



CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
November 9, 2009
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, Lomen, Baumberger, Nash, Smith, McLaughlin 
Staff Present:  City Attorney Grow, Clerk/Treasurer Storey, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper, PWD Martin
AGENDA CHANGES:  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the minutes of October 26, 2009. Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public
Dan Cease reported that the Community Garden project is getting increased interest. They have received a grant from a local business and have pledges from others. They are looking for a commitment for the land at 13th & Port. Cease said there is a lot of preparation work to be done if the project is going to start in the spring. Mayor Engle said the city will continue to work through the process in committee and with the Public Works Director. Councilmember Warren said they really need to have a decision by the next council meeting if possible.


B.  From the Mayor

Mayor Engle announced a meeting at the PUD offices on November 10 at 4:00. It will be an update on the planned Port expansion.


The Port has invited the council to a ground breaking for the new boat dock on November 12 at 11 a.m.


An update meeting on the Waste Water Treatment Plan study is planned for November 30. The time will be announced later.

Mayor Engle had an “Everybody Reads” proclamation read. MOTION BY SMITH/McLAUGHLIN to authorize signature on the proclamation. Councilmember Baumberger asked why it wasn’t run through committee and on the agenda. Motion carried; 6-0-1 with Baumberger abstaining.

C.  From Staff
PUBLIC HEARING: 

Revenue Sources Including Property Taxes – 2010 Budget

Mayor Engle opened the public hearing on Revenue Sources for the 2010 Budget at 7:10 p.m. 


Clerk Storey gave a brief explanation of the anticipated revenues for the general fund. An increase was projected for sales tax revenue based on sales information provided by Walmart. Business taxes also show an increase partially as a result of rate increases for gas and electricity. Storey said she will need direction on property tax levy prior to the next council meeting. Councilmember McLaughlin asked for information on banked capacity. Several council members stated that they don’t want to increase property taxes this year. Councilmember Beadles commented that he is noticing a drop in construction and believes we will see a decline in sales tax revenue as a result in the coming year. 

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:20 p.m.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Resolution No. 2009-14, Capital Facilities Plan

Resolution No. 2009-14 was read by title. MOTION BY SMITH/NASH to adopt Resolution No. 2009-14.  Motion carried. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

FINANCE

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for November 9, 2009 of $356,475.60.  Motion carried.
.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:


Councilmember Smith said he does not want to see a property tax increase again this year.


Councilmember Beadles said that several years ago there was discussion about mothballing the lift mechanism on the blue bridge, but one entity would not sign off on the proposal. He would like to see that idea brought up for consideration again. Councilmember Warren will bring it to the MPO.


Councilmember Nash commented that the downtown Halloween event was a great success.

ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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