CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
March 22, 2010
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, Smith, Lomen, Nash, McLaughlin; Lawrence excused
Staff Present:  City Attorney Grow, Clerk/Treasurer Storey, PWD Martin, Chief Hastings
AGENDA CHANGES:  Mayor Engle added an Arbor Day Proclamation to New Business. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the minutes of the March 8, 2010 regular meeting.  Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public
Mike Lorenz, 458 Crestline Circle Dr, Lewiston, complimented the city on its new ambulance service. He gave the council copies of some emails that he obtained from the City of Lewiston. 


B.  From the Mayor
Mayor Engle welcomed the Boy Scouts to the meeting. 
C.  From Staff
PWD Martin announced that there will be a joint workshop meeting with the Asotin County PUD to review the evaluation study and recommended upgrades for the Wastewater Treatment Plant. The meeting is planned for April 5 at 5:30. The engineers will also discuss potential funding sources.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
NEW BUSINESS:
A. SEWEDA, Duane Wollmuth
Duane Wollmuth, Executive Director of SEWEDA, introduced himself to the council. He said that SEWEDA is a four-county organization that is involved in a variety of issues related to economic development. Wollmuth said he serves on the state tourism board. SEWEDA is funded by federal and state money.  He is trying to increase communication and has begun putting out a quarterly newsletter. Tina Davidson is the managing director for Asotin County.
B.  Resolution No. 2010-10, Surplus Garden Shed
Resolution No. 2010-10 was read by title.  MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to approve Resolution No. 2010-10.  Motion carried.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FINANCE:

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for March 22, 2010 of $234,040.13.  Motion carried.
FACILITIES:

PWD Martin reported that the committee met with the architect and reviewed the options for improvements to the old city hall and the fire station. The main need at this time is to make improvements to the city hall building to make it efficient and safe for the police department. 


Councilmember Beadles commented that having a training room for police and fire to use will be good. He was also in favor of addressing safety issues for the police department. He said these improvements should carry us forward for the next 30 – 40 years. 


Martin said there were several options for the fire station. The committee recommends addressing safety issues in the sleeping quarters and remodeling the office area according to the architect’s drawings to make better use of the space.  Chief Cooper said it is prudent to delay major expense in the fire department at this time. He will continue to look for other funding options for the project. 

MOTION BY SMITH/WARREN to move forward with the bond process for the new city hall project, improvements to old city hall and the fire station at an anticipated cost of $1,220,000.  Beadles said that financing it over twenty years will make payments approximately $100,000 per year.  Motion carried. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:


Councilmember Nash commented that the last meeting was very relaxed. He appreciates the friendly atmosphere of this council and the willingness to work together. 

Councilmember Smith asked for an executive session for personnel.


Councilmember McLaughlin commented that the idea of annexation comes up from time to time. There appears to be little interest in annexing from adjacent properties. She just wanted it noted in the minutes. 


Councilmember Beadles commented that information we received a few years ago indicated that unless there is business property in the annexed area it is not usually cost effective to annex.

MEDIA QUESTIONS:

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Council went into executive session at 7:27 to discuss personnel with Chief Cooper and Clerk Storey present. Anticipated length of time was ten minutes.


Council returned to open session at 7:33.


Councilmember McLaughlin stated that she feels Chief Cooper does an excellent job for the City.


McLaughlin also stated that business is business and that doesn’t mean you have to be nice all the time. The council’s job is look out for our own citizen’s interests.
ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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