CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
Workshop, WWTP Facility Study Presentation

April 5, 2010
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 5:30 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, Lomen, Nash, McLaughlin, Lawrence; Smith excused
Staff Present:   Clerk/Treasurer Storey, PWD Martin
Also Present: PUD Commissioners Hicks, Nuxoll, Ridge

PRESENTATION BY KELLER ASSOCIATES:
Larry Rupp and Justin Walker representing Keller Associates gave a presentation on the results of the Wastewater Facility Engineering Report.

Larry Rupp explained that Keller Assoc. contracted with the City to evaluate the condition of the WWTP and determine how to meet the ammonia level requirements imposed by Department of Ecology.  They submitted a report to DOE last November.  This report is a 20 year plan. The draft was completed in February.
Rupp explained that when the WWTP was last upgraded about 20 years ago ammonia limits were not a requirement. Those limits were imposed in 2002.  The plant has seen consistent violations, especially during the colder months.  The plant was not designed to meet those ammonia limits. 

The study includes growth projections for the city and the county. The plant design will be able to treat 1.4 million gallons per day (mgd).  The reduction from the current rating of 2.0 mgd is due to the higher treatment requirement. Current use levels are .9 mgd.  The new ammonia limits reduced the current capacity to adequately treat the water to about .5 mgd. Rupp said that 1.4 mgd should allow enough growth for 20 years.  When the plant reaches 85% capacity it will trigger a need for a planning study. 

Rupp said that it would take about 7,000 people on the system to reach the 1.4 mgd capacity. An average connection is 2.3 people. Joel Ristau commented that the county did not anticipate great growth due the cost of expanding the lines. 

Rupp explained some of the components and the deficiencies of the current plant. He said many of the components are worn out or out dated. The control system is old and archaic. A new system would be much more automated and computer controlled.  

The cost estimates for the project were discussed. Total project cost is estimated at $10,600,000.

Justin Walker discussed various funding options.  The best option is a Public Works Trust Fund loan. Because the city falls within the designation for a distressed city, we could obtain a loan for 30 years at .5% interest.  If that were successful it could mean a rate increase of about $5.00 per month.  Typical financing at 5% interest would require a rate increase of up to $12.00 per month.
The deadline for a PWTF loan application is May 10 for funding in 2011. If the council wishes to proceed with the application there are some steps to take quickly.  One is to adopt a resolution approving the engineering report. Keller Associates would prepare the loan application with assistance from the city.

Other funding options include State Revolving Fund loans, CDBG grants and loans and USDA loans. A combination of funding can be used to obtain the total needed. 

Council consensus is to move forward with the PWTF loan application and adoption of the engineering report.
 
ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 6:57 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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