


CLARKSTONCITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
February 13, 2012

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Warren, 7:00 P.M.

       COUNCIL:
Beadles, excused				Nash
Provost					Baumberger	 	 	
Smith, excused
Manchester

STAFF:
Chief Cooper				Chief Hastings
PWD Martin				Clerk Storey
City Attorney Richardson

AGENDA CHANGES:
	Councilmember Nash added authorization for an Arbor Day proclamation to New Business. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MOTION BY MANCHESTER/PROVOST to approve the minutes of the January 23, 2012 Regular Meeting.  Motion carried

COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kristen Kemak, Chamber Director, said the Chamber is offering to sponsor a forum to allow people to express their comments and questions regarding the aquatic center funding.  The forum would allow both the city and the county to state their positions regarding aquatic center funding.  Questions from the audience would be in written form. The forum is scheduled for Tuesday, February 28, at 6:30 p.m.  and will be held at the Quality Inn. Kemak said she hoped that the council would participate. 
Mayor Warren said that Clarkston residents will be allowed to speak first. 
Jim Griffin, 1251 Ash Street, Clarkston, said he believes the Aquatic Center was one of the worst projects the community has done. He said that no one appears able to tell the real cost. He challenged the audience to answer whether they want the facility regardless of the cost. He supported the council’s position in not contributing. He said the commissioners had the option of imposing the full half percent, which would have been enough, but chose not to.
Marc Hunt, 1270 Maple, Clarkston, said he has been a resident of Clarkston for about 15 years. He said at one time he feels information led people to believe that the aquatic center would support itself. But it has been a continuous drain on resources. He said he believes that the city should contribute some percentage of sales tax to support the aquatic center. County decided to build a facility that cost double the amount of the original bond that citizens voted on. The decision to expand the center rests with the county commissioners who were in office at the time. Hunt said that the open letter that was placed in the Tribune has only five signers of the 104 who are city residents. He suggested that supporters from other entities should go to their own elected officials and encourage them to support the facility. He said the Clarkston council opted in on the tax and if they aren’t going to give the county some funding, they should opt out.  
Connie Morrow, 402 Sycamore, said she has lived in Clarkston most of her life. She said there are a lot of the money issues that she does not understand. But, she believes that kids should come first and the kids need a place to go. The aquatic center is a place for the kids. Many activities that were for the kids have been taken away. She said she does not understand the financial issues, but knows that kids need somewhere to go. If the outside facility is closed the kids will use the inside facility and take away from the adults who use it.
Jim Jeffords, 1025 Liberty Court, Asotin County Commissioner, said he represents many of the same constituents as the city council. He said at the town hall meeting held last week, the message was that people want the sales tax to go to the aquatic center and some feel all the tax should go there. He said he understands the budget constraints, but asked the council to reconsider the decision on funding. He said the County really needs the funds to operate the facility. 
Ray Bloom, 2912 Bella Vista, Clarkston, said he doesn’t know where the county lines are and does not care because we are all one community. We should work together and need to take care of our children. He asked the value of having a group of children having fun in a safe, supervised environment. It also provides jobs for many young people. He is concerned that if this issue continues, he sees a rift with the county that will continue for many years. 
Ross Starwalt, 2141 27th St, Clarkston, said last year his company raised $5,000 to help underprivileged children learn to swim. He asked the council to keep it open.
Richard Mikelson, 1720 Stafford Dr., Clarkston said he uses the center and attended the town hall meeting last week. He said the will of the people should prevail. It would be a waste of money already spent to let it close. He appreciated Councilmember Nash attending the town hall meeting.
Landon Klodt, 1456 Poplar is a high school student. He said he doesn’t know a lot about the aquatic center, but knows that the high school has a swim team who uses the pool for practice. He feels it is an important facility that benefits a lot of people including older people who have therapy there. 
Rick Rogers, Grandview Drive, Clarkston, said he thought that all the government people were talking together about what they were going to do when the facility was built. Then it seemed when the tax was passed there was a big pot of money that everybody wanted. He said the city promised to take care of the aquatic center and they should do so. He said aquatic centers do not make money and since many people from Clarkston use the facility, the city should cough up its share.
Ron Davis, 628 Burns. He asked if there is a plan for the kids in the summer if the aquatic center closes. 
Janice Kuchmak, 1537 Lydon Court, Clarkston, said she lives in the county, and also owns property in the city.  She said she doesn’t understand the city/county line issue. She said that county residents shop in the city and pay taxes here. 
Brian Shinn, 945 4th Street, said his phone has been ringing off the hook the last few weeks. No one has opposed the aquatic center. He realizes the city also has budget problems. He asked the city to reconsider their position and continue to fund the aquatic center.
Jerry Spencer, Lewiston, said he uses the aquatic center. He is a past president of the Neptunes swim team. Aquatic centers are not profit centers and never would be. He considers it a community service and as such, it should be supported. 
Gary Powell, 1421 10th Street, said he has two children who learned to swim at the aquatic center. He said he hopes there is a way the city can fit funding into the budget. He said if the center is closed it would be very difficult to open again.
Wanda Keefer, 414 Teresa Court, president of Asotin County Friends of Parks & Rec. said she was active when the aquatic center bond was put on the ballot. She said in the same election in 2002 the city and county put a sales tax increase on the ballot which was defeated.  But the bond for the aquatic center succeeded. She said the city would not have had the opportunity to have the sales tax increase if the citizens had not believed that it was going to be used to fund the aquatic center. Keefer commented that not everyone feels the city should use all the tax revenue to fund the aquatic center, but that the city should definitely contribute. 

