


[bookmark: _GoBack]CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
November 22, 2010

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, Nash, Lawrence: Lomen, McLaughlin and Smith excused
Staff Present:  City Attorney Grow, City Clerk Storey, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper, PWD Martin

AGENDA CHANGES:  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY BEADLES/LOMEN to approve the minutes of the November 8, 2010 regular meeting and November 3 and November 9 workshops. Motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public 
Doug Bube, 1710 Norman Court, addressed the council regarding a document he authored called the “True Cost of Stormwater”. He said he provided information on the cost per person in Asotin County based on the stormwater budget. He urged the council to review his document.
B. From the Mayor
Mayor Engle said the city will be sending letters to the legislator’s and the governor asking that funding be maintained for the Public Works Trust Fund. 
C. From Staff
Chief Cooper asked the council for authorization to enter into a contract for internship for the LCSC paramedic program. It has been reviewed by the attorney. MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to authorize the mayor’s signature. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

                   	
NEW BUSINESS:
A.  Resolution No. 2010-19, Setting Property Tax Levy for 2011 
Resolution No. 2010-19 was read by title.  Clerk Storey said this resolution authorizes a 1% increase to the property tax levy, but there is an alternate version with no increase ready to substitute.  MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to adopt Resolution No. 2010-19, with a 1% increase. Councilmember Nash said he would normally oppose an increase but he realizes that the need is there. Motion carried

B. Ordinance No. 1478, Sewer Rates – 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1478 was read by title. Clerk Storey said this ordinance reflects the 10% increase recommended by the financial consultant. 

C. Ordinance No. 1479, Sanitation Rates – 1st Reading 
Ordinance No. 1479 was read by title. Storey said the rates will increase by 1.4%, the August CPI rate.

D. Approval – Traffic Safety Grant 
Councilmember Warren said this grant will be used to purchase equipment. Chief Hastings said it will purchase a scanner and printer for a patrol car that does not have one and a scanner to replace one that is not working. MOTION BY WARREN/LAWRENCE to authorize the grant application. Motion carried. 

E. Authority to Proceed with Bid on Public Safety Remodel 
Councilmember Warren asked the council to grant authorization to proceed with bid advertisements once the bid documents are final and approved by Chief Hastings and Chief Cooper. They are expected to be complete by December 1. MOTION BY WARREN/LAWRENCE to authorize proceeding with the bid process. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FINANCE:
	Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for November 22, 2010 of 223,350.78. Motion carried. 
	
COUNCIL COMMENTS:	
	Councilmember Nash wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving... 
			
MEDIA QUESTIONS:  
	Kevin Gaboury, Tribune, asked for some clarification on the property tax levy.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
	Council went into Executive Session at 7:20 p.m. to discuss union negotiations. Anticipated length is 10 – 15 minutes and there will be no decisions. 
	Mayor Engle announced that the budget workshop will begin as soon as this session is over. 
	Council returned to open session at 7:40 p.m.

BUDGET WORKSHOP:
	The workshop opened with a discussion of management wages. There is 4% currently in the budget. Consensus was to reduce that to 3%.
	Storey said the only issue remaining is stormwater. The $359,000 that is Clarkston’s share of the budget will be billed in equal monthly increments. It is not known for sure if the latest grant could be used to offset some of our share, but if it is Clarkston would not be funding a capital reserve as planned. 
	Councilmember Warren said the city does have the option to impose the remaining .2% of optional sales tax, which would generate approximately $350,000. Other options are to reduce expenditures in other areas and possibly remove the aquatic center funding. 
	PWD Martin commented that looking at what other jurisdictions are doing is somewhat non-productive. He said we have been planning since 2007 and have spent over $400,000 on an experienced consultant to design a program specifically for our situation and locale. 
	Councilmember Beadles commented that the budget reflected expenditures of about $205,000 more than actual revenues, with capital outlay removed. 
	Mayor Engle suggested funding stormwater expenses between Current Expense and Current Expense Reserve. Council agreed. 
	Councilmember Warren said that Councilmember McLaughlin had requested one more workshop because she had some ideas to present but could not be at this meeting. Clerk Storey announced that the public hearing on the budget will be on December 6 at 7:00 and there would be an opportunity to make changes at that time. The first reading will not be until the December 13 meeting. 
	
ADJOURNMENT:
Meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m.

__________________________    		  __________________________________________
Vickie Storey, City Clerk			Donna M. Engle, Mayor

	Total Fund Expenditures, 11/22/10
	CK# 46679, 46703-770
	$87,803.50

	Total Payroll, 11/15/10
	Ck #46680-46702
	$135,547.28
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