CITY OF CLARKSTONPRIVATE 

PLANNING COMMISSION

March 16, 2009
MINUTES 

CALL TO ORDER:

5:30 P.M., Clarkston City Hall, Chair Murray
ROLL CALL:

 John Murray, Larry Moser, Jim Merrill; McCroskey absent
             


Staff:    Jim Martin, Vickie Storey
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION BY MERRILL/MURRAY to approve minutes of the February 2, 2009 meeting. Motion carried.  
REGULAR BUSINESS:
A. Espresso Stands
PWD Martin said he has received a request to locate an espresso stand on a lot on the southeast corner of 5th & Highland. There is currently an old cement block building that has been an eyesore and the subject of complaints for many years. Ron Lamb is interested in purchasing the property which includes two lots and has a home located on the eastern lot. He then wants to move an espresso stand onto the lot. Martin explained that the property is zoned residential and a business use is not allowed, either as an outright use or as a conditional use. 
Mr. Lamb said he has purchased an existing espresso stand building that he would place on the lot and would plan to clean it up. 
Murray explained that the approval process could take two to three months and asked what he would do if the use were not allowed. Mr. Lamb said he would not purchase the property. 

Storey suggested that since espresso stands are not addressed in the current zoning the commission might want to address the issue in general rather than every time the question comes up. Commission agreed that would be a good approach. They asked for it to be on the agenda for the next meeting.
B. Medical Commercial Zone Definition
No changes to the definition were proposed. 
C.  Uses Allowed in MC Zone – Review of Matrix 
No changes to the matrix were recommended. There was a mention of allowing limited retail uses. 
D.  Expansion of MC Zone
Commission discussed the need for additional MC land. It appeared logical to expand MC to the east. MOTION BY MURRAY/MOSER to expand MC east to 10th Street, using the boundary line of Boyd/Noble Trust and Evergreen Estates for the south zone line.  Martin reminded the commission that there are medical uses between 5th & 6th on Highland. An impact area could be extended to include that. He reminded them that being a non-conforming use does not eliminate the option to rebuild or refinance. Murray said he is not so sure that an MC corridor all along Highland is a good idea. Merrill said he would support MC on the south side of Highland but not the north side. Moser commented that expanding to 10th Street might be enough for now.  Martin said his conversations with hospital employees indicate that they would infill existing property before seeking to expand into other areas.            
COMMUNICATIONS:



Planning Commission:
Moser asked how to best deal with espresso stands. He commented that they often go out of business as quickly as they open. Martin said that locating them where there is adequate traffic and access might be a key. Martin asked the commission to think about it until the next meeting and then discuss it further. 

Public: 
Staff:
Martin said that the City has training requirements set by our insurance authority. This year’s emphasis is in land use. He passed out a list of training topics that could be brought to us and asked for preferences from the commission. 
ADJOURNMENT:


Meeting adjourned at 6.25 p.m.      









__________________________









John Murray, Chair
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