-67517 $143,093.01 

Payroll 12/5/18 Ck # 67419-67449 $298,574.83  

 