From the Mayor
Mayor Warren announced that Councilmember Monika Lawrence submitted her resignation from the council for personal reasons. Warren suggested the city allow a month for submission of letters of interest and then council will make an appointment.
Mayor Warren said that last year in response to citizens comments that they were not being kept informed, council decided to have council committees resume making verbal committee reports as part of the council meeting. City code states that committees will report on their activity at council meetings. It also creates a permanent record of the meeting activities. She also suggested that Admin Committee review and possible recommend that committees forward their minutes electronically to the clerk, they can then be posted on the website. 
Mayor Warren commented that a councilmember has expressed dissatisfaction with the way council meetings are conducted. She said she is not an expert a running meetings and asked council to bear with her as she learns.  One concern is that the wording of motions is too long. After searching Robert’s Rules of Order she could not find any requirement that motions be kept to a certain length. Warren clarified the rules for “calling for the question” which requires a motion, second and a 2/3 majority vote to call the question. Warren said she will ask for a show of hands on any vote to call the question. 

B. From Staff
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
. 	Finance Committee:
	Councilmember Provost reported that all bills have been audited and approved MOTION BY PROVOST/MANCHESTER to authorize payment of the bills, total expenditures for February 13, 2012 of $438,093.43.  Motion carried.

	Public Safety:
	Councilmember Provost reported that committee recommends approving the Cruzin to Clarkston car show. Chief Hastings said the show runs smoothly and is a good event.  Committee recommends authorizing purchase of a new patrol car. An ordinance addressing panhandlers is in the works.  Provost said there was discussion of added cost to the police department due to WalMart. 

	Facilities Committee:
	No meeting.

	Public Works Committee:
	Councilmember Baumberger reported that the WWTP upgrade will be bid in April or May. Design for the 12th Street project will occur in 2012. Agreements with PWTF for the 6th Street Lighting Project are being revised. Plans are to have the project complete before the Alive after Five events begin in May. The City is working on annexing property at Evergreen Estates since it is partially in the city and part in the county. The hydroflusher building is nearing completion. Chief Cooper is assessing needs for new fire hydrants in conjunction with a PUD water line project. 

	Admin Committee: 
	No meeting. 

	Community Development:
	No meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
		
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Appoint Belinda Lierman, Citizen at Large to Community Development
MOTION BY NASH/MANCHESTER to appoint Belinda Lierman as citizen at large to Community Development. Motion carried. 

B. Authorize Purchase of Patrol Car
Councilmember Provost said Chief Hastings has researched vehicles available from Ford, Chevy and Dodge. Chief Hastings said the full-size Ford is the most suitable and is comparable to the cars we have. MOTION BY PROVOST/NASH to purchase the Ford patrol car as recommended by Chief Hastings. Motion carried. 

