


CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
March 26, 2012

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Warren, 7:00 P.M.

       COUNCIL:
Beadles				Nash
[bookmark: _GoBack]Provost				Baumberger			
Smith
Manchester

STAFF:
Chief Cooper				    Chief Hastings			
PWD Martin				Clerk Storey
City Attorney Grow

AGENDA CHANGES:
	Councilmember Provost said he was called by Michelle Peters regarding a vacancy on the Hells Canyon Visitor board.  Councilmember Smith volunteered to serve on the HCVB board and the City’s Lodging Tax Advisory Committee.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MOTION BY SMITH/BEADLES to approve the minutes of the March 12, 2012 regular meeting. Motion carried.

INTERVIEW AND APPOINT COUNCILMEMBER:
	Mayor Warren announced that Brian Kolstad has withdrawn his application.  
	Kelly Blackmon said he has been a resident of the city for six years. He believes in civic involvement and wants to become more involved in his community and make it a better place to live. Councilmember Nash asked the age of his children.  Blackmon said they are 21. 16 and 11. Councilmember Provost asked if he is available for committee meetings. Blackmon said his employment is not flexible enough to allow meetings during the day. He would hope that whatever committee he is on could meet in the evening. 
	Marc Hunt introduced himself as a former councilmember. He has been a resident for 15 years. He is interested in helping the city move forward. Nash asked the age of Hunt’s children. They range from 21 to 30.  Provost asked about meeting availability. Hunt said he is somewhat flexible. Thursday afternoons and Fridays are fairly available, but customers and his job come first. 
	John Murray said he wants to be on council because he believes in public service. His career has revolved around local government. Nash asked the age of his children. They range from 6 to 12. Provost asked about availability. Murray said with lead time he can be available, but scheduled meeting times should work okay. 
	Council adjourned to executive session at 7:10 p.m., with the exception of Councilmember Baumberger, to discuss the applicants’ qualifications. Council returned to open session at 7:17 p.m.
	MOTION BY SMITH/BEADLES nominating Kelly Blackmon. Nash nominated John Murray, but there was no second. MOTION BY PROVOST/NASH to close nomination.  Motion carried.  Vote to appoint Blackmon carried; 5-1, Baumberger opposed. 
	The Oath of Office was administered to Blackmon and he was seated at the council table. 

COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public
Marc Hunt congratulated Blackmon on his appointment.  He also suggested that when the city decides to take action on the medical marijuana collective gardens that they contact City of Spokane to see what they have done. He said they have required growers to obtain a license from the ATF before Spokane would consider it a legal grow operation. 
Belinda Lierman, 1905 Goflview Drive, Clarkston, spoke as a representative of the Friends of Asotin County Parks and Recreation. She asked that the city make a donation to the committee to support recreation programs. Mayor Warren replied that it is not legal for the city to donate to organizations. 
Ron Davis, 628 Burns Street, addressed the aquatic center. He asked how much the city gives to the Port of Clarkston to operate and how much does that generate back to the city.  Council responded that the City does not contribute to the Port. They are a taxing district and levy their own taxes.

B. From the Mayor
Mayor Warren made a statement in an attempt to clarify an apparent misunderstanding about the .3% sales tax that was imposed by the county commissioners. . Warren said the County Commissioners imposed the sales tax in 2007 without a vote of the citizens. The City opted in for the city’s portion of the tax in December 2007 and agreed to give a portion of it to the county for the aquatic center.  An additional .2% optional tax was placed on the ballot for an advisory vote, but was not approved. Warren said that was the only time the citizens voted on a sales tax increase. 
		
C. From Staff
Chief Cooper reported that the Asotin County PUD is working on a plan for water line improvements. They are preparing to go to bid on the project. Included in the project are eleven new fire hydrants that would be placed in locations where hydrants do not meet needs or code. Total cost of the proposed hydrants is estimated at $32,801.  Cooper said this is the best time to accomplish the work since the street will be opened for the water line construction and crews will be on the job.  Cooper said funding could come from Municipal Capital Improvement Fund. He urged council to consider approving the project.  Beadles said he has seen the diagrams and agrees that additional hydrants are needed. Councilmember Baumberger said that Cooper has been keeping Public Works informed for several months and he believes the project should move forward. Nash said he would like to see it capped at the $32,800.  Councilmember Provost said Finance Committee also discussed it and planned to place an action item on the next agenda to allow for public notice and comment. Finance Committee also recommends that the amount be held to a maximum of $32,800.  Baumberger said that the city will approving the project to go to bid and it will be on the bid documents as a bid alternate, but the city cannot dictate the price. We would have the option to reject bids. 
It will be on the agenda for the April 9 meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
. 	Finance Committee:
	Councilmember Provost reported that all bills have been audited and approved. MOTION BY PROVOST/NASH to authorize payment of the bills, total expenditures for March 26, 2012 of $187,787.82.  Motion carried.

	Public Safety:
	Councilmember Beadles said minutes have been distributed. 

	Public Works Committee:
	Councilmember Nash reported that minutes have been distributed. The IWORQ’s program has been put on hold again.

	Admin Committee: 
	No report. 
	 
	Community Development:
	Councilmember Beadles said there are two items on the agenda. Beadles said committee would like to see the mayor send a letter of support for HB2786. Committee is working on plans for the Southway entry project.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
	
		
NEW BUSINESS:
A.    Resolution No. 2012-03, Interfund Loan to Ambulance Fund
Resolution No. 2012-03 was read by title.  MOTION BY PROVOST/SMITH to approve Resolution 2012-03. Provost explained that this is an interfund loan to allow operations until tax revenues are received. Motion carried. 

B.  Ordinance No. 1502, Extend Moratorium on Collective Medical Marijuana Gardens – 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1502 was read by title.  

C.  Letter of Support to Legislature re: Electronic Machines in Card Rooms 
MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH authorizing the mayor to send a letter of support to the legislature for HB 2786.  Motion carried; 6-1, Blackmon opposed. 
 
D. Ordinance No. 1503, Authorizing Loan Agreement with Dept. of Ecology – 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1503 was read by title.  

E. Agreement for Professional Services, Archaeologist, 6th Street Lighting 
PWD Martin explained that the trenching must be monitored during the Sixth Street Lighting project. Martin said another quote was obtained, but the timing did not work with the project.  MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to authorize the agreement with Robert Sappington.

COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
	Councilmember Beadles read a statement regarding the funding for the aquatic center. He said the economy is still in a recession.  With limited funds, choices must be made. Beadles said he believes it is the city’s responsibility to maintain essential services such as fire, police, and street maintenance. He said the citizens should consider if they want fire, police and streets or would they prefer to see the money pulled from essential services to fund the aquatic center. 
	Councilmember Blackmon said he agrees with Beadles comments. 

MEDIA QUESTIONS:
	 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Litigation
	Council went into executive session at 7:45 p.m. to discuss potential litigation.  Anticipated length of session is 20 minutes.  No action is anticipated as a result of the executive session.
	Council returned to open session at 7:58 p.m.
	

ADJOURNMENT:
Meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m.


__________________________    		  __________________________________________
Vickie Storey, City Clerk			Kathleen A. Warren, Mayor


	Total Fund Expenditures, 3/26/12
	CK# 50519-50575
	$70,025.90

	
	
	

	Total Payroll, 3/15/12
	CK # 50498-50518
	$117,761.92
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