
CITY OF CLARKSTONPRIVATE 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
May 16, 2011
CALL TO ORDER:

5:30 P.M., Clarkston City Hall, Chair Murray
ROLL CALL:

 Bob Gilbertson, Larry Moser, John Murray, Jim Merrill: McCroskey excused
             


Staff:    Jim Martin, Vickie Storey
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Minutes of the April 4, 2011 meeting were approved on a  motion by Gilbertson/Merrill. Motion carried. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
REGULAR BUSINESS: 
A. Proposed Zone Change
PWD Martin said there is some interest in a project that would involve expansion of an existing use on a property that is not currently zoned for multi-family.  No application has been received yet.  Martin said that the zoning code is inconsistent in addressing residential uses in the Medical Commercial zone.  In the description of MC (CMC 17.10.010(6), it states that existing and new residential uses are allowed.  But the matrix does not allow residential uses.  Martin suggested that the matrix be changed to allow residential uses as a Conditional Use.  The Commission directed Martin to bring a proposal back to them for consideration.
Martin asked if the Planning Commission would consider the zoning of an adjacent county property if a city property applies for a zone change.  The Commission said an applicant would have make a proposal and they would review it and make a recommendation.

B. Zoning Discussion, Medical Marijuana Dispensaries
Gilbertson said this topic was a discussion item at a planning short course that he attended recently. Storey said the same topic was discussed at a recent WCIA training she had attended.   With the proposed changes in the laws regarding medical marijuana and the possibility that dispensaries may apply for permits or licenses, it seems prudent that the city should address the issue now.
Commission discussed whether a dispensary should be considered differently than any other commercial business.  Moser said he thinks medical marijuana should be treated like any other prescription medicine and dispensed from a pharmacy. Discussed whether the issue should be addressed in zoning, similar to adult businesses.  Some review of business license regulations will also take place in council.  

Martin said he will look at requirements for commercial uses.  It could also fall under home occupation. 

Diamond Cornish, a member of the audience, said it should be treated the same as liquor sales. 

Commission wants some information about how liquor stores are regulated, like proximity to schools and what other cities are doing.  They also wondered if it is possible to determine the number of medical marijuana permits there are in the state. 

No conclusions were reached. 
COMMUNICATIONS:


Planning Commission: 
Staff:  

ADJOURNMENT:


Meeting adjourned at 6:16 p.m.      

 







__________________________










John Murray, Chair

