


CLARKSTONCITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
November 28, 2011

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

       COUNCIL:
Beadles				Lawrence
Lomen					McLaughlin
Nash, excused 	 			Smith, excused
Warren

STAFF:
Chief Cooper				Chief Hastings
[bookmark: _GoBack]PWD Martin				Clerk Storey
City Attorney Grow

AGENDA CHANGES:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MOTION BY BEADLES/LAWRENCE to approve the minutes of the November 14, 2011 regular meeting. Motion carried

PUBLIC HEARING:
Public Hearing on 2012 Budget
	Mayor Engle opened the public hearing at 7:05 p.m. There was no public comment. The hearing was closed at 7:06 p.m. 	

COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public
B. From the Mayor
C. From Staff
PWD Martin reported that the city received notification today that we will receive a $500,000 grant from the Transportation Improvement Board for the 12th Street improvement project.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
. 	Finance Committee:
	Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved.  MOTION BY BEADLES/LAWRENCE to authorize payment of the bills, total expenditures for November 28, 2011 of $320,164.78.  Motion carried.
	Beadles reported that Chief Cooper met with committee to discuss the budget.

	Public Safety:
	Councilmember Warren reported that new volunteers will be taking EMT training. The city will reimburse them after they complete training.  Committee is reviewing regulations on panhandlers.  
	Mayor Engle suggested that the city move forward with approving formation of a dispatch committee. 
	Councilmember Lawrence asked if there has been any reaction to the new “no right turn” sign at 5th & Fair. Chief Hastings said they usually give people a couple of weeks to get accustomed to the change before they start writing citations.

	Public Works Committee:
	. Councilmember Warren reported that the Iworq’s program is still being reviewed for next year. The stormwater budget may be reduced by about $200,000. We don’t know how that may relate to the city’s expenses. 

	Admin Committee: 
	Councilmember Lawrence said the committee did not meet. But they will be exploring creation of a Transportation Benefit Area. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A. Ordinance No. 1494, Sanitation Rates for 2012 – 2nd Reading
Ordinance No. 1494 was read by title.  MOTION BY BEADLES/LAWRENCE to adopt Ordinance No. 1492.  Motion carried, 4-1, McLaughlin opposed.

B. Ordinance No. 1495, Authorizing Sewer Revenue Bonds – 2nd Reading for Action
Michael King, D.A.Davidson, gave a presentation on the bond process. Michael explained that this is a 30 year bond to partially fund the WWTP upgrade. King explained the importance of obtaining a good credit rating and how it affects the marketability and interest rate.  The city received a AA- stable rating. King read some of the reasons why the city received such a good rating and gave kudos to the leadership of the city and the finance staff.  He expects the bonds to sell quickly when they are offered on Thursday. The bond purchase agreement will be signed by the mayor on December 5. The proceeds for project funds will be $2.1 million.  Bond issue expense and the bond reserve fund will also be funded with the proceeds. 
Ordinance No. 1495 was read by title. MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to approve Ordinance No. 1495.  Motion carried. 

C. Ordinance no. 1496, Sewer Rates for 2012 – 2nd Reading for Action 
Ordinance No. 1496 was read by title. MOTION BY WARREN/BEADLES to adopt Ordinance No. 1496. Councilmember McLaughlin commented that she feels the increase is too steep. Motion failed, 3-2, McLaughlin & Lomen opposed. Discussion of the events leading up to the 10% increase included the fact that a financial plan was adopted that included 10% rate increases for five years to generate enough revenue to meet the debt payments. MOTION BY LOMEN/BEADLES to reconsider.  Motion carried, 4-1, McLaughlin opposed.  
Ordinance No. 1496 was read again by title. MOTION BY WARREN/BEADLES to adopt Ordinance No. 1496.  Motion carried.
			
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Michelle Peters, HCVB, Progress Report and Funding Request
Michelle Peters presented annual funding request for $75,000 from lodging tax revenues. She said that lodging tax revenues have increased about 16% this year in the county. Peters recapped the HCVB revenue sources. Revenue comes from both states and they promote a valley wide emphasis. 
Beadles asked if the winter golfing is still promoted. Peters said they do. Mayor Engle asked if there is a way to even the funding from Idaho so it is more equal to what Clarkston and Asotin County contribute. Peters said there was an increase from Idaho for 2012. Lawrence asked if Clarkston motels are emphasized since we contribute more financing.  Peters said they do get more emphasis. 
McLaughlin asked how plans are proceeding for a new building. Peters said they hope to get a grant writer to search for additional funding. 

B. Kristen Kemak, Funding Request for Chamber
Kristen Kemak, LC Valley Chamber, said the Chamber is requesting less funding this year. This year’s request is $8,580.  The funding will be used to help staff the visitor center, but advertising will be handled by HCVB.

C. Resolution No. 2011-13, Property Tax Levy for 2012 
Resolution No. 2011-13 was read by title.  MOTION BY BEADLES/LAWRENCE to approve Resolution No. 2011-13.  Beadles commented that he is also on a fixed income and doesn’t like property tax increases any better than anyone else.  But the city has obligations that must be met, including wage and benefit increases. The property tax increase will only generate about $8,000.  Motion carried.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:	
	Councilmember Warren said she attended a meeting at the Pautler Senior Center. They are going to apply for a CDBG grant to make improvements to the building. The City would have to agree to be the receiving agency for the grant, which will include monitoring responsibilities.  The Senior Center is looking at ways to minimize the city’s workload on the grant.
	Councilmember McLaughlin said she is concerned with the increases the city is adopting.  She said many people are not receiving salary increases and wonders how they will pay the increases. 
	Councilmember Beadles said he would like to challenge the council so come up with new ideas on how to meet budget constraints. 
	Councilmember Lawrence said she distributed some information from AWC on how some other cities have dealt with budget crises. The solutions included salary freezes, layoffs and hiring freezes. 

MEDIA QUESTIONS:
	 Kerri Sandaine asked what the TIB grant will be used for. PWD Martin said it will be used to resurface 12th Street between Chestnut and Highland. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:   Union Negotiations
Council adjourned to executive session to discuss union negotiations at 8:00 p.m. Session is anticipated to be about 30 minutes. No decision is anticipated as a result of the session. Council returned to open session at 8:40 p.m.  No action was taken.
	
ADJOURNMENT:
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.


__________________________    		  __________________________________________
Vickie Storey, City Clerk			Donna M. Engle, Mayor


	Total Fund Expenditures, 11/28/11
	CK#49561-49604, 06
	$179,802.48

	
	
	

	Total Payroll, 11/15/11
	CK #49540-49560
	$140,362.30



1
November 28, 2011, Regular Meeting
