CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
BUDGET WORKSHOP  
November 3, 2010
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 5:30 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, McLaughlin, Lomen, Lawrence, Nash; Smith excused
Staff Present:  Clerk Storey, PWD Martin, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper
BUDGET WORKSHOP

The workshop began with discussion of the Lodging Tax Fund.  Chamber of Commerce and Hells Canyon Visitor Bureau requests are about the same as the previous year. Revenue projections are also about the same. Granting the requests would use about $15,000 than anticipated revenue.  McLaughlin brought up the $5,000 request for the Confluence Project.  It was noted that those funds are requested for 2010 and would be a budget amendment. 

Property tax levy was discussed. The city has not taken the 1% increase for the past six years. There was no consensus for the 2011 levy. Some want to forgo an increase again and others want to see more of the budget first. 

Ambulance Fund was discussed. Chief Cooper explained his revenue projection for 2011, which is about $100,000 higher than this year’s anticipated revenue. He feels that collections will be better and they will add some runs by transporting back from Lewiston hospitals. Current figures indicate a deficit of about $85,000 which would have to be subsidized from Current Expense. There will also be about $70,000 of the 2010 loan that will need to be converted to a transfer as there will not be funds to repay the loan.  Cooper was not planning a rate increase. 

The Street Fund currently has a deficit of $173,000 for 2011.  PWD Martin is asking for $220,000 for sealcoating and alley paving.  There are no projects planned except the street light project that has been moved forward from 2010 into 2011. Council reduced the total sealcoating and alley expenditure to $150,000 and removed $20,000 for an undesignated sidewalk project. Transferring funds from the street reserve was discussed as was allocating a higher portion of the property tax to streets.  No definite recommendations. 

Current Expense Fund was reviewed.  With the remodel of the police and fire stations included the anticipated ending balance is about $650,000, a significant reduction from the past few years. Clerk Storey and Martin reminded council that if the stormwater utility is overturned, those expenses will have to be covered from other sources, most likely Current Expense.  Expenses have been removed from both Current Expense and Street Fund that relate to Stormwater. Storey said we have also received funding requests from Valley Visions, the Civic Theater, the Aquatic Center and expect a request from the Health Department. The only one included in this budget is the Aquatic Center. 

The next workshop was set for November 9 at 5:30 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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