
CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
November 23, 2009
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, Lomen, Baumberger, Nash, Smith, McLaughlin 
Staff Present:  City Attorney Grow, Clerk/Treasurer Storey, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper, PWD Martin
AGENDA CHANGES:  

Councilmember Baumberger requested addition of a Public Safety Committee report. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the minutes of the November 9, 2009 regular meeting and the November 16, 2009 budget workshop.  Motion carried. 

Chief Cooper addressed the audience regarding safety issues since the meeting room was at capacity.

COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public

B.  From the Mayor

Mayor Engle reported that the Christmas lights were put up over the weekend. She thanked the Junior ROTC for their help. 

Mayor Engle said she received a suggestion from Jim Braddock to put a time capsule in the new city hall building. She said we will research ideas.
C.  From Staff
PUBLIC HEARING: 

Public Hearing on the 2010 Budget 

Mayor Engle opened the public hearing on the 2010 Budget at 7:04 p.m.


Councilmember McLaughlin commented that the preliminary budget looks good. She feels the sales tax revenue projection is conservative. Councilmember Beadles commented that the ending balance looks adequate. He suggested if the council wants to make changes on this budget they should consider waiting until the new year and do an amendment. 

Mayor Engle said the City received a letter from the county commissioners asking that funding be restored at the $240,000 level for the aquatic center.  A letter was also received from Butch Aiken asked for $8,700 in funding for emergency management services.  Councilmember Beadles commented that funding requests should have been made earlier in the process.  He cited a lack of communication from the commissioners during the ambulance discussions, but now they are requesting funding for the aquatic center.  He said the county does a poor job of cooperating with the City. 

Councilmember Warren said she believes the aquatic center should be funded for $240,000.  Warren said she has noticed a decline in support from other members of the council. She said this may due in part from the lack of support and criticism from the county. 


Brian Nollette, 708 Chestnut, said he applauds the council decision to operate an ambulance service. He urged council to continue to support the aquatic center and said the request for $240,000 is not unreasonable. 


Barb Hilty, 1409 Elm, said there is increased activity at the aquatic center and feels the city should continue to support it. 


Wes Clizer, 2157 Appleside, said he attended a recent meeting with Don Cox and Representative Schmick regarding services for the aged. He said the constant bickering does make an impact on the legislature and can impact services for the aged. He said they discussed the constant bickering over the aquatic center. He said people need to get over it and move forward. He urged the council to continue to support the aquatic center. 


Dr. Stamey English expressed concern over beginning an ambulance service, constructing a new building and supporting the aquatic center all at the same time and wondered if the city could afford it all at once. He supports the aquatic center and feels the ambulance should stay with Lewiston. 


Paula Larkin, 839 16th Street, commented that the aquatic center is one of the nicest things in the community and said the city and county should work together. 


Tawny Galles, 1560 Dustan Loop, said she is the secretary of the parks and rec advisory committee. She asked the council to reconsider their decision on supporting the aquatic center. 


Susan Beaurain, 2305 Rolling Hills Drive, is the director of the aquatic center.  She urged the council to separate the issues and support the aquatic center. Beaurain said there sis increased use of the center this year and it is actually too crowded at times. She said that about 50% of the cost of operations was covered this year by admission fees and that is a good return. Cutting funding will necessitate changes to the schedule, possibly closure of the outdoor water park and loss of jobs. 


Janice Kuchmak, 1537 Lyden Court, commented that this area is promoted as a retirement area.  Recreation opportunities should be available to the retired age group. 


Nick Bacon encouraged this council to work together with others. He said the aquatic center serves a variety of people and cooperation on this issue might encourage others to work better with the city on other issues. 

Councilmember Warren stated that Clarkston was not the first to tie the ambulance issue tot he aquatic center. She said she was approached by the county commissioners offering support on the ambulance if the city would give back the optional sales tax. 


Dan Cease, 1122 6th Street, said he was chair of the parks and rec advisory committee for a year. He analyzed a study that was done after the decision to build was made. The study included a projection that the aquatic center would lose $500,000 a year. The county commissioner elected not to include any operations expenses in the bond levy. He commented that 10 years of subsidizing the aquatic center with $240,000 per year is a $2.4 million commitment. He said that many assumed that Lewiston would kick in. He supports the council’s decision and suggested that the commissioners should run a bond levy for operating expenses and let the voters decide if they want to support it.


Beaurain said she would like to see Lewiston contribute also. She said that all of the optional .3% sales tax the county receives goes to the aquatic center, which is anticipated to be about $300,000 next year. She thanked the council for this year’s contribution.


