
CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
November 24, 2008
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, McLaughlin, Lomen, Baumberger, Brewer, Smith 
Staff Present:  Clerk Storey, Chief Hastings, City Attorney Grow, Chief Cooper, PWD Martin
AGENDA CHANGES:  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  MOTION BY SMITH/BREWER to approve the minutes of the November 10, 2008 Regular Meeting.  Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public

Neil Toothaker, 644 16th St, said the voters supported the aquatic center and voted for the .03% sales tax to fund it. It is a healthy activity for the community. He asked the council to opt out of the sales tax and support the center.
Kevin McDonald agreed with Toothaker. He said government doesn’t belong in business, but since they chose to go there, the decision should be supported. 

Doreen Bridgemount, 707 Highland, asked why there is such urgency to buy a building for city hall. She suggested waiting for real estate prices to drop. 
Ella Dilling, Rivertree Inn, said the city recently sold the convention center for $400,000 and now are looking at this new property for $700,000. The city could have just kept the convention center. She asked if there has been an appraisal. She said there is a need for a larger meeting room and asked if that is addressed in the plan. She also said that Main Street should be retained for businesses.  Councilmember Beadles responded that there was an appraisal done on the convention center and it was sold for the appraised amount. 

Jeannie Lange, 1347 7th St., asked if other properties are being considered and if so, why is the public only hearing about this one property. Councilmember Baumberger replied that he has been contacted about some other potential properties but the owners want to remain confidential at this time. They will be discussed in executive session.

Jill Eckberg, 1126 5th, agreed that city hall does need more space and suggested the city expand it search for the right property. She expressed concern with using the reserve funds and said the city has other needs such as street maintenance. She supports a property tax increase. She also commented that the entrance project is an asset and presented a check for $100 toward the project. 

Holly Tietz, 414 7th St., asked where meetings would be held in the new building. Baumberger replied that a design has not been decided on. 
Kim Bacon asked if the building is large enough to meet needs. Baumberger said it is twice as big as the current building.

Buck Lane, Asotin County Commissioner, 1460 Sycamore, said he was speaking as a citizen. He said the sales tax was imposed to save the aquatic center and the city opted in so the county only gets 15% now. That amount won’t save it. The county has diverted $600,000 from the road fund but is still $300,000 short. He said the $120,000 that is in the city’s budget for the aquatic center would only keep the indoor facility open. 

Nick Bacon urged council to reconsider the sales tax. He said they are not behaving as a member of the community. 

John Price asked council to rethink the sales tax. He said the people voted it in for the aquatic center and the city should have left it alone. 

Councilmember Beadles clarified that there was never a vote on the .03% optional sales tax. The county commissioners imposed the tax increase. Commissioner Lane confirmed that it was never voted on by the public. 

From the Mayor
Mayor Engle reminded council that there will be a budget workshop on December 2 at 5:30 p.m. 
B. From Staff
PWD Martin said the city as received a request to close 2nd Street for Christmas Connection as was done last year. MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to approve the request for street closure. Motion carried. 
PUBLIC HEARING:

2009 Budget 

Mayor Engle opened the public hearing at 7:27 p.m. 
Wanda Keefer, Port Manager, requested funding assistance with the transient boat dock the Port is planning. She said the dock could be considered another entry to the city and the Port would appreciate any assistance the city can offer. 

Brandon Macz, Lewiston Morning Tribune, asked about the amendment to the 2008 budget for property purchase. Clerk Storey said it is in the amendment in case a purchase of property is approved, but won’t be used unless a purchase is approved. 
Jill Eckberg asked about the allocation for the skate park. She said she has been in towns that have much nicer skate parks than Clarkston’s. Councilmember McLaughlin said the city is updating its comprehensive plan and parks plan in hopes of applying for grant funds to make improvements. 
The public hearing was closed at 7:35 p.m.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

A.  Ordinance No. 1438, Rescind CMC 15.16, 2nd Reading for Action
Ordinance No. 1438 was read by title. MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to adopt Ordinance No. 1438.  Motion carried. 

B.  Ordinance No. 1439, Rescind CMC 15.17, 2nd Reading for Action
Ordinance No. 1439 was read by title. MOTION BY SMITH/BEADLES to adopt Ordinance No. 1439.  Motion carried.

C  Ordinance No. 1440, Adopt 2006 International Property Maintenance Code, 2nd Reading for Action
Ordinance No. 1440 was read by title. MOTION BY BEADLES/BREWER to adopt Ordinance No. 1440. Motion carried. 

D.  Ordinance No. 1441, Adopt 2006 International Residential Code, 2nd Reading for Action
Ordinance No. 1441 was read by title. MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to adopt Ordinance No. 1441.  Motion carried. 

