CITY OF CLARKSTONPRIVATE 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
November 2, 2009
CALL TO ORDER:

5:30 P.M., Clarkston City Hall, Chair Murray
ROLL CALL:

 John Murray, Bob Gilbertson, Larry Moser; Jim Merrill; McCroskey excused
             


Staff:    Jim Martin 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION BY MOSER/MERRILL to approve minutes of the September 21, 2009 meeting. Motion carried.  
PUBLIC HEARING:

Zone Change Application No. 2009-02, 305 Poplar

Chair Murray opened the public hearing at 5:35 p.m. PWD Martin introduced the application and explained that this request began as an application for a retail business. He said that he informed the property owner that the property was not set up for a retail business and was not properly zoned for such a business. This application for a zone change was the result. 


Sandra Litzebauer, the applicant, said she was told that she would need an approach for three vehicles. She removed the sidewalk and completed that approach so that three vehicles could park diagonally. She said she plans to erect signs to caution drivers when they back up. Her plan is to sell herbal products and natural food items to the general public. She also plans to carry craft items for sale. The store would be open between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday through Friday and 1 p.m. until 4 p.m. on Saturdays. 


Murray asked how big the front yard is. Martin said the lot is 40 feet wide and the depth to the retaining wall is 18 feet. Litzebauer said she currently sells product as a distributor.

Murray asked why a home occupation is not allowed. Martin said a home occupation does not allow a business that has traffic like a retail business would. Murray explained that ADA requirements would probably apply to this type of business. Murray asked if it is allowed to back into the right of way from a commercial property. Martin said code does not allow that. 

Murray noted that there are no members of the public in attendance. 


Martin noted that off-street parking is required. Murray asked if a site plan was available. Litzebauer said she does not have one. 

Murray explained that in earlier discussions of the comprehensive plan, this area was looked at. It was decided at that time that the commercial area should not be expanded in that direction. 


Gilbertson pointed out that there are landscaping requirements for a parking area in a commercial zone that probably can’t be met here. 


Martin suggested that further investigation into whether this could be a home occupation might be an option. 


Murray asked if any of the neighbors are interested in changing to commercial zones. Litzebauer said not to her knowledge, but they all signed a statement saying they are not opposed to this zone change. 


Moser and Gilbertson expressed concern with traffic and parking issues. Martin stated that if the zone were changed it would not solve the parking issues. 

The public hearing was closed at 6:10 p.m.

REGULAR BUSINESS:

Zone Change Application No. 2009-02, Litzebauer

Motion by Murray, seconded by Merrill to deny Zone Change Application No. 2009-02. He stated that the house is too close to the street to allow proper parking and it would be one parcel of commercial property in the middle of a residential block. Moser said he has concerns with the safety issues of parking and entering and leaving the proposed parking area. Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:


Staff:
ADJOURNMENT:


Meeting adjourned at 6.12 p.m.      

 







__________________________









John Murray, Chair
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