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April 23, 2012

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Warren, 7:00 P.M.

       COUNCIL:
Beadles				Nash
Provost				Baumberger			
Smith					Blackmon
Manchester

STAFF:
Chief Cooper				    Chief Hastings			
PWD Martin				Clerk Storey
City Attorney Grow

AGENDA CHANGES:
	Councilmember Manchester added an item to New Business, John Sullivan with a grant request to support Community Spirit fireworks.
	An Executive Session will be added for union negotiations and litigation.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to approve the minutes of the April 9, 2012 regular meeting. Mayor Warren added the assignment of Councilmember Smith to the City Lodging Tax Committee and to Hells Canyon Visitor Bureau. Motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public

B. From the Mayor
Mayor Warren said the Asotin County Conservation District has invited city officials to a field tour of projects in Asotin County on Tuesday, May 15. Anyone interested should respond by May 8. 
		
C. From Staff
Chief said any opportunity to encourage people to attend the public display instead of doing their own fireworks displays in the residential neighborhoods is a good thing. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
. 	Finance Committee:
	Councilmember Provost reported that all bills have been audited and approved. MOTION BY PROVOST/SMITH to authorize payment of the bills, total expenditures for April 23, 2012 of $166,416.13.  Motion carried.

	Public Safety:
	Councilmember Beadles reported that Officer Manchester, the animal control officer, is leaving the city for other employment. Sgt. Combs will be retiring and then will be rehired as the part time animal control officer and as a reserve officer.
	WalMart will be funding the Shop with a Cop program for 2012. 
	Highland’s DARE graduation has been changed to May 2nd.
	Chief Hastings reported on the Quad Cities Drug Task Force.
Fireworks regulations were discussed. 
	The Fire Department will be applying for a fire Prevention Grant. There will be a grant application for an inflatable bounce room to be used for children’s fire safety. There will be a grant opportunity for a fire engine in 2012.

	Public Works Committee:
	Councilmember Nash reported that two items from committee are on the agenda.  The other topic discussed was a street clock that may be donated by a citizen which would include a plaque to honor former Mayor Engle. Committee would support the project if it fully funded by the citizen.

	Admin Committee: 
	Councilmember Manchester reported the committee discussed a use policy for the police/fire training room. Committee feels the policy and administration should be left to management.
	Councilmember Provost reported that committee met again on April 23 to discuss a possible grant opportunity with John Sullivan. Liberty Mutual Insurance Company has a grant program that helps fund community fireworks.  The grant funds must be issued to a municipality. Provost said a couple of issues need to be addressed. One is liability if the city accepts the position as the principal event organizer. How to handle the funds would also need to be addressed. Options would be to pay the fireworks vendor directly or to pass the funds to Community Spirit. 

	Community Development:
	Councilmember Beadles reported that committee met to discuss the future plans for a new visitor center. Property at 14th & Bridge is being considered. 
Committee will be recommending a budget amendment of $2,000 for the South entrance project. 	

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
 
		
NEW BUSINESS:
A.    Annexation request from Tri-State Memorial Hospital
PWD Martin explained that two portions of the Tri State Memorial Hospital campus are not within the city limits. Tri State has applied for the property to be annexed. Martin has suggested that a public hearing be held on May 14 as the first step in the annexation process.  MOTION BY SMITH/BLACKMON to hold the public hearing on May 14. Motion carried. 

B. Staffing request for Wastewater Treatment Plant
PWD Martin explained that an employee of the WWTP is out on medical leave, which has left the plant short staffed.  He is requesting a budget amendment of $10,000 to bring in a  temporary employee until the employee can return to full duty. MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to authorize a budget amendment for up to $10,000 to hire a temporary employee.  Councilmember Provost asked if there is any light duty work available that can save the city L & I costs. Martin said it would save some money, but there is not currently a light duty position available.  Motion carried. 

C. Funding request for South Entry Project
Councilmember Beadles requested a budget amendment of $2,000 to make improvements to property at the south entrance to town. It would include removing a tree, landscaping and installing a sign. Funds would come from the Community Enhancement fund. MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to authorize the budget amendment for $2,000. Motion carried. 

D. Community Spirit Grant Application Request
Councilmember Provost said that Community Spirit is asking the city to the applicant for the grant funds to help purchase the fireworks for the public fireworks show on the 4th of July. Beadles asked if there would be an issue with gift of public funds. Clerk Storey said the city would need to have an agreement with Community Spirit that details the arrangement if the grant were received.  MOTION BY PROVOST/SMITH to prepare an agreement with Community Spirit for the grant application. Motion carried. 


COUNCIL COMMENTS:
	

MEDIA QUESTIONS:
	
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Union Negotiations and Litigation
	Council went into executive session at 7:30 p.m. to discuss union negotiations and litigation. Anticipated length of the session is 30 minutes.  No action is anticipated as a result of the session.	 Council returned to open session at 7:55 p.m.
	 

ADJOURNMENT:
Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.


__________________________    		  __________________________________________
Vickie Storey, City Clerk			Kathleen A. Warren, Mayor


	Total Fund Expenditures, 4/23/12
	CK #50735-50794
	$47,554.62

	Total Fund Expenditures, 
	CK #
	

	Total Payroll, 4/15/12
	CK #50713-50734
	$118,861.51
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