
CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
June 14, 2010
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Smith, Nash, Lawrence, Beadles, McLaughlin; Lomen excused
Staff Present:  City Attorney Grow, Clerk/Treasurer Storey, PWD Martin, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper
AGENDA CHANGES:  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY SMITH/NASH to approve the minutes of the May 24, 2010 regular meeting.  Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public

B.  From the Mayor

Mayor Engle reported that there was a meeting with Cycle Oregon last week. Plans are all in place for the September event.


C.  From Staff
Clerk Storey reported that the 2009 Annual Report is finished and was sent to the auditor’s office by the deadline. Councilmember Lawrence reviewed a copy of the document. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A.  Ordinance No. 1472, Budget Amendment – 2nd Reading
Ordinance No. 1472 was read by title. MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to adopt Ordinance No. 1472.  Motion carried. 
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Dependent Health Insurance Coverage Change
Councilmember Lawrence said that information was presented to the Admin Committee on a change to dependent coverage that is part of the new health care program.  Committee recommends that the city opt in effective June 1.
Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Darlene Gentry explained that there is no financial impact to the city for opting in early. The change will allow employees to keep children on their health insurance policy until they are age 26, regardless of their marital status, school status or whether they are receiving any support from the employees. Currently children up to age 25 can be covered, but the employee pays the full premium after age 23. Until January 1, the employee would still be responsible for the premium, but beginning January 1, 2011, all dependents must be treated the same. That means that if the city currently pays 90% of the premium for dependent children, all covered children up to age 26 would be covered at that same rate. MOTION BY BEADLES/LAWRENCE to opt in early for a June 1 effective date. Motion carried. 

Mayor Engle presented a certificate of recognition to Darlene for her work on the conversion to the new payroll software. Clerk Storey added her thanks to Darlene for her dedication and the success of the conversion.
B.  DECA Presentation 
Clarkston High School graduates, Nic Carey and Jessica Ubachs, gave a recap of their DECA presentation given at the international competition. They took first place in their category for the presentation on marketing downtown Clarkston. Nic and Jessica had several ideas on how the downtown merchants could capitalize on their location and draw more shoppers to downtown. The ideas included offering a welcome basket to new homeowners with advertisements and coupons; having a downtown advertising fund that would be used for joint advertising; having a punch card for downtown businesses during events to bring them in to more stores; having a theme for downtown that all the businesses would use, such as the historic downtown theme that will be enhanced with the new lighting.  They said their project was unique in that they involved many groups in the valley to gather information.
Mayor Engle presented a certificate to DECA in honor their award.
C.  Update Agreement with Soccer Club 

PWD Martin said this is a renewal of the existing agreement for the soccer club to continue using Arnold Park.  MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to authorize the renewal of the agreement with the soccer club. Motion carried. 
D.  Resolution No. 2010-14, Authorizing PWD to Authorize Certain Change Orders
PWD Martin explained that during some public works projects a need arises for change orders. It is not cost effective to delay a project to get council approval many times. This resolution would authorize the PWD to approve change orders in the field up to $5,000, as long as the total cost of the project does not go over budget. MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to approve Resolution No. 2010-14.  Motion carried. 
E.  Budget Amendment Request, WWTP Engineering
PWD Martin said the council previously authorized certain tasks to be provided by Keller Associates in regard to the WWTP upgrade project.  But funds were not allocated at that time.  The cost for the authorized tasks is $246,000. After looking at the budget and discussion with Finance Committee, it was determined that the best option right now would be to reallocate funds from the budget line that was to purchase a new hydroflusher to cover the cost of the engineering tasks and postpone the purchase of the hydroflusher until next year. MOTION BY BEADLES/McLAUGHLIN to reallocate $246,000 from the equipment line to the engineering expense line. Motion carried. 

F.  Southway Bridge Repair Funding 
PWD Martin said that there is a second round of stimulus money available that could fund resurfacing of the Southway Bridge. Through the MPO a TIGER Grant could be applied for to remove the asphalt, grind down the surface and replace the bridge deck with a new concrete surface that would last for 30 – 40 years. The grant would be for $10 million and requires a 20% match.  The City’s share would be between $300,000 and $360,000. Council had previously set aside money for the bridge resurfacing, but some has been used for seal coating our streets.  The MPO needs a letter of confirmation from the council by the next meeting to meet the grant application deadline of July 1. Martin said he would get additional information and a letter drafted by the next meeting so the council can take action. 
McLaughlin asked if the new approach on the Washington side is included in this project. Martin said it has been separated out as a separate project but no funding source has yet been secured. She asked about the replacement of the membrane. Martin said that if an asphalt overlay were done, the membrane might need to be replaced. Concrete would have a much longer life and eliminate the need for the membrane. 
F.  Ordinance No. 1473, Amend CMC 10.52, Park Rules – 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1473 was read by title. 
G.  Proclamation, Relay for Life
A proclamation regarding Relay for Life was read. MOTION BY BEADLES/McLAUGHLIN to authorize the mayor to sign the proclamation. Motion carried. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FINANCE:

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for June 14, 2010 of $578,264.80. Motion carried. 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:

Councilmember McLaughlin reported that during discussions of searching for grants, Chief Cooper pointed out that the city needs to have a master plan.


McLaughlin asked for an update of new business licenses. Clerk Storey will have a list given to committee monthly. 


McLaughlin asked the status of the beautification ordinance. She said Dan Cease was wondering where we are with that. Mayor Engle said she didn’t think it has progressed because council has not put anything together. Councilmember Warren said she thought it was ready for review and asked PWD Martin if he has reviewed it.  City Attorney Grow said that the council should be deciding what they want in it and then he would review it. Warren said it is really still in committee for development. Mayor Engle cautioned council to think about how it will be enforced and who on staff will have time to follow up.  McLaughlin said we have a code enforcement officer. Grow said he may have a heavy workload already and priorities will need to be set.  Many of the issues McLaughlin mentioned are already covered in the current nuisance ordinance. Councilmember Beadles commented that you can’t force people to care. Warren said one idea was to offer rewards for compliance. She said having more severe penalties was another component. PWD Martin stated that staff does address every nuisance complaint that we receive. Committee asked for a copy of the current nuisance ordinance. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:


Councilmember Beadles presented a possible design for a city flag.


Warren said she received a letter regarding “I Made the Grade”. Chief Hastings said he also got the letter and the department is prepared for the event. 

MEDIA QUESTIONS:

ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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