E.   Ordinance No. 1442, Adopt 2006 International Building Code, 2nd Reading for Action
Ordinance No. 1442 was read by title. MOTION BY BEADLES/BREWER to adopt Ordinance No. 1442. Motion carried.

F. Ordinance No. 1443, Adopt 2006 International Fire Code, 2nd Reading for Action
Ordinance No. 1443 was read by title. MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to adopt Ordinance No. 1443. Motion carried.

G. Ordinance No. 1444, Adopt 2006 International Mechanical Code, 2nd Reading for Action

Ordinance No. 1444 was read by title. MOTION BY BEADLES/McLAUGHLIN to adopt Ordinance No. 1444.  Motion carried.

H. Ordinance No. 1445, Adopt 2006 International Existing Building Code, 2nd Reading for Action
Ordinance No. 1445 was read by title.  MOTION BY BEADLES/BREWER to adopt Ordinance No. 1445. Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS:
A.  Ordinance No. 1436 (Mayor & Council Salaries), Discussion & Possible Action 
Councilmember McLaughlin advised the council that as a result of adopting Ordinance No. 1436, one salary increase will become effective on January 1, while the council salary increases will not go into effect until after the position has been re-elected. The Mayor’s increase will take effect January 1, 2009. MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/BREWER to rescind Ordinance 1436. City attorney Grow said that is not the proper action. Since the ordinance has already passed and gone into effect it would have to be repealed. The motion was withdrawn.

MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/BREWER directing staff to prepare an ordinance to repeal Ordinance 1436. Motion carried, 6-1, Beadles opposed. 

B.  Ordinance No. 1446, 2009 Sewer Rates, 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1446 was read by title. 
C. Ordinance No. 1447, 2009 Sanitation Rates, 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1447 was read by title. 

D. Ordinance No. 1448, Amend 2008 Budget, 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1448 was read by title. 

E. Ordinance No. 1449, Amend CMC 6.04 – Animal Licensing & Control, 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1449 was read by title.

F. Resolution No. 2008-11, Property Tax Levy
Resolution No. 2008-11 was read by title. Councilmember Beadles stated that he believes the City should take the 1% increase in property tax.  MOTION BY SMITH/LOMEN to approve Resolution No. 2008-11.  Motion carried, 6-1, Beadles opposed.

G. Support Services Contract, Donna Manchester
MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/SMITH to authorize the contract for support services with Donna Manchester. Motion carried. 

H. 2009 EMS Contract, Asotin County 
Chief Cooper reported that the County Commissioners are interested in removing language which requires EMS response on Highway 12 south of Clarkston. He asked council to approve the contract subject to clarification from the county. MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to authorize the contract subject to clarification on that issue. Motion carried. 

I. 2009 EMS Contract, City of Asotin 
MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/SMITH to authorize the EMS contract with City of Asotin. Motion carried. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

FINANCE

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/BREWER to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for November 24, 2008 of $146,010.12. Motion carried. 
Councilmember Beadles reported that the state has extended the option for older children, aged 23 to 25, to remain on a parent’s insurance policy. Council needs to make a decision on whether the city would contribute any portion of the premium for those older children. MOTION BY BEADLES/McLAUHGLIN that the city not contribute any portion of the premium. Baumberger wanted to assure that it won’t become an issue for future bargaining with the unions. Clerk Storey said while the state says the option must be offered, there is no obligation for the employer to pay any part of the premium and in many cases if they did it would be reportable as a taxable benefit. Motion carried. 
ADMINISTRATIVE/INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE

No report. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:


Councilmember McLaughlin asked the council to consider the sentiments of the citizens regarding the sales tax and the aquatic center. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Council adjourned to Executive Session at 8:10 p.m. to discuss property acquisition and litigation.  Anticipated length of session is 35 to 40 minutes and action may be taken as a result. 

Council returned to open session at 9:04 p.m.
BAUMBERGER/BREWER to approve the purchase offer on the Broemmeling as presented. Councilmember Beadles said he would prefer to have a professional appraisal prior to agreeing to a purchase price. McLaughlin said she thinks this building is a good way to go, but agrees that it needs to be appraised. Councilmember Warren said the may a backlash from the community if the city doesn’t do an RFP. She said we talk about being poor, but then are willing to spend $700,000 on this building. An RFP would give us options. 

MOTION BY SMITH/McLAUGHLIN to amend the motion to make the purchase offer contingent on an appraisal coming in at $699,000 or higher. Beadles said he would prefer to the appraisal be free-standing and not automatically tied to the purchase offer. 

Motion to amend carried, 4-3; McLaughlin, Lomen, Smith and Brewer in favor; Baumberger, Beadles, Warren opposed.

The amended motion carried, 4-3; McLaughlin, Lomen, Smith and Brewer in favor; Baumberger, Beadles and Warren opposed. 

ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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