


CLARKSTONCITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
August 13, 2012

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Warren, 7:00 P.M.

       COUNCIL:
Beadles			Nash
Provost			Baumberger			
Smith, absent		Blackmon
        Manchester

STAFF:
    Chief Hastings				Chief Cooper
PWD Martin				Clerk Storey
City Attorney Grow

AGENDA CHANGES:
	Mayor Warren announced an executive session to discuss the dispatch contract issue.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the minutes of the July 23, 2012, Regular Meeting.  Motion carried.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public

B. From the Mayor
	
C. From Staff
PWD Martin said he met with Admin committee today to discuss a proposed agreement with Avista that would change the way we are billed for the street lights on 6th Street.  The City currently pays for the electricity and rental on the poles and lights.  This new agreement proposes that the City take ownership of the existing poles. Avista would still maintain everything above ground.  This arrangement would save the City about $6,000 annually. Martin asked for authorization to sign the agreements, one for each pole.  Councilmember MOTION BY NASH/BLACKMON authorizing the mayor to delegate signing authority to PWD Martin. Beadles asked what the maintenance liability would be.  Martin said if a pole is damaged the city would have to replace it, but that rarely happens. City Attorney Grow said the estimated cost of replacing a pole is about $1,000.  Motion carried.
Martin advised council that he is obtaining quotes to clean up a residence that was previously discussed as a potential abatement project.  He expects quotes to come in around $15,000 and asked for permission to continue the process. Councilmember Beadles asked if there is a mortgage holder or family members who might step in.  Martin said he does not think there is a mortgage, but family assistance may be possible.  He said the home is not currently occupied.  We received a call today that Avista was disconnecting the power, so without air conditioning the odors will probably get much worse. Beadles asked what the long term plan is.  City Attorney Grow said that the city would have a lien on the property for our costs and could foreclose on the lien to take ownership of the property.  Martin said the $15,000 is only to remove debris from the house and does not address any repairs or demolition. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
	Finance Committee:
	Councilmember Provost reported all bills have been audited and approved. MOTION BY PROVOST/MANCHESTER to authorize payment of the bills, total expenditures for August 13, 2012 of $554,078.90.  Motion carried.

	Public Safety:	Councilmember Beadles said committee met on August 7.  Chief Hastings discussed the issue of medical cannabis gardens.  He is still researching options. 

	Public Works Committee: Councilmember Nash said committee met on August 2.  Committee is recommending bid award for the WWTP upgrade to Williams Brothers.  Nash said the trees on 6th Street need pruned and committee would like to request funding to hire a trimming service. 
	
	Admin Committee: Councilmember Provost said committee met on August 13 and discussed the Sixth Street lighting options.  Provost said committee agreed with the option Martin recommended for ownership of the lights. 

	Community Development: Councilmember Beadles reported that committee met on August 7.  Beadles said committee discussed the South entry project. They hope to work on it this fall.  Committee recommends signing the Constitution Week proclamation.  SWEDA is working on upgrading the agency’s comprehensive plan. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A. Joint Meeting with Asotin County
Mayor Warren asked for topics that council might want to discuss with the County Commissioners. Nash said he would like to discuss mutual aid.  Beadles added dispatch and Mayor Warren suggested stormwater also be a topic.  Provost said he doesn’t see the need for a moderator for this type of meeting. He would like to see the two entities meet and discuss business as responsible adults. 
		
NEW BUSINESS:
A. WWTP Upgrade Project Bid Award 
PWD Martin said that all bids have been reviewed by Keller Associates, the consulting engineers.  He said we have a letter of recommendation from Keller to award the bid to Williams Brothers and Martin is in agreement with the recommendation.  Reference checks have been completed and all have been very positive.  Williams Brothers has done about $85 million in wastewater and water projects.  MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to award the bid to Williams Brothers for a total cost of $13,569,341.00.  Beadles asked if the amount includes sales tax. Martin confirmed that it does. Motion carried; 5-1, Baumberger opposed. 

B. Proclamation – Constitution Week 
The proclamation was read. MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH authorizing the mayor to sign the proclamation.  Motion carried. 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:
	Councilmember Nash reported that there was a stormwater management meeting today.  The idea to reduce the stormwater fee for all entities did not get support from the group.  Nash said that the preliminary budget appears to have an increase in cost to Clarkston. They are also proposing to hire two new employees to do maintenance work. 
	Councilmember Provost proposed that the city again propose a joint meeting to the county without a moderator.  MOTION BY PROVOST/BEADLES to send a letter back to the commissioners proposing a joint meeting without a moderator with the topics previously discussed.  Chief Cooper reminded council that fire mutual aid is controlled by the fire commissioners, not the county commissioners.  Topics would include the aquatic center, dispatch, stormwater and mutual aid to the extent that it applies.  Commissioner Shinn said that the thought for having a moderator is to have the meeting in a neutral location with a third party moderator who would organize the topics and keep the discussion moving.  The commissioners have agreed to the City’s suggestion that public comment not be taken.  Provost said he feels the officials are all adults and just doesn’t feel a need for a moderator who doesn’t really know the issues. Shinn said that Marshall Doak of SWEDA, who has experience as a moderator and arbitrator, has offered to serve as moderator. Provost said he still thinks having a third party will muddle it up. Beadles said he agrees that a one on one dialogue is the best way to proceed. 
Potential dates were not discussed as council wanted to see the commissioners reply on eliminating a moderator. Motion carried. 

MEDIA QUESTIONS:


EXECUTIVE SESSION: Litigation
	Council went into executive session at 7:30 p.m. to discuss litigation. Anticipated length of session is 40 minutes. No action is anticipated as a result of the session. 
	Council returned to open session at 8:40 p.m.
	
ADJOURNMENT:
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.	


__________________________    		  __________________________________________
Vickie Storey, City Clerk			Kathleen A. Warren, Mayor


	Total Fund Expenditures 8/13/12
	CK# 51473, 51538-624
	$270,934.12

	
	
	

	Total Payroll, 7/31/12
	CK #51474-51537
	$283,144.78
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