



CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
September 14, 2009
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, Lomen, Baumberger, Nash, Smith, McLaughlin 
Staff Present:  PWD Martin, City Attorney Grow, Clerk/Treasurer Storey, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper

AGENDA CHANGES:  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the minutes of August 24, 2009. Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public

Monika Lawrence, 1302 13th, asked about the plans for the current city hall building if city hall moves. Councilmember Baumberger said that details are not yet complete but that police and fire would be expanding into this space. 


Dan Cease, 1122 6th Street, commented that tonight’s meeting makes it evident that the current facility is not adequate to meet the city’s needs and he supports moving forward with purchasing the new building.


Chris Martson, 1045 13th Street, expressed concern with spending money in this economy on a new building. Councilmember Baumberger replied that now is the best time to purchase because values are lower and construction costs are also lower. He said the city is in a good financial position.
B. From the Mayor
C.  From Staff

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


A.  Ordinance No. 1462, Amending CMC 2.60.010, Ambulance Service – 2nd Reading for Action

Ordinance No. 1462 was read by title.  MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/WARREN to approve Ordinance No. 1462.  Motion carried. 


B.  Open Discussion – Clarkston Ambulance Service

Councilmember Warren explained that Community Development Committee placed this item on the agenda because the public hasn’t had a lot of opportunity to give input on the topic and because Mayor Engle had expressed concern that there has not been a public forum. 


Sister Mary Croghan, Tri State Hospital administrator, expressed some concerns about how the new ambulance service would work in conjunction with the existing Lewiston ambulance. She asked that as the plan evolves, the system plan should be made very clear. Issues include whether the patient will have a choice of transporter and who transports in which cases. She said these issues can be confusing for the hospital staff and for the patients.

Warren assured her that it is not the city’s intent to eliminate the patient’s choices.  Sister Mary said the hospital will need a fee schedule among other things so they can explain the choices to the patients.


Julian Sorrell, 628 Riverview, had concerns about staffing for a Clarkston ambulance, especially when second and third calls come in. Sorrell said he works for the Lewiston fire department and has seen the hostility from the Lewiston council. He feels that the level of patient care is being sacrificed over political issues. Sorrell referred to a letter written by Chief Cooper in 2005 that said the level of care would suffer if Clarkston provided ambulance service.  Councilmember Baumberger stated that the same level of service will continue when Clarkston graduates some new paramedics in July 2010. In the meantime we will continue mutual aid with Lewiston. He said that if Lewiston maintains its Washington license they will have to respond to calls in Clarkston. Sorrell asked if Clarkston has conducted an independent study. Baumberger said we have not. He said that adding additional ambulances to the valley will help alleviate Lewiston’s staffing problems.


Monika Lawrence, 1302 13th Street, said she has seen that Clarkston has two ambulances, but where is the third? Baumberger said there will be one ready to go by December 31. Lawrence said the citizens have a right to see a proposed ambulance budget prior to voting on the EMS levy in November. Baumberger said that Chief Cooper has a draft budget and those figures are available to the public. Lawrence asked what will happen if the levy fails or if I-1033 passes and encouraged the council to build bridges not walls. 

Lyle Reagan, 1044 10th Street, said he is committed to Clarkston having an ambulance service. He said the staff is well trained and the state wouldn’t issue a license if the service won’t work.


Doug Renggli, 1249 8th Street, spoke in support of the Clarkston ambulance service.


Dan Cease, 1122 6th Street, said he has personnel experience with emergency care. He was given a choice of hospitals. He prefers the quicker response that Clarkston citizens would have with our own service. 


Drew Dickinson, Asotin County Fire volunteer, asked Councilmember Baumberger the definition of mutual aid. Baumberger said you call the other entity when you need assistance and they respond if they are able. Dickinson asked how Clarkston would provide mutual aid to Lewiston if they do not hold an Idaho license. Chief Cooper said that Clarkston has mutual aid agreements that cover fire, EMS and other situations. He said he has an application for an Idaho license, but has not discussed it with council yet. Dickinson challenged availability of Clarkston response if they have vehicles and staff out for out of area transports. 


Teresa Jantzen said the additional resources are needed in the valley and she supports Clarkston ambulance. 


Councilmember McLaughlin commented that if Clarkston has an ambulance service it will help Lewiston because they will have about 1,200 fewer calls to respond to.


Councilmember Beadles said it is the council’s job to look toward future needs and he thinks we will look back in five years and say this was the right decision. 
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Ordinance No. 1458, Establish National Night Out Fund – 1st Reading 

Ordinance No. 1458 was read by title. 

B.  Agreement with Washington Dept. of Transportation, 5th & Fair Signal Maintenance

PWD Martin explained this is an agreement with the Department of Transportation to perform maintenance on the new traffic signal at 5th & Fair. Estimated cost is about $100 per month. The State has the ability to do much of the maintenance remotely from the Yakima office. MOTION BY SMITH/BEADLES to approve the agreement with WSDOT.  Motion carried. 

C. Agreement with Keller & Associates – WWTP Study

PWD Martin said this is the engineering firm that has been recommended to complete the study for future needs of the treatment plant. Cost of the work is $97,125, which has already been budgeted. MOTION BY SMITH/BEADLES to authorize the agreement with Keller & Associates. Motion carried. Councilmember McLaughlin asked if the county is sharing in the cost of the study. Martin said his expectation is that they will and the PUD may also share, but amounts have not been established. 

D.  Agreement with PTBA for Bus Stops

PWD Martin explained that this agreement authorizes the Asotin County PTBA to locate bus stops and construct bus shelters at certain locations in the city right of way. It includes a hold harmless clause. MOTION BY SMITH/WARREN to approve the agreement with the PTBA. Motion carried. 

E.  Authorize Closure of Billups Street on October 3

Councilmember Baumberger reported that Public Safety met with Robin Spooner regarding her request to close a portion of Billups Street for an Oktoberfest being sponsored by Stone House Coffee.  MOTION BY WARREN/MCLAUGHLIN to approve the street closure. Motion carried. 

F. Authorize RFQ for General Engineering Services

PWD Martin requested approval to publish an RFQ for general engineering services so we have engineers available as projects arise. MOTION BY SMITH/NASH to authorize the advertisement. Motion carried. 


G. Agreement with Port of Clarkston, Public Boat Docks

Wanda Keefer, Port Manager, said this agreement will authorize the city to remit the $25,000 previously budgeted to assist in construction of the new public dock the Port is building. She said there is $347,000 in grants funds that have been awarded and more is being applied for.  MOTION BY SMITH/BEADLES to approve the agreement with the Port for funding. Motion carried. 


H.  Proposal to Purchase Property for New City Hall

Councilmember Baumberger said the facilities committee has been researching locations for locating a new city hall for some time. Discussions with Dick Flerchinger have resulted in this proposal to purchase property at 829 5th Street for $950,000. The price includes the building, remodeled according to plan and the property. Baumberger said this plan and location meets the needs of the city according to a needs assessment that was done several months ago. Councilmember Nash asked if there will be an elevator.  Baumberger said there will be a man-lift. Provisions for adding a second floor to the north addition are being looked at and would include an elevator if the second floor were added. MOTION BY SMITH/NASH authorizing signature of the agreement to purchase. Councilmember Warren commented that waiting could result in increased cost. Mayor Engle commented that this is the perfect location to keep the city facilities together on one campus.  Motion carried. 

I.  Appoint Tina Davidson to Community Development Committee

MOTION BY WARREN/BEADLES to appoint Tina Davidson to Community Development Committee as a citizen at large. Motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

FINANCE

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for August 31, 2009, of $518.81 and for September 14, 2009 of $415,946.02.  Motion carried.
Beadles said that fuel bids were reviewed. Two bids were received. Primeland was lower due to lower fuel taxes in Idaho. Chief Cooper and Chief Hastings were opposed to having emergency vehicles out of the city to fuel up and then possible having to respond code to an emergency from Lewiston. Based on that concern committee recommended awarding the bid to Coleman Oil.  MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to award fuel bids to Coleman Oil. Motion carried. 

Beadles said that a budget amendment will be required to make the earnest money payment for purchase of the Flerchinger property.  Finance committee recommended authorizing a budget amendment of $75,000 from Current Expense Reserve for the earnest money payment.

PUBLIC WORKS: 

PWD Martin presented a proposal to landscape city property adjacent to the new Community Bank to blend with the bank landscaping. There is a proposal from the landscaper to do the city portion for $1,600.  MOTION BY NASH/WARREN to authorize the landscaping by Living Waters. Motion carried. MOTION BY SMITH/NASH to authorize a budget amendment to fund from Community Enhancement Fund. Motion carried.  
COUNCIL COMMENTS:


Councilmember Baumberger spoke regarding the new city hall project. He said that Martin and Storey will be the contact and run point on the project. Individual councilmembers should not get involved with the contractor or the architect. He also said that Martin should not serve as the building inspector on the project so there will not be any questions of conflict. 

Councilmember Warren said the next stormwater meeting will be on September 22 at 5:30 p.m.


Councilmember Beadles gave kudos the Jim Martin and Jim Braddock for their work and cooperation on the Wal-Mart project. 

ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor

	Total Fund Expenditures, 8/31/09
	CK # 39306
	$508.81

	Total Fund Expenditures, 9/14/09
	CK #39307-39404
	$204,900.51

	Total Payroll, 8/31/09
	Ck #39034-39137
	$211,045.51
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