


CLARKSTONCITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
July 23, 2012

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Warren, 7:00 P.M.

       COUNCIL:
Beadles			Nash
Provost			Baumberger			
Smith, absent		Blackmon
[bookmark: _GoBack]       Manchester

STAFF:
    Chief Hastings				Chief Cooper
PWD Martin				Clerk Storey
City Attorney Grow

AGENDA CHANGES:
	

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MOTION BY BEADLES/BLACKMON to approve the minutes of the July 9, 2012 Regular Meeting.  Motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public

B. From the Mayor
	
C. From Staff
PWD Martin reported that we recently completed a survey from the Washington Insurance Ratings Bureau with the result that we were upgraded from a Class 5 to a Class 4.  The better rating can help with discounts on insurance. 
PWD Martin reported that there is a residence in the city that has been brought to his attention that may have to be condemned.  More investigation is needed before a determination can be made.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
	Finance Committee:
	Councilmember Provost reported all bills have been audited and approved. MOTION BY PROVOST/BEADLES to authorize payment of the bills, total expenditures for July 23, 2012 of $113,957.16.  Motion carried.

	Public Safety:	Councilmember Beadles said committee met on July 17.  Committee will be making a recommendation on the Quad Cities Task Force Interlocal agreement.  National Night Out will be on August 7 at Beachview Park.  Committee will make a recommendation to approve application for a Recruitment and Retention grant for the fire department. Chief Cooper presented the draft ambulance budget. The EMS Levy is the agenda for action and Cooper is planning a small rate increase for transports. PWD Martin discussed the WWTP upgrade bids with committee. 

	Public Works Committee: Councilmember Nash said committee met and discussed the WWTP upgrade bids. The committee is recommending the mayor sign a letter supporting the Port’s efforts to locate a new high tech firm in the Port District. 
	
	Admin Committee: Councilmember Manchester said committee met on July 23 and discussed the bids for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project. 	

	Community Development: No meeting. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
		
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Interlocal Agreement, Quad City Task Force 
Chief Hastings said the agreement is essentially the same as the past 20 years. It has been reviewed by the City Attorney. MOTION BY BEADLES/BAUMBERGER to approve the Interlocal agreement.  Motion carried. 

B. Resolution No. 2012-08, 2013 EMS Levy 
MOTION BY BEADLES/BAUMBERGER to approve Resolution No. 2012-08.  Chief Cooper explained that the levy was increased to a level that would decrease the subsidy from Current Expense by $25,000.  The levy rate per thousand dollars of property valuation should be about the same as 2012. A small rate increase will be proposed at a later date.  Motion carried. 

C. Authorization for Grant Application, Fire Dept. Recruitment and Retention 
Chief Cooper explained this is another SAFER Grant that is intended for recruitment and retention of volunteers. It covers a four-year period.  It will cover costs of training and incidentals for volunteers.  Cooper said it is the goal to retain volunteers for an average of 7 years. Our current average is about 5.2 years. There are no matching funds required for this grant.  MOTION BY BEADLES/BAUMBERGER to approve the grant application.  Motion carried. 

D. Letter of Support, Port Grant Application 
PWD Martin explained that the Port has requested a letter of support for a possible new manufacturing business that the Port is attempting to bring in.  It is anticipated that this business would bring 40+ family wage jobs.  MOTION BY NASH/BEADLES to authorize the mayor to sign a letter of support.  Motion carried. 

E. WWTP Upgrade Bid Results
PWD Martin said the packet includes bid results for the second round of bids for the WWTP upgrade.  We are not yet prepared to award a bid as bids are still in the review process.  Martin said he is looking for a decision from council as to how many of the bid alternates council is willing to fund and what funding source they want to apply for. Martin said that Williams Brothers appears to be the low bidder.  Martin said the WWTP crew has ranked the alternates in order of importance.  Martin presented two scenarios; one with the top rated alternate only and one that includes the cost if all alternates were to be funded.  Alternate #1 is also the top rated.  It replaces old pumps and the electrical system that operate them. .  Alternate #2 is a converted building for thickening and is ranked #4 by the crew. .  Alternate   #3 is adding a second screw press which presses liquids out of the waste. There is currently one screw press, which runs constantly. It would add redundancy and possibly help with capacity in the future. It was ranked #2. Alternate #4 is for turbo blowers, which adds efficiency. It was ranked #3.  The last alternate is for drying beds that would be used if we could not take material to EKO for some reason. It was ranked #5 by the crew.  Martin said that Stillman Norton of Keller Engineering is here to answer technical questions if there are any. 
Tonight’s discussion is to address the cost of the alternates and the impact on rate payers.  Choosing the full package would mean an increase of about $4 per month in addition to the 10% rate increases we are already committed to. Martin said that Clerk Storey has been searching for funding.  It appears that a DOE construction loan is a good possibility although we would not know for sure until next January or February. Applications are due the first of November and payments don’t begin until the project is complete. Issuing bonds now means we would be paying back money we haven’t even used yet. Martin said he would be looking for a bid award at the next meeting if council decides the scope of the project. 
Councilmember Nash commented that while he understands that the work may need to be done, he is reluctant to put another rate increase on the residents.  Martin said that while it is unrelated to this project, the stormwater management team is considering a possible rate reduction.  That would relieve some pressure on the Current Expense fund, which is subsidizing stormwater expense now. 
Councilmember Provost commented asked Martin what impacts there would be if part of the project were postponed.  Martin said that engineering costs are already included if the alternates are done now, but we would incur additional engineering expense if we do any of the alternates at a later date. 
Councilmember Beadles asked if the base bid covers all the requirements of the Dept. of Ecology.  Martin said it does.  The alternates replace older equipment or address redundancy, energy savings or future capacity. Martin said all the alternates are needs, just not necessary to satisfy the DOE requirements for the project. 
MOTION BY PROVOST/BEADLES to approve the base bid plus all the bid alternates. Beadles commented that it would not make sense to skip the alternates now and then have to go back out to bid in the near future. 
Motion carried. 5-0-1; Baumberger abstained, saying he did not understand. 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:
	Councilmember Nash asked when the ambulance we recently bid on will be received.  Chief Cooper said he has had conversation with the Vashon Island department and they are working out the details of transferring the vehicle. 

MEDIA QUESTIONS:


EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Litigation
	Council went into executive session at 7:28 p.m. to discuss litigation. Anticipated length of session is 10 – 15 minutes and there may be action taken as a result of the session. 
	Council returned to open session at 7:45 p.m.

MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/BEADLES to authorize staff and legal representation to move forward with attempting to negotiate a settlement with Skyline Contractors, Inc and the involved subcontractors to resolve claims pertaining to the Public Safety Building remodel project. Motion carried. 
	
ADJOURNMENT:
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.	


__________________________    		  __________________________________________
Vickie Storey, City Clerk			Kathleen A. Warren, Mayor


	Total Fund Expenditures7/23/12
	CK#51397-98, 51423-72
	$113,957.16

	
	
	

	Total Payroll, 7/15/12
	CK #51399-51422
	$121,181.38
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