Councilmember Nash said he appreciates the comments. He feels the council should wait and see how next year progresses before increasing funding.


Larkin commented that the public doesn’t hear about such issues until it is too  late to comment. 


Councilmember Warren said there was a budget workshop on November 16 that was advertised and no one came to it. 


Councilmember Baumberger commented that council has discussed many budget issues over the past few months. Most projects have been discussed separately because they have separate funding sources. Money that will pay for the new building is money that has been set aside and saved over the past several years. It has nothing to do with sales tax revenue. The money that funds the ambulance service will come from the EMS levy and transport fees. The purchase of the ambulance is an investment in the community, not an expense and the service will contribute $200,000 - $300,000 per year to the budget. Baumberger said the city has $4.6 million, but only about $500,000 is available to support the aquatic center. It would be gone in two years. He suggested that permanent funding needs to be obtained for the aquatic center. The agreement that funded the center this year was a one year agreement with nothing promised for the future. 

Bill Jollymore, 2744 18th Street, stated that the city’s first responsibility is to its own citizens. He said if the city finds it has extra money next year, they can decide at that time to contribute more. He also spoke in support of the new city hall.


There being no further comment, Mayor Engle closed the public hearing at 7 :52 p.m.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Contract Renewal, The Wesley Group

MOTION BY MCLAUGHLIN/WARREN to approve the contract with the Wesley Group for labor negotiations. Motion carried. Councilmember Beadles asked if Wesley has liability insurance. Proof of insurance will be obtained. 
B. Resolution No. 2009-15, Property Tax Levy

Resolution No. 2009-15 was read by title. Mayor Engle commented that for the 6th year there will be no increase in the levy rate. MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to adopt Resolution No. 2009-15.  Motion carried. 

C. Ordinance No. 1461, Ambulance Rates – 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1461 was read by title. Chief Cooper gave an explanation of how the rates were set. He did a review of Medicare and Medicaid reimbursement rates and the usual and customary charges. Cooper said that the majority of patients that Clarkston will transport are Medicare patients. Rates were set to maximize those allowable collections and to realize revenue from private insurance payers too. There is a $100 non-resident fee that will help support the share of the cost paid by the taxpayers. Councilmember Baumberger commented that this fee schedule will save Clarkston residents $250,000 a year over Lewiston’s rates. 
D. Ordinance No. 1463, 2010 Budget – 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1463 was read by title. Councilmember Nash asked when this budget could be amended.  Clerk Storey replied that an amendment can be proposed as soon as it goes into effect, January 1.

E. Appointment to PTBA Board
Councilmember Baumberger said that he would like to see the council appoint a replacement for him on the PTBA board. Councilmember Smith is willing to serve on that board and has attended some meetings. MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/WARREN to appoint Councilmember Smith to the PTBS Board. Motion carried. 

F. Change Order 1B – City Hall Project
Councilmember Nash explained that this change order is to add firewalls to the interior of the building, change some doors and add sidelights and change a hallway. PWD Martin said the original price was based on a concept floor plan and the floor plan was revised to meet our needs. Those changes resulted in some additional expense. MOTION BY NASH.SMITH TO APPROVE Change Order 1B for $30,201.96. Councilmember Beadles commented that the relights in the offices make the interior of the offices more visible and contribute to employee safety. Councilmember commented that the original floor plan was very basic. These changes will make the building easier to maintain, more usable and safer. Motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

FINANCE

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/LOMEN to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for November 23, 2009 of $157,424.97.  Motion carried.
PUBLIC SAFETY:

Chief Cooper informed council that bids were opened for the third ambulance. The lowest bid that meets specifications is from Pacific Emergency Vehicles for $98,297.00. Cooper would like to include in the approval process $1,950 for a radio and $11,100 for a powered gurney. Funding is proposed through an interfund loan which will be reimbursed with a loan from the WA. State LOCAL Program.  MOTION BY SMITH/LOMEN to authorize awarding the bid for an ambulance to Pacific Emergency Vehicles for $98,297 plus applicable tax. Authorization is also included for the purchase of the radio and power gurney. Motion carried. 


Resolution No. 2009-16 was read by title. The resolution is necessary to allow reimbursement of the fund once the loan proceeds are received.  MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/NASH to approve Resolution No. 2009-16. Motion carried. 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:


Councilmember Lomen commented that the county put a measure on the ballot that would increase sales tax to support the aquatic center and the voters defeated it. 
ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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