C. Street Closure Request
Councilmember Provost said the Cruzin to Clarkston has requested street closures for the car show. Chief Hastings added that the show is on June 23 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. MOTION BY PROVOST/MANCHESTER to authorize the requested street closures. Motion carried. 

D. Arbor Day Proclamation
MOTION BY NASH/PROVOST to authorize the mayor to sign the Arbor Day Proclamation.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:	
	 Councilmember Nash said he really supports the aquatic center. He hopes that council can come up with money to keep the outdoor facility open. 
	Councilmember Provost said he has some background to share. He said the aquatic center was built based on a feasibility study that was grossly overstated as to how much revenue would be received. The county then brought in an expert who said the outdoor facility could generate revenue that would support the indoor facility, but an indoor facility would never support itself. The aquatic center was planned as a proprietary fund, which means it should support itself. Closing the outdoor facility, which brings in revenue, does not make sense. He said there have been concessions made for certain groups on admission fees that he questions the legality of. Provost said the management should be looking for additional revenues and treat it as a business. He said the people who use the center should be paying for it. He said there has never been a partnership between the city and the county for operating the aquatic center. Provost said it is not the city’s responsibility to provide service to a swim team; they should be paying the full cost of their use. Provost said it is nice to have some commissioners come to the city now, since they did not come to the city during the budget process. Provost said it is the city council’s responsibility to provide the highest level of service to the city’s residents at the least cost.  
	Councilmember Baumberger said he is a supporter of the aquatic center and his family uses it too. But when he sits on council he has a different responsibility.  He said he has not found any law that says the city has to provide recreational facilities for the public. The city has mandates to provide infrastructure and public safety. Baumberger said city parks were donated to the city and we have a responsibility to keep them safe. But there is no responsibility to go out a build a pool on them. He agreed that the city has moral responsibilities, but it also has financial responsibilities. Baumgartner said he was sorry. He said the solution is a county wide, long term, voter supported solution.  It is not a year to year plea to the city to provide a contribution. 

MEDIA QUESTIONS:
 	Greg Craber, Inland Northwest News, asked if any of the council would entertain the idea of changing the budget to fund the aquatic center. Nash said he would like to fund it if the money were available. Mayor Warren commented that she does not have a vote now, but said that if the council funded the aquatic center, something else would get shortchanged. She asked what people would have the council do; lay off police officers or fire fighters or stop maintaining streets?  Councilmember Baumberger said for 2012 he doesn’t see that it could happen. 2013 is another year and it could be looked at there. Councilmember Provost said funding the aquatic center would require a budget amendment and then something else would have to be reduced. Craber asked if any of the council plan to attend the Chamber’s forum. Nash and Warren answered in the affirmative.  Craber said several people commented that many people feel the optional sales tax was intended for the aquatic center. He asked if the tax will stop being collected.  Provost said the optional sales tax is intended for the general fund of whatever entity imposes it. It cannot be dedicated to any specific purpose. Provost said it is his opinion that if it were managed as a business it would not have the problems it has now.  Baumberger said the only three people who voted for the optional sales tax for the aquatic center were the county commissioners who imposed it. There was no vote by the people regarding the optional sales tax. Baumberger said in 2008 the county ran a ballot measure for an additional 0.2% sales that would have been dedicated to the aquatic center, but it did not pass.
Craber asked the process for the vacant council position. Mayor Warren said we will accept letters of interest for a month and then the council will review and make an appointment. 
Ron Marasko asked Councilmember Provost if he feels the aquatic center is being mismanaged. Provost said it is the responsibility of the manager to see that the center is being run as a business and all options for revenue are being explored. He said the original manager had the center almost paying for itself. Marasko asked about  Lawrence’s resignation. Warren said the reason stated was personal commitments. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Council went into executive session at 8:15 p.m. for discussion of negotiations. Session is expected to last about 30 minutes. No decisions will be made as a result of the session.
Council returned to open session at 8:50 p.m.
	
ADJOURNMENT:
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.


__________________________    		  __________________________________________
Vickie Storey, City Clerk			Kathleen A. Warren, Mayor


	Total Fund Expenditures, 2/13/12
	CK#50128, 50193-50290
	$177,709.20

	Total Fund Expenditures
	
	

	Total Payroll, 1/31/12
	CK #50129-50192
	$260,384.23
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