
CITY OF CLARKSTONPRIVATE 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
November 18, 2013
CALL TO ORDER:

5:30 P.M., Clarkston City Hall, Larry Moser
ROLL CALL:

 Bob Gilbertson, Larry Moser, Jim Merrill
                                                             Excused: Margo McCroskey, John Murray
             


Staff:    Jim Martin, Vickie Storey 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Minutes of the October 7, 2013 meeting were approved on a motion by GILBERTSON/MERRILL. Motion carried. 
REGULAR BUSINESS: 
A. Discussion of updates to Zoning Matrix
Martin explained that there are some areas where our zoning code and the matrix are not compatible. Things are not addressed in the matrix that the city has received inquiries about.  There are also uses in the matrix that indicate a different allowed use than in the zoning description. 
Martin gave a list of some examples for the members to review and consider.

Martin discussed some specific non-conforming uses, such as the dentist office, chiropractor office, and former real estate office in the area of 6th and Highland. There is also a former gas station building on the northeast corner of 6th & Highland that is zoned residential. The city has had numerous inquiries over the years about how that property could be used. He asked the commission to give some consideration as to whether the zoning should be changed. 
Martin said he had some discussion with the Port and they provided some comments. One suggestion was to implement some design standards. The Port is interested in mixed use of ground floor commercial with second floor residential to take advantage of waterfront property. 
Moser said there are lots of potential questions on uses.  He would prefer to see ideas come to the commission in a timely manner and is willing to have more frequent meetings to address them. 

Martin said he had an inquiry from someone who was interested in a number of small separate dwellings on a single property.  That is not allowed in the current code. Martin also mentioned that there are some apartment complexes that don’t meet current zoning. They would not be allowed to increase the number of units under this code. Possibly a conditional use process would work. 

Martin said he has received complaints about fences from a resident who thinks there should be standards for fences. Members were not sure they want to dictate aesthetics. 
Martin brought up a situation that currently exists on a downtown property.  The occupant of a building in the downtown zone has had a business for years converting marine engines.  He would like to purchase a vacant lot to the east and build a warehouse type building, but the use is not allowed. 

The commission said that as these issues come up, they should be addressed right away.  Merrill said addressing some issues we are aware of now would be prudent. 

Martin said he will go through the code and prepare a list of potential changes.  He also asked the commission to think about density and whether some changes should be made. 
COMMUNICATIONS:


Planning Commission: 
Staff:  Martin said that John Murray has changed jobs and cannot get to meetings here before 6:00. Commission was okay with changing the time of the meetings to 6 or 6:30. 
Storey asked the members if they are willing to be reappointed to new terms.  They answered in the affirmative. 

Margo McCroskey informed staff that she is not able to attend meetings until possibly February. She is willing to resign if the commission feels that would be best.  The commission did not want to ask for her resignation and was willing to give her some time. 
ADJOURNMENT:


Meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.      

 







__________________________










Larry Moser, Acting Chair
