
CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
June 22, 2009
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, McLaughlin, Lomen, Baumberger, Nash, Smith 
Staff Present:  PWD Martin, Chief Hastings, City Attorney Grow, Chief Cooper, Clerk Storey
AGENDA CHANGES:  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to approve the minutes of the June 8, 2009 Regular Meeting.  Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public

B. From the Mayor
Mayor Engle reported that the City received a notice from the State Auditor’s Office that the city will be audited every other year. The change is a result of continuing good audits and an effort to reduce expenses at the state level. Engle commended the office staff for having consistent good audits. 
C.  From Staff

Chief Cooper introduced two of the volunteers who modeled the turnouts that were purchased with FEMA grant funds. Both structural fire fighting gear and wild land fire fighting gear were purchased for all firefighters. Cooper thanked the council for supporting the grant. He also reported that there are currently five firefighter/EMT’s in the paramedic training program, also a FEMA grant funded program. The new employee being hired under the SAFER grant is scheduled to start July 1.

PUBLIC HEARING:

 Stormwater – Draft Ordinance No. 1456 – Illicit Discharge, Detection and 



Elimination

Mayor Engle opened the public hearing at 7:10 p.m... She asked that comments be limited to three minutes and that speakers try to avoid redundancy. 

PWD Martin explained that the hearing is on draft Ordinance No. 1456 which deals with Illicit Discharge, Detection and Elimination. The purpose of this ordinance is to regulate discharges to eliminate pollutants and comply with our stormwater permit.


Phil Teasley, 2011 Quailwood Drive, commented that the Department of Ecology (DOE) is more afraid of environmentalists than of its own citizens. He said this will add one more tax to an already overburdened citizenry. He urged the council to consider the costs and who will be paying the bill.


Doug Bube, 1710 Norman Court, addressed chlorine requirements for flushing water lines and wondered how that would be addressed. He said the amount of chlorine that would be discharged if everyone in Clarkston emptied their swimming pools into the system at the same time is miniscule compared to the total flow of the Snake River. He hopes there are more hearings and that there is a system to give credit to those who contain their own stormwater. 


Cliff Graham, 3435 Quails Nest, is opposed to the stormwater regulations and the related costs.


Doug Schurman, 1776 Westlake Drive, said it doesn’t appear that a problem has been identified, but now we are creating a new bureaucracy to deal with an un-identified problem


Marlene Howell, 725 18th Avenue, said she thought the regulations applied to cities over 50,000, so do we really need to worry about it. 


Dennis Plunkett, 925 3rd Street, said he hopes that the public input is incorporated into the regulating ordinances and that the entities do all they can to keep costs down. He said he will seek legal redress if necessary.


PWD Martin assured the audience that the three entities are working together to avoid duplication and to share manpower and resources to keep costs down. The next step in the process is to determine the cost of the program. The next meeting of the advisory group is on July 21 at 4:00. It is an open meeting.

Phil Teasley commented that it would have been better to have all the information available at these meetings instead of dealing with it a piece at a time. 


Dianne Capps, 2211 Chukar Lane, said she has done some research and that fees in Lewiston for a home comparable to hers will be about $400 per year. She is concerned about the potential cost.

Mike Miltenberger said there are not good definitions of what illicit discharge is.


Cheryl Sonnen, the stormwater coordinator, said that the permit has been updated with comments incorporated. The entities must adopt the IDDE by August 15.and a construction ordinance by February 15, 2010, but they do not have to have an effective date until one year later. 


The Public Hearing was closed at 7:40 p.m.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


A.  Agreement for Services, Progressive Engineering

Councilmember McLaughlin said Community Development Committee is recommending that council approve this agreement. MOTION BY McLAUGHLIN/BEADLES to authorize the mayor to sign the agreement with Progressive Engineering.

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Resolution 2009-08, Surplus Bicycles 

MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/McLAUGHLIN to approve Resolution No. 2009-08.  Motion carried. 

B. Resolution No. 2009-09, Surplus Guns

MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/McLAUGHLIN to approve Resolution No. 2009-09. Motion carried. 

C.  Alive after Five – Approval for Beer Garden

Councilmember Warren explained that SWEDA has applied for a liquor license to operate the beer garden for Alive after Five. An approval will need to be signed by the mayor for each month’s event. Mayor Engle said she has heard concern from a downtown business person that the beer garden is not being done by a downtown merchant. Kristen Kemak, Chamber Director, said that the downtown merchants were contacted and none stepped up to do the beer garden. MOTION BY WARREN/McLAUGHLIN to authorize the mayor to sign the liquor application each month. Motion carried. 


D.  Budget Amendment, Clarkston Entrance Sign

Clerk Storey explained that an additional $1,300 needs to be budgeted for the entrance sign. The total cost of the sign will be $6,300. Wal-Mart has contributed $5,000 toward the sign to the city, so the net expense will be $1,300.  MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to authorize a budget amendment of $1,300 to the Community Enhancement Fund. Motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

FINANCE

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for June 22, 2009, of $285,857.17. Motion carried. 
Councilmember Beadles said the committee discussed ambulance options with Chief Cooper.
COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Councilmember Beadles commented that we need to look at the long term impacts of decisions such as those of the stormwater regulations. 


Councilmember Smith said he is opposed to the fines and penalties as listed on page 9. He feels they are too harsh and will not vote in favor of the ordinance if they are not modified.


Councilmember Nash thanked the Rescue I personnel for their quick response to a relative who needed care. He said he believes the city should have its own ambulance services. He asked council to authorize Chief Cooper to travel to California to inspect some used ambulances that are for sale. Council said they have previously authorized the Chief to purchase ambulances and he just needs to do it.


Councilmember McLaughlin said that as a taxpayer it is difficult to have to sit on council and pass the stormwater ordinance. She also commented that the newspaper did a good article on the community garden project and hope it continues to progress. 
ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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