


CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
JUNE 27, 2011

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

       COUNCIL:
Beadles				Lawrence
Lomen					McLaughlin
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nash					Smith
Warren

STAFF:
Chief Cooper				Chief Hastings
PWD Martin				Clerk Storey
City Attorney Grow

AGENDA CHANGES:  Councilmember McLaughlin requested that reading of Ordinance No. 1485 be moved to Item B and Item A be a report from Michelle Peters on plans for a visitor center.
Councilmember Lawrence added a report from Admin Committee.
	
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to approve the minutes of the June 13, 2011 regular meeting. Motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public
Mayor Engle asked that Clarkston residents and business owners speak first and then council will take comments from others in the audience. 
Sherrie Duthie, 1249 7th St, commented that the stormwater ordinance calls for testing of stormwater and asked what will be tested and how the water will be monitored.  Mayor Engle said she did think that information is available.  PWD Martin said he believes that the testing language was included in anticipation of future requirements. 
Tom Sattler, Quail’s Nest Drive, asked why the council continues to state that the city has to create a utility and charge fees.  He said it not a requirement of the permit.  He said the city is giving out incorrect information. PWD Martin replied that DOE does not require a utility for the sanitary sewer either, but we are still required to follow regulations and meet requirements. It is up to the individual entity to determine how they fund their programs. Sattler said the city is in serious financial difficulty having to meet the costs of the Interlocal. The city could drop out of the Interlocal and manage its own program for less money.  He said that no work is required on the existing system at this time, so all the money is being spent on administration. 
Dave Davis, Asotin County, commented that Councilmember Nash told him he could be placed under arrest if he voted against the stormwater utility. He asked who it was that threatened councilmembers with arrest. Nash said he didn’t really recall that conversation.  Councilmember Warren explained that if the city council was not in compliance a last resort could be arrest. 

B. From the Mayor

C. From Staff
PWD Martin reported that it appears that our annual chip sealing project for this year will come in under budget and he would like to transfer those funds to complete additional alley improvements. He anticipates $12,000 to $15,000 that would be moved. Council had no objection.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

A.  Michelle Peters, Hells Canyon Visitor Center, Update on Plan for New Facility
Michelle Peters explained that the majority of the funding for the visitor bureau comes from lodging taxes.  A study was completed in 2007 to construct a new visitor center.  She commented that the funds from the sale of the convention center are still available.  The site of the original study was the WSDOT yard at 15th & Bridge.  A better site has been identified at 14th & Bridge.  Only a portion of the property is needed.  Peters presented a concept drawing of the site.  The site would include easy access for travelers, bus and RV parking and public restrooms. The main function would be a visitor center and would also house a jet boat museum and gift shop is another item being considered. She said there is currently about $530,000 in the fund. Grants are being sought to assist with construction.  Mayor Engle asked if funding is also being sought from Idaho. Peters said that funding is being requested from Idaho also.  Mayor Engle asked if there are funds available for operations and maintenance. Peters said they are working on that now. Peters said this is just an informational presentation at this time to keep council informed. 
Councilmember McLaughlin said that Community Development Committee is supporting the idea.

Ordinance No. 1485, Stormwater Utility, 2nd Reading for Action
Ordinance No. 1485 was read by title. MOTION BY LAWRENCE/NASH to adopt Ordinance No. 1485.  Councilmember Lawrence stated that Admin Committee has been working very hard over the past month to find a solution to the stormwater funding issue.  She said the city has been in contact with Municipal Research for clarification and advice.  She said that new information was received last week from MRSC regarding the fact that RCW 35.67.010 defines “sewer system” as including storm and surface water. In light of that information the city does not need to create a separate stormwater utility and Admin Committee is recommending that the Ordinance be defeated.
Councilmember McLaughlin asked what the next step would be.  Lawrence said she will provide more information during Admin Committee report.  McLaughlin said she wants to know now. Lawrence said the objective is not to create a new utility since that was what everyone seemed to want.  Lawrence called for the vote.  McLaughlin said she was not done with discussion. She said that she and Councilmember Warren attended the AWC Annual Conference and the topic of discussion at every session was stormwater.  She said that whatever the city does, it will not be painless. She said there seems to be a line drawn in the sand and she thinks we should all be in this together. Some cities have done some creative things such as rain gardens.  She would like to see the city be more creative in how we address stormwater solutions.  She said the city still needs to stay in compliance while we work toward solutions. She said one community is having to spend $50 million in improvements per DOE requirements and is also being sued for what they are doing. 
Motion failed, 0-7.   
		                     	
NEW BUSINESS:


COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FINANCE:
	Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/LOMEN to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for June 27, 2011 of $348,600.86. Motion carried. Beadles thanked Chief Hastings and Chief Cooper for their diligence in controlling costs on the construction. 
	
ADMIN/INTERGOVERNMENTAL: 
	Councilmember Lawrence explained that RCW 35.67.020 gives the city the authority to set rates and with stormwater being a part of the sewer system by definition there is no need to create a new or combined utility. She said a separate line can be added to the monthly bill that would be dedicated to stormwater expenses. The committee would like to direct the city attorney to draft an amendment to the Sewer ordinance that would establish a $3.50 per ERU increase in the sewer billing that would be designated for stormwater expenses. 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:	
	Councilmember McLaughlin commented that the AWC conference was very interesting.  She said in meeting with the exhibitors at the conference, she noted that there were all positive comments about the city staff.  She also reported that the city has received a PWTF loan for the sewer upgrade and that is because the city is solvent and is run competently.  McLaughlin said they received a report on the state financial status and it brought home the need to have adequate reserves. 
			
MEDIA QUESTIONS:
	
ADJOURNMENT:
Meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m.


__________________________    		  __________________________________________
Vickie Storey, City Clerk			Donna M. Engle, Mayor


	Total Fund Expenditures, 6/27/11
	CK# 48431, 48455-48513
	$226,795.89

	Total Payroll,  6/15/11
	CK #48432-48454
	$121,804.97
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