CITY OF CLARKSTONPRIVATE 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
May 2, 2016
CALL TO ORDER:

6:00 P.M., Clarkston City Hall, 
ROLL CALL:
Margo McCroskey, Terry Owen, Jr., Bob Gilbertson, Jim Merrill
             


Staff:    Jim Martin
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Minutes of the March 7, 2016 meeting were approved on a motion by GILBERTSON/MCCROSKEY. 
OWEN requests adding Item B “Meeting time” be added to unfinished business after Item A and the Regular business of appointing a chair be moved to Item C following the meeting time discussion.
REGULAR BUSINESS:  
Moved to Unfinished Business
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
A. Espresso / Food Stands and Food Trucks – Discussion Continued.
Owen began with a statement about how the Commission might move forward with the discussion by using his outline that he will provide.  Given the lack of input from the other members he is providing a numbered outline that addresses what he perceives as the needs to continue discussion and hopefully provide enough information to staff for the creation of a draft ordinance for review.  MARTIN added that the City does not currently have a problem with food trucks.  The issue came about from current vendors wanting to provide covered seating that is not allowed by code and this is an opportunity to create a better ordinance that would be beneficial to everyone.
OWEN began discussion using his outline.  Vendor definitions came first with the need to clarify what all types of vendors are such as mobile carts, a food truck and stationary installations.  It was determined that the term food vendor should be replaced with food unit.  MARTIN suggests we review Health Department definitions for possible use.  It was also suggested that Health Department approval would be part of the application process and they have their own regulations that will address many of the requirements for the units themselves.  There is not a need to duplicate.  Discussion continued based on the outline provided that covered items ranging from the possibility of a food vendor plaza for multiple vendors in one location, to possible noise issues, setbacks from property lines and other considerations.  Given the existing vendors requests for covered seating, that aspect was discussed in length.  It was determined that the use of the Building Code requirements for restrooms would be helpful when considering the number of seats allowed.  The Code calls for his and her restroom facilities when an occupant load reaches 15 occupants. It was thought that would be a good maximum allowable capacity.  Types of covers were discussed with it being determined that a maximum size of cover could be up to 400 s.f. (20 x 20) and must be temporary in nature such as fabric tent type awnings and the covers could not be permanently constructed on the property similar to a pole building or stick-built structure.  If a permanent structure is desired, then its’ time to consider that use a restaurant.  It is important that the covers not decrease the required parking for the primary property use.   Location of units will be governed by the setback requirements for the primary building.  Possible noise issues were discussed  and would be addressed by the Police Department should the need arise.  Density or number of units per neighborhood was discussed and determined that the nature of the business would take care of that through supply and demand.  Permit fees and violation charges were discussed and decided that the permitting fee structure should be addressed through our business license process and the violations should be determined with the help of the City Attorney.  The permitting discussion evolved to a consideration of possible help with approvals by Council Committee as a means to lessen the burden of staff.  MARTIN explained that in his experience that would not prove beneficial and just place additional bureaucracy in the process.  It was determined that staff would put together a draft for review using the outline discussed and the recording from the meeting.

B. Meeting Time. 
OWEN suggested that the meeting time be returned to the 5:30 PM schedule now that the Commission did not need to accommodate the previous Chairman.  The return to 5:30 PM was approved on a motion by MERRILL/ MCCROSKEY
C. Appoint Chairperson.

Planning Commission chair was discussed with a determination that Margo McCroskey would be chair, motion by OWEN/MERRILL.  Vice-chair to be Terry Owen Jr., motion by GILBERTSON/MERRILL


COMMUNICATIONS:

A. From Public,  N/A 
B. Written,  N/A

C. From Planning Commission – N/A 
D. Staff Reports.- A hearing date of June 6, 2016 at 7 PM for the Shoreline Master Plan as required.
ADJOURNMENT:


Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.  
 







__________________________










Margo McCroskey, Chair

