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CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES  

May 22, 2017 
 

       ROLL CALL: Skate Pierce, Terry Beadles, Brian Kolstad, Belinda Campbell, John Murray. Kelly 

Blackmon & Monika Beauchamp.  

STAFF:  Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper, PWD Martin, PWD Poole, Clerk Austin, City Attorney 

Richardson 

 

AGENDA CHANGES:   Public Safety Committee adds Resolution 2017-02 – Surplus and Disposition 

of 1993 Fire Engine as item “C” under new business. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes of the May 8, 2017 Regular Meeting were approved as 

distributed.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

A. From the Public: 
Holly Tietz, 414 7th Street 

Lynn Thompson, resident of Clarkston 

 

B. From Mayor:  
Mayor Lawrence commented on the interest in the council positions, there are several people running.  

She advised potential council members that they will need to plan to not only attend council meetings, but 

also committee meetings and outside organization meetings.  She encouraged any with questions to check 

out the information that is available on those committees and organizations on the City website. 

C. From Staff or Employees:  
Chief Cooper reminded the mayor and council that today is the first day of automatic aid response to 

structure fires in the valley. Wheatland Fire District, Asotin County Fire District, Lewiston Fire 

Department and Clarkston Fire Department have partnered together to respond across jurisdictions to 

provide more people to respond to structure fires for increased safety for the community and responders. 

He congratulated the Fire Chiefs from the other departments for their commitment to moving this concept 

forward, and thanked the council for approving the agreement that was necessary for the City to 

participate. 

PWD Martin thanked the City of Clarkston, council and mayor for the ability to work with a high class of 

councilmembers that are really thinking ahead for the City. He expressed confidence that PWD Poole will 

step up to make the department even better. 

Robert Marsh, employee of CFD, and resident of 1222 Highland Avenue. Marsh addressed questions for 

council on working with the Fire Department employees. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 Finance: Councilmember Murray reported the bills were reviewed and approved for payment.  

Total expenditures for the May 22, 2017 period of $647,109.25.  MOTION BY BEADLES/BLACKMON 

to approve the bills as read. Motion carried.     

 

Public Safety: Councilmember Beadles reported on the May 16 meeting: 

Chief Cooper discussed the fire auto aid announcement: May 22, at Southway Boat Ramp. Cooper 

presented reserve hours for April 2017. 

The old fire engine housed at Clearwater Paper will be offered for sale to Clearwater Paper.  The Chief 

will present a contract to Clearwater Paper and City Attorney for their approval.  The contract will be 

presented to Council for approval. The Civil Service eligibility list was discussed about future hires. 
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Chief Hastings advised that the Cruzin to Clarkston request for a downtown show on June 24th was 

presented.  (Agenda item for Council action). 

The PD will participate in a positive enforcement this summer.  Patrolman will present Aquatic Center 

passes to youth as a reward for positive actions. 

Officers will be patrolling the beach and bike path this summer per a contract with the Corps of 

Engineers. 

The Chief has monthly meetings with the Corps of Engineers dealing with security issues on Corps 

property. 

Officers are attending EVOC training in Deer Park.  This training is to enhance Officer driving skills.  

Partial funding is provided through a grant from of WCIA. 

We discussed the concept of diagonal parking in downtown Clarkston. 

Mayor Lawrence presented a recent posting on the fire hall web site by Local 2299 in response to 

newspaper article.  There are inaccurate statements and errors about Public Safety meeting quotes. The 

Mayor will contact the union about this posting.  

 

Public Works: Councilmember Pierce reported on the May 16 Meeting. 

There was a meeting with the Clarkston School District Superintendant Tim Winter and Architect Greg 

McCracken to discuss plans for the Northwest corner of Beachview Park.  The school district is 

interested in using the space for tennis courts to allow for expansion in classrooms and parking on the 

future plan.  We asked that some courts be built for multi-purpose use. 

We have planned our TBD hearing for May 22, 2017. 

Waste Water Treatment Plant screw press repair has been completed.  Insurance has denied the claim.  

Waiting on final cost of the repair. 

Safe Routes to Schools grant work may have been started prematurely.  We have had a consultant begin 

work on the project, but the grant hasn’t been fully dispensed.  Any work done before the grant is 

awarded will likely have to be paid by the city. 

We had a long conversation about the lack of ADA compliance on sidewalks.  US Post Service boxes 

block the sidewalk in multiple places, The Lewiston Tribune has a newspaper box that is also blocking 

the sidewalk on 3rd St(this has been rectified), Avista has power poles in the middle of sidewalks and we 

have multiple intersections without ramps.  Many of those intersections are out of our control and are on 

Diagonal, 6th St. and Bridge Street.  But there are dozens that are the responsibility of the City of 

Clarkston.  We need to make sure that we set aside money from the TBD budget every year to add 

ramps to our sidewalks.  $30,000-$45,000 should add 10-15 ramps per year.  We also need to make sure 

that Avista adds power poles that leave at least 3’ of clearance on the sidewalks.   Also approach the 

USPS about moving their mailboxes on sidewalks to meet with ADA compliance, for all the good that 

will do us. 

