
CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
August 23 2010
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Smith, Nash, Lawrence, Lomen, McLaughlin; Beadles excused
Staff Present:  City Attorney Grow, Clerk Storey, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper, PWD Martin
AGENDA CHANGES:  Added to New Business: Letter of Support for Port Funding; Define Project Scope – Port; Authorize Computer Purchase.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY NASH/SMITH to approve the minutes of the August 9, 2010 regular meeting. Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public 
Dave Bueke, 1426 8th Ave, owner of Dave’s Body shop, said the council the council needs to slow down and take another look before adopting a stormwater utility. It will just create more bureaucracy on the backs of small business. He feels the city has not done a good job of researching the requirements.

Councilmember McLaughlin said the regulations kick in because we are an area with over 50,000 in population and have a lot of hard surface area. 

Alice White, 742 13th St, asked if McLaughlin said the population is 50,000.  Councilmember
Warren explained that Clarkston is part of a metropolitan area that includes Lewiston. 

Sheri Duthie, 1249 12th St, asked the date of the next meeting and whether it will be a public meeting. Mayor Engle replied that the meetings are on the 2nd & 4th Mondays and are always open to the public. Duthie asked when the results of urine tests done in Clarkston by the EPA would be made public. No one on the council was aware of any such testing. 

Mike Miltenberger, 711 Highland, said the state did not declare us a metropolitan area. The city voted to join the MPO.

Dennis Plunket, 925 3rd St, asked where the public can get information on grants for transit and stormwater. Mayor Engle replied that information can be obtained through a public records request to the agency that receives the grant. 

B.  From the Mayor
B. From Staff
Chief Cooper announced that the council room is at maximum capacity. He pointed out the exits in case of an emergency. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
NEW BUSINESS:
A.  Contract Approval, Brotnov Architecture
Councilmember Lawrence reported that the Facilities Committee met to review the RFP’s for architecture services for the public safety remodel project. Committee recommended Brotnov architecture.  MOTION BY LAWRENCE/SMITH to approve the contract with Brotnov Architecture. Motion carried.
B. South Entrance Project, PWD Martin 
PWD Martin said he has talked with the Street Superintendent regarding this project. The crew is currently busy with street striping and painting crosswalks and other pressing projects. He said he cannot foresee making progress within the time frame allowed with the current staffing availability. 
C. Doug Schurman, re: Stormwater Regulations 
Doug Schurman 1776 West Lake Drive, partner in Schurman’s Hardware, addressed the council regarding several topics. Schurman referred to the oath of office taken by elected officials, which includes upholding the Constitution of the United States and the State of Washington. No where in either document does it say “uphold or create bureaucratic mandates. He said that some people think there is no choice when it comes to stormwater regulations. He said this all goes back to Agenda 21. Schurman suggested the council form an alternative committee to review the proposed ordinance. 
C. Support for Port Funding Application
PWD Martin explained the Port is asking for the council’s support for an RTPO grant for sidewalk construction. The sidewalk would run along Port Way from 9th to 13th.  The application is due by August 31. MOTION BY McLAUGHLIN/WARREN authorizing the Mayor to sign a letter of support for the Port. Motion carried. 
E. Define project Scope - Port

PWD Martin said the Port is looking at expanding the sidewalk project to include sidewalks in front of the Quality Inn. They have asked that Martin be authorized to assist in defining the scope of the project.

F.  Request for Additional Computer

Clerk Storey said that the new City Hall will have two offices that will not be assigned to anyone. Storey is proposing purchasing a new computer so that one of the offices can be equipped for staff or council to use. Cost of a new computer is $2,682 which would come from the Equipment Replacement Fund. MOTION BY NASH/LAWRENCE to authorize a budget amendment to purchase the computer. Motion carried.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FINANCE:

Councilmember Nash reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY NASH/SMITH to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for August 23, 2010 of $1,454,419.50. Motion carried. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:


Councilmember Smith said he believes the creation of the MPO should be explained. He said that the City of Lewiston wanted to qualify for grants, but needed to be part of an MPO to apply. Lewiston did not have a high enough population, so Clarkston, Asotin and the populated area of Asotin County were included. Smith said MRSC said that being part of an MPO brought attention to the city that caused us to fall under stormwater regulations.  City Attorney Grow said he believes that we would have fallen under stormwater anyway as the regulations worked their way down to smaller cities. 

Councilmember McLaughlin said she understands the meaning of “liberty and justice for all”. She said she spent the weekend studying permit requirements for sewage, which helped clean up what is discharged into our streams. McLaughlin said we are an industrial country and now we need to address pollutants that are entering our water. She said that someday future generations will be thankful that stormwater is being addressed now. She said one way to look at it that we will be handing down clean water. 

Councilmember Warren said she has provided some copies of information she obtained from MRSC on stormwater. It included the ramifications of not complying with regulations. 
Councilmember Nash said he lives in a 500 sq. ft. trailer in a park and will pay whatever his landlord charges. He said he hates to see this type of thing imposed, but feels the city must comply. 
Doug Schurman said he also spoke with Pat Mason of MRSC. He said there are fines if no effort to comply is made. He has been trying to find a case where fines were imposed and has not been able to find one. 

Councilmember Nash said there is a proclamation in the packet that was not on the agenda.  It will be added to the agenda for next meeting. 

Councilmember Warren asked Cheryl Sonnen to comment. Sonnen said there has been a Stormwater Advisory Committee in existence since February of 2009. It includes people from each entity, staff, engineers and other agencies. Information is available on the website. Meetings are open to the public.

Several members of the audience were allowed to speak again. 
MEDIA QUESTIONS:

ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor

	Total Fund Expenditures, 8/23/10
	CK# 4001-2, 46029-, JV#10094
	$1,104,589.68

	Total Payroll, 08/5/10
	Ck #45870-45934
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	Total Payroll,  8/20/10
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August 23, 2010, Regular Meeting


