
CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
July 26, 2010
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Smith, Nash, Lawrence, Lomen, McLaughlin, Beadles 
Staff Present:  City Attorney Grow, Clerk Storey, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper, PWD Martin
AGENDA CHANGES:  Added two items to New Business: WWTP Archaeological study and Regional Ambulance Committee participation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY SMITH/NASH to approve the minutes of the July 12, 2010 regular meeting. Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Mayor 

B.  From the Public

C.  From Staff

Chief Cooper reported that the Tuesday drill for firefighters will involve a Life Flight helicopter landing at Arnold Park.


Clerk Storey reported that there will be a joint Chamber “State of the Valley luncheon meeting on August 17 at the Quality Inn.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
NEW BUSINESS:
A.  Resolution No. 2010-16, Asset Inventory 
MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve Resolution No. 2010-16. Councilmember Beadles said this revises our current policy, raising the value limits and should make inventory less burdensome for staff. Motion carried. 
B. Approval of STOP Grant Application 
Councilmember Warren said this is the same grant we have applied for every year. It funds the Victim/Witness coordinator.  MOTION BY WARREN/LOMEN to approve the grant application. Motion carried. 
C. WWTP Archaeological Study
PWD Martin explained that an archaeological study is generally required whenever ground is going to be disturbed during a construction project. Since we will be working within the existing footprint this will be mainly a cultural study. Random test pits will be excavated.  After looking at cost factors from several firms, the Nez Perce Tribe is the most reasonable at $3,065.  MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to authorize a contract with the Nez Perce Tribe to perform the archaeological study.  City Attorney Grow commented that he has reviewed the contract. Councilmember McLaughlin asked why the city has to pay for the study if it is the Tribe who is most interested in the results. Martin explained that this is a requirement any time a major building project is done and it is the owner’s responsibility to satisfy the requirement. Motion carried; 5-2, Smith and McLaughlin opposed. McLaughlin stated that she is not opposed to the study, but is opposed to the city paying for it. 
D. Regional Ambulance Study
Councilmember Lawrence reported that representatives from several valley entities met last week to begin discussion on how best to provide EMS service to the residents. She said that council approval is needed to continue to participate in the discussions. She said there will be two committees. One will consist of elected officials and the other will consist of the fire chiefs to deal with technical matters. She said the topic is not mutual aid specifically, but Mayor Poole said he anticipates that it will be part of the conversation at some point. 
Councilmember Warren said there was also discussion of hiring a consultant to conduct a needs assessment and all participating entities will be expected to share in the cost. Grow said he would want to know who is choosing the consultant. He also asked what approval is needed at this time. 

Lawrence replied that council approval is needed to participate on the advisory committee. 

Councilmember Smith commented that he is opposed to allocating any money towards a consultant. McLaughlin said she agrees that the city should participate in discussions, but doesn’t think we should have to pay for a study. Warren commented that it could take up to 1 ½ years to get any results or recommendations. 

MOTION BY McLAUGHLIN/BEADLES to appoint Warren and Lawrence to represent the city on the ambulance study committee.  Motion carried; 5-2, Smith and Lomen opposed.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FINANCE:

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/LOMEN to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for July 26, 2010 of $257,818.35. Motion carried. 

Councilmember Lawrence asked if the Finance Committee looks at the budget status during the year. Beadles said they usually do a review at mid-year.  Reports have not been made available yet for that review. Lawrence expressed concern with the ambulance revenues compared to the projected revenues. She also commented that August 10 is the deadline for the EMS levy to be placed on the ballot. 

Mayor Engle cautioned council to consider the budget and staffing capabilities before starting any more new projects. Councilmember Warren said the mayor’s comments were better suited to the Mayor’s Comment section at the beginning of the meeting.


COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:

Councilmember McLaughlin said that the committee is working on the entry project at the south entrance to the city. They are also discussing maintenance of the Veteran memorial at Justice Park with a military organization that wants to volunteer. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:


Councilmember Beadles commented that council needs to scale back on new projects and be cautious before beginning anything new. 

Councilmember McLaughlin asked Chief Hastings to thank the officer who responded to a call about a dog left in a car in a parking lot. She reminded people that the outside temperature has no real bearing on how hot it can get inside a closed vehicle. 
MEDIA QUESTIONS:

ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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