

CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
October 25, 2010
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor ProTem Beadles, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, Nash, Lawrence, Lomen, McLaughlin, Smith 
Staff Present:  City Attorney Grow, City Clerk Storey, Chief Hastings 
AGENDA CHANGES:  Added to New Business: Proclamation for American Diabetes Month
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY NASH/ LAWRENCE to approve the minutes of the October 10, 2010 regular meeting. Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public 
Loretta Simmons, who lives on Morrison Street, addressed the council about the lack of adequate sidewalk ramps. She said it is difficult for a person in a wheelchair to get around town because there are not enough sidewalk ramps and people allow shrubs to grow over existing sidewalks making them too narrow to navigate. She mentioned sidewalk ramps especially at 5th & Diagonal and along Bridge Street.
B.  From the Mayor

 Mayor ProTem Beadles said that during staff meeting budgets were discussed. Council will need to schedule a budget workshop soon
B. From Staff
Clerk Storey reported that she received a sample petition for referendum on Ordinance No. 1474, which created the stormwater utility, from Doug Schurman that morning. Consultation with Municipal Research confirmed that this ordinance is subject to referendum. Signature gatherers have 30 days from the date it was passed to collect signatures of 15% of the registered voters, about 485 signatures. The petitions would then go to the county auditor for verification. If there are sufficient signatures, the issue would be placed on the ballot for a vote at the next election, which would be February 8, 2011.  The Ordinance does not go into effect until the referendum is resolved.  Storey commented that this does not relieve the city from its responsibility to meet the terms of the stormwater permit; it only prevents the city from setting up a utility and charging a fee to the property owners to fund the program.


Storey said that Cheryl Sonnen is willing to attend a council workshop on the stormwater budget to answer council’s questions.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A.  Ordinance No. 1475, Amend 17.95.180, Public Notice for SEPA, 2nd Reading for Action
Ordinance No. 1475 was read by title. Clerk Storey explained that this is a result of an audit conducted by WCIA. It was noted that we did not have the proper public notice language for SEPA actions.  MOTION B Y NASH/McLAUGHLIN to adopt Ordinance No. 1475. Motion carried. 

B.  Ordinance No. 1476, Amend CMC 17.90.120, Appeals of Land Use Decision, 2nd Reading for Action
Ordinance no. 1476 was read by title.  Storey said this is also a result of the WCIA audit.  MOTION BY NASH/McLAUGHLIN to adopt Ordinance No. 1476.  Motion carried. 

C.  Ordinance No. 1477, Adopt Shoreline Master Plan, 2nd Reading for Action
Ordinance No. 1477 was read by title.  Storey explained that the City has never adopted a Shoreline Master Plan, but has used the county’s when needed.  We are required to adopt a plan, so this ordinance will adopt the county’s plan by reference. MOTION BY NASH/McLAUGHLIN to adopt Ordinance No. 1477. Motion carried.       
NEW BUSINESS:
A.  Michelle Peters, Funding Request for Confluence 
Michelle Peters, Hells Canyon Visitor Bureau director, said she is requesting a contribution of $5,000 for the Confluence Project fund. She said the project which is being built at Chief Timothy Park, is waiting for permits from the Corp of Engineers. The basalt has been purchased and John Mendoza, a local business, has the contract to do the basalt work. The project is slated for completion in the spring of 2011.  The total project cost is $580,000.  The property is owned by the Corp, leased by NW Land Management and the project will be maintained by WSU once it is complete. The site will be accessible. She said Asotin County contributed $5,000 and other local entities have also contributed. Peters suggested the money could come from the Lodging Tax Fund, which has a balance of over $500,000.  MOTION BY SMITH/McLAUGHLIN to review the request during the upcoming budget process. Motion carried. 
B. Appointment to Lodging Tax Advisory Committee, Curt Johnson, Quality Inn 
Councilmember Warren said that Danielle Scott, an employee of the Quality Inn, had been appointed to the lodging tax committee.  The city was contacted by Curt Johnson, manager of the Quality, who said he would prefer to represent the hotel on this committee.  MOTION BY WARREN/McLAUGHLIN to replace Scott with Johnson on the committee. Motion carried, 6-1, Smith opposed. 
C. Proclamation – Honoring Lewis-Clark Dental Clinic Opening 
A proclamation was read honoring the opening of the Lewis-Clark Dental Clinic.  MOTION BY NASH/McLAUGHLIN to authorize the mayor’s signature on the proclamation. Motion carried. Ordinance No. 1475 was read by title.  
D. Approve Grant Application, WA State Traffic Commission 
Chief Hastings explained that this is a grant the city applies for every year. It provides funding to do emphasis patrols for DUI, seatbelts and speed. MOTION BY NASH/WARREN to authorize the application. Motion carried. 
E. Proclamation – American Diabetes Month 

Councilmember Lawrence said the city received a request to declare November as American Diabetes Month in order to heighten awareness of diabetes.  She said there are 450,000 people in the state who are affected by diabetes. MOTION BY LAWRENCE/McLAUGHLIN to authorize the proclamation.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FINANCE:

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY NASH/LOMEN to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for October 25, 2010 of $212,789.96. Motion carried. 

Beadles said the council should schedule a budget workshop.  A workshop was set for November 2 at 5:30 p.m.
COUNCIL COMMENTS:

MEDIA QUESTIONS:


Stephanie Smith, KLEW TV, asked for more clarification about the referendum petition. Storey explained the process.  Smith then asked how the city will fund the program if the utility ordinance is defeated. Council said they will have to look at other options for funding, including using current expense funds and reserves. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Council went into Executive Session at 7:35 p.m. to discuss union negotiations.  No decisions are anticipated.


Council returned to open session at 7:47 p.m.


There was some general discussion about the effects of the stormwater utility referendum. 
ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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