A used truck for sale has been identified and Public Works would like to use it to as a TV Van that will 

house the sewer cam equipment.  The current truck is 30 years old with over 350,000 miles on it.  

Money should be available, and we should be able to sell the old truck to make up some of that cost. 

 

 Admin Committee:  Councilmember Blackmon reported that there was discussion on three items. 

The committee would like to bring back the discussion increase in business license fees - $75 for new and 

$75 for renewal. Councilmember Murray will look for grant opportunities for animal control and spay and 

neuter. Clerk Austin was asked to research a Fire Levy and see if it is possible to add to November Ballot. 

 

 Community Development: Councilmember Beauchamp reported that the committee discussed 

the Avista poles and using them with brackets for banners. Lewiston has something similar, and we will 

explore if we can do something similar to use the poles and banners for multiple event advertising. PWD 

Martin advised Avista would be open to consider a plan by the City. We discussed Community Block 
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Grants, and decided to wait until PWD Poole was on board to explore the grant opportunities. The plans 

for the new Clarkston School were examined. If the school bond passes, then it may provide area for 

farmers market.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

A. Transportation Benefit District Public Hearing  

Public Hearing called to order at 7:22pm. The hearing will be continued on June 26, 2017 during regular 

council meeting. City Attorney Richardson explained that the ordinance needed correction and will be 

rewritten and be presented at the June 26 meeting. Adjourned at 7:23pm. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

A.   Authorize Street Closure, Cruzin’ to Clarkston Car Show (Public Safety)  

Councilmember Beadles advised that the Police Chief received a request to close 6th Street for the 

annual car show. Both Chief Hastings and Chief Cooper approved, subject to State approval. MOTION 

BY BEADLES/PIERCE. Motion carried. 

B.  Consideration of Proclamation recognizing May as Older Americans Month 

Nancy Fontaine presented a proclamation to recognize May as Older Americans Month. MOTION BY 

KOLSTAD/BEAUCHAMP. Motion carried. 

C.  Resolution 2017-02 A RESOLUTION DECLARING A CERTAIN VEHICLE AS 

SURPLUS AND AUTHORIZING DISPOSITION OF SAID PROPERTY. (Public Safety)  
Chief Cooper spoke of the history of engine being housed at Clearwater Paper. Lewiston Fire District 

recently sold a similar engine for $16,000. He advised that if we deduct the repair to the engine it would 

be $12,000. Chief Cooper asked that the resolution be approved pending final approval by the City 

Attorney. City Attorney Richardson advised that this was the first time during his tenure that the City 

sold an asset of this value.  He recommended that the council approve the resolution conditional on any 

limits to the sale. MOTION BY BEADLES/BLACKMON. Motion carried. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:   
Councilmember Beadles advised that he did not file for the current election. He has been councilmember 

for 22 years, and decided it was time to retire. I will tell you my wisdom. He was helping to build a 

gymnasium. The architect asked if anyone had experience.  He gave blueprints Beadles the blueprints and 

said “you will figure it out.” He told the council that “You will figure it out.”  

Mayor thanked him for the time he spent, he has done great job for city. She commented that he will be 

with the City until the end of the year. 

Councilmember Blackmon mentioned that he saw the tail end of work of structure fire, and wanted to tell 

the Fire Department good job on saving the structure.  

Councilmember Pierce advised that he was there at beginning, when the Fire Department showed up. He 

said it was amazing to see how smooth it went. Pierce mentioned that later Saturday night at work there 

was a medical emergency, and the Fire Department was there in less than a minute. Pierce thanked PWD 

Martin for his service, it has been a real pleasure. We are glad you found a good replacement in PWD 

Poole. Mayor Lawrence reminded everyone that Thursday is going away party at 4pm. Councilmember 

Campbell commented that PWD Martin has done great job, always performing amazing work. 

Councilmember Beauchamp thanked PWD Martin for showing how interesting Public Works is. She said 

she has been glad to be on committee with PWD Martin, and glad to stay on this committee working with 

PWD Poole. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:38p.m.  

 

__________________________        __________________________________________ 

Steve Austin, City Clerk       Monika Lawrence, Mayor 

 

Total Fund Expenditures, 5/22/17 Ck # 64064-64119  $521,014.61 

Payroll, 5/5/17 Ck # 64047-64063 $126,094.64 

 


