


CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
February 27, 2012

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Warren, 7:00 P.M.

       COUNCIL:
Beadles					Nash
Provost					Baumberger			
Smith, excused
Manchester

STAFF:
Chief Cooper				Chief Hastings
PWD Martin				Clerk Storey
City Attorney Grow
[bookmark: _GoBack]
AGENDA CHANGES:
	Councilmember Provost added Resolution 2012-02, Grievance Procedure to New Business.
	Mayor Warren added election of Mayor Pro Tem to New Business.
	Mayor Warren said that Robb McCracken will address council regarding the CDBG grant prior to the public hearing.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MOTION BY BEADLES/MANCHESTER to approve the minutes of the February 8 and February 13, 2012 meetings.  Motion carried. 

PUBLIC HEARING:
Public Hearing on Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Grant Application – Proposed Project, Improvements to the Hugo Pautler Senior Center

Robb McCracken introduced himself as a consultant who is working with the Hugo Pautler Senior Center to obtain funding for needed improvements to the building. McCracken is proposing that the Pautler Center, through the city, apply for a Community Development Block Grant to fund the improvements. CDBG funds projects that benefit low and moderate income residents.  The proposed project will include a series of improvements to the center including: replacing the roof; replace and repair wiring and electrical components; add fire alarms; add a health care screening room; build new restrooms; replace HVAC; add insulation for energy efficiency thereby reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  McCracken said he has copies available of the draft application. He explained that only government entities can apply for the funding through CDBG and the Pautler Center would be a sub-recipient.  The City would be responsible for monitoring and managing the grant and the project. He recommends that a financial consultant be hired to assist with management to alleviate the workload for city staff. The amount to be requested from the grant is $997,719 with matching funds from the Pautler Center and Avista energy incentives totaling $17,000.
Councilmember Provost said committee met with Doug Renggli a few weeks and were concerned whether the project is ready to proceed. He commented that many grants require a project that is ready to go when the application is submitted. McCracken said Brotnov Architecture has done preliminary work on design. If the project moves forward, an RFP for architecture would be done to complete the final design which is part of the grant. McCracken assured council that the application is ready to submit. He said CDBG grants are only available once a year and is concerned that funding may be severely cut in coming years. He feels this the best time to apply. 
McCracken said the application deadline is March 1st and asked that the mayor sign the documents if council approves the application process. Mayor Warren said she will need council authorization to sign the application packet. 


Mayor Warren opened the Public Hearing at 7:15 p.m. 
Doug Renggli, president of the Pautler Senior Center board, addressed the council and audience to explain the proposed project. Renggli said the original building was constructed about 1963 and the annex added in 1992. Renggli said the roof is leaking and gets worse as time goes on.  Leaks create slip and fall hazards and drips in the commercial kitchen where food preparation is done. Since 2004 over $60,000 has been spent on repairs, much of it on the roof.  One air conditioning unit caught fire last summer. The electric service panels are out of compliance with current code. Senior health, safety and technology are the goals of the project.  The center provides many health related services for seniors. Renggli said that anyone who rents space in the building has to serve seniors in some way. He estimates that about 800 people use the center every week. He said the number of restrooms is inadequate for the number of people using the facility. 
Councilmember Nash asked about evacuation. Renggli said there have not been any actual drills, but they do explain to people how to get out and there is emergency lighting.
Councilmember Provost said the application has to be ready to submit by March 1st. He asked if the project is really ready to submit and all the issues have been addressed.  Renggli assured him that everything has been covered and he has been in contact with city staff throughout the planning. He said they have also consulted their renters to get suggestions.
Councilmember Beadles said he attended a function recently and was concerned with emergency exit issues. 
Chief Cooper said the proposed construction will allow addressing of the fire alarm and exit system. Plan review will include emergency lighting and exit signs.  He said he thinks it is a good plan.
Robb McCracken handed out a copy of a program document for CDBG. 
There were no comments from the public and the hearing was closed at 7:33 p.m.

COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public
Brian Shinn, County Commissioner, commended the city for their assistance to the Pautler Center. Shinn said on behalf of the Asotin County Commissioner, they are looking forward to talking with council at the forum tomorrow. He hopes to at least continue to establish better communication with the City. 
Marc Hunt, 1270 Maple St, said that in the Admin Committee minutes some points are made that he hopes the council adheres to the recommendations made by committee.  Hunt said he feels some of the questions in the proposed council vacancy application might run off some potential applicants. He objected to questions regarding employment, occupation, education, professional and political experience and organizational and civic affiliations and questions on time commitment.  He asked City Attorney Grow if he has reviewed the application.  Grow said most of the information is information that would be asked of a candidate who is running for office and sees no issues with the questions on the application. He said the public has a right to know that information. Hunt said he personally has no problem with the application, but is concerned that others might. 

B. From the Mayor

C. From Staff
Clerk Storey asked for a deadline for council application so advertising can be done.  Councilmember Beadles suggested accepting applications until March 16 and interview and appoint on March 26. Council agreed with that schedule. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
. 	Finance Committee:
	Councilmember Provost reported that all bills have been audited and approved. MOTION BY PROVOST/BEADLES to authorize payment of the bills, total expenditures for February 27, 2012 of $304,074.99.  Motion carried.

	Public Safety:
	Councilmember Beadles reported that minutes are included in the agenda. Chief Cooper added that two grants are available for the fire department to apply for. One would fund a firefighter for two years with no obligation to retain the employee at the end of the grant and no matching funds. Another grant would help with recruitment and retention of volunteers. Cooper said that with direction from committee, the department did apply for both grants, but the council will have the option to give final approval if the city is offered a grant. 
	Beadles said both the police and fire departments supported the YWCA soup fundraiser and the police department received the people’s choice award for their soup.

	Public Works Committee:
	No meeting. 

	Admin Committee: 
	Councilmember Provost reported  that Councilmember Manchester will be the new committee chair. Committee discussed the council salary issue. It was discovered that the council decision to rescind a previous salary increase was passed in December and it was not legal because it was done after the November election. That ordinance will have to be repealed. 
	There was a discussion on life insurance benefits. One councilmember is eligible to receive life insurance coverage both as a councilmember and as a volunteer. Committee recommends that all employees be treated equally. Council was in agreement.
	Committee discussed the proposed forum to discuss the Aquatic Center. Committee recommends that no councilmember attend the forum and notice of such is given to the Chamber. It is the opinion of the committee that the financial situation is the county’s responsibility and the city should not get involved.
	 
	Community Development:
	Councilmember Beadles said committee discussed the south entry project and will pursue a way to make improvements there knowing that there are no funds budgeted for improvements.  Other topics of discussion are in the minutes. 

	Stormwater
	Councilmember Nash the Stormwater Management Team met today. He said the capacity grant has been increased and should take us through 2013. The city has been awarded a grant for stormwater improvements. The O & M plan for the city is completed and copies will be available soon.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
		
NEW BUSINESS:
A.    Authorize Community Development Block Grant Application 
MOTION BY BEADLES/PROVOST to authorize the mayor to sign the CDBG grant application to make improvements to the Pautler Senior Center. Councilmember Nash commented that he supports the Pautler Center. Beadles added that staff has plenty of work on their plates and asked the Pautler staff to be patient.  Motion carried. 

B.  Proclamation – Red Cross Month 
MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to authorize the mayor to sign the proclamation for Red Cross Month. Motion carried.

C.  Chamber of Commerce Event Requests 
MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the Chamber request for street closures for various events during the year. Motion carried. 

D. Council Vacancy Application Form 
Councilmember Beadles said that Community Development Committee reviewed the application form and committee feels that using an application makes the information on candidates uniform and easier to evaluate. MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to adopt the vacancy application form. Motion carried.

E. Authorize Life Insurance Coverage
Councilmember Provost explained that the committee feels employees should be treated equally. MOTION BY PROVOST/BEADLES to authorize life insurance for all councilmembers, including those who are covered under other city positions.  Motion carried.

F. Ordinance No. 1501, Council/Mayor Compensation – 1st Reading 
Ordinance No. 1501 was read by title.  Mayor Warren advised the council that for those who will benefit from the pay increase, they have the option to forgo the increase. 

G. Resolution No. 2012-02, Grievance Procedure for CDBG Project
MOTION BY PROVOST/BEADLES to approve Resolution No. 2012-02. Motion carried. 

H. Appointment of Mayor Pro Tem
MOTION BY NASH/MANCHESTER to appoint Councilmember Beadles as mayor Pro Tem. Motion carried. 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:	
	

MEDIA QUESTIONS:
	 
	
ADJOURNMENT:
Meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m.


__________________________    		  __________________________________________
Vickie Storