CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
BUDGET WORKSHOP  
November 16, 2009
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 5:30 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, Smith, McLaughlin, Lomen, Baumberger; Nash
Staff Present:  Clerk Storey, PWD Martin, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper
BUDGET WORKSHOP

The workshop began with discussion of the ambulance fund, which was approximately $93,000 out of balance. Chief Cooper explained that revenue estimates are conservative and expenditure estimates lean toward the higher side. Since this will be out first year in operation many of the figures are based on run information provided by City of Lewiston which may be incomplete. Cooper said the expense for billing service is based on a 6% rate.  No changes were made to the revenue or expenditure plans. A transfer of $100,000 from Current Expense will be budgeted to cover the deficit.

Streets- The budget for patching, sealcoating and alley paving was reduced by $70,000. PWD Martin was given authority to use the money as he sees fit, between sealcoating streets or alleys.  A transfer of $125,000 was budgeted from the Street Reserve fund.  $30,000 for an equipment storage building extension was removed from the budget. 

Lodging Tax – Both the Chamber and Hells Canyon Visitor Bureau requested funding at the same level as 2009.  After some discussion, it was agreed to leave the funding levels as requested even though lodging tax revenue is down.

Current Expense – Discussion began with financing plans for City Hall. Council consensus was to use $300,000 from Capital Improvement Fund and financed the remainder with a bond issue for 15 years. Police and fire budgets were reviewed. No changes were recommended. Parks budget is being moved back to Current Expense from Streets. No changes were made to the proposed budget. Funding for Emergency Services was reduced to $4,000. Funding for the Health District and Valley Vision was removed. Funding for the Aquatic Center was reduced to $160,000.

Sewer – Discussed the plan to purchase a new hydroflusher. Estimated cost is $350,000. Funding will be explored once an actual cost is known. No changes to the proposed budget. No rate increase is proposed.
Sanitation – Budget includes purchase of a new roll-off truck. Financing will be arranged at the time of purchase. No rate increase is proposed. 
Salaries for non-represented employees were discussed. Councilmember Warren said she had done some comparisons with Toppenish and Ephrata who have similar populations and revenues.  Both pay their management positions higher and both have city managers who assume some of the work load. Warren proposed a 5% increase.  After some discussion council consensus was for a 4% increase. 
ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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