
CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
October 26, 2009
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, Lomen, Baumberger, Nash, Smith, McLaughlin 
Staff Present:  City Attorney Grow, Clerk/Treasurer Storey, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper

AGENDA CHANGES:  

Added to Unfinished Business: Service agreement with Brotnov Architecture.  Added to New Business: Change order approval policy; Authorization of software purchase.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the minutes of October 12, 2009. Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public

B.  From the Mayor

Mayor Engle asked the Administrative/Intergovernmental Committee to review the information PWD Martin has gathered on a billboard located at Bridge Street and Confluence Drive. Councilmember Baumberger said he would rather discuss it under Council Comments and determine a course of action then.
C.  From Staff

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


A.  Service Agreement, Brotnov Architecture

MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/NASH to approve the proposed agreement with Brotnov for $6,990. He said it is in preparation of anticipated upgrades to the existing city hall and fire station buildings. Motion carried. 
NEW BUSINESS:
A. School Resource Agreement with Clarkston School District

MOTION BY WARREN/BEADLES to authorize signature on the agreement with Clarkston School District for a school resource officer. Motion carried. 


B.  Resolution No. 2009-13, Opposing Initiative 1033

Resolution No. 2009-13 was read by title. MOTION BY NASH/WARREN to approve Resolution No. 2009-13.  Councilmember Baumberger announced he will be abstaining because he believes that since the voters put this initiative on the ballot it is also their choice to decide if they want to support it or not. Councilmember Smith agreed with him.  Motion carried; 4-0-3; McLaughlin, Beadles, Nash and Warren in favor; Baumberger, Smith and Lomen abstaining.

C.  Support Letter for SWEDA Representative to Community Development Committee
Councilmember Warren reported that the new director of SWEDA is concerned with the number of outside committees that Tina Davidson is attending. MOTION BY WARREN/MCLAUGHLIN directing the mayor to write a letter supporting Davidson’s membership on Community Development Committee. The letter should speak to the value of her expertise to the Committee.  Motion carried. 


D.  Change Order #1A, City Hall Project

Councilmember Nash explained that this change order is to make changes to the foundation that will make the addition to the building suitable for the addition of a second floor at some future date. MOTION BY NASH/SMITH to authorize the change order for $29,893.45.  MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/WARREN to amend the motion to include that the change order also includes changes to the rafters so they will actually be floor joists to make future expansion easier.  Motion to amend carried.  Motion to adopt as amended carried. 

E. Approval of Traffic Safety Grant Application 

Councilmember Warren said this grant will be for DUI emphasis patrols at various times in the coming year. MOTION BY WARREN/SMITH to approve the application for the Traffic Safety Grant. Motion carried. 

F.  Approval of WASPC Grant for Radar Unit 

MOTION BY WARREN/SMITH to approve application of the WASPC grant that will assist in obtaining a new radar unit. Motion carried.


G.  Capital Facilities Plan, Discussion

Clerk Storey reported that she and PWD Martin met with Public Works Committee to discuss projects that should be included on a revised Capital Facilities Plan. Council was provided an outline of proposed projects, although some of them are very general. Storey asked for direction from council and any input they might have on the projects proposed. She said the addition of sidewalks is a general category because specific sights have not been targeted. Council is most interested in sidewalks that lead to schools. Council directed that a resolution be on the next agenda to adopt the Capital Facilities Plan.

H.  Change Order Policy

Councilmember Beadles said that Finance Committee is recommending the Public Works Director be authorized to approve change orders up to $5,000 on the City Hall project. Delaying work for council approval of small items is not cost effective for the project. MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to authorize the Public Works Director to approve change orders of $5,000 or less on the City Hall project.  Motion carried. 

I.  Authorize Purchase of Financial Software

Councilmember Beadles said that Clerk Storey has reviewed the proposals for new accounting software and is recommending the city contract with Vision Municipal Services. The current software has been in use for about 20 years and can no longer be upgraded. MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to authorize a contract with Vision for accounting software for $36,180.  Motion carried. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

FINANCE

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for October 26, 2009 of $268,185.09.  Motion carried.
.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:


Councilmember Baumberger spoke regarding the Quality Inn billboard located on at Bridge Street and Confluence Way. Research by PWD Martin indicates that the billboard is located on city property. He suggested the city determine who owns the actual sign and either get a lease signed for use of the property or have the sign removed.  City Attorney Grow said if a lease is agreed upon it should include upgrading of the sign. Councilmember Beadles mentioned that there is a utility meter on the sign post and we should find out who that bills to. 

Councilmember Nash said he has received some negative comments about the welcome sign at the new entry project. He said it is not very visible. He has also gotten complaints about skateboarders on 6th street. He has talked to Chief Hastings about having a reserve officer do some foot patrol. Nash also wished luck to each of the candidates running for election.

Councilmember Beadles expressed concern with the way the EMS program is moving. He feels that the breakdown of the system may be putting some citizens at risk. He said the withdrawal of several agencies from the mutual aid agreements is a hasty decision. 


Chief Cooper explained that the mutual aid agreement is written to roll forward each year unless one of the participants decides to opt out. Clearwater Paper is out of this agreement, but we have a separate agreement with them now. City of Lewiston has sent notice of termination and so has Asotin County Fire District. City of Asotin is discussing termination. Councilmember Baumberger suggested contacting the remaining participants to see about developing a new agreement. 

City Attorney Grow said he is working on drafting an agreement with Lewiston to provide ambulance response for verified trauma calls and for assistance in the case of stacked calls. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Council adjourned to executive session at 7:40 to discuss union negotiations. Anticipated time is 15 minutes with no decision to be made as a result of the session.


At 8:00 Mayor Engle noted that session would be running an additional 15 minutes. 

Executive session ended at 8:15, with no decisions made.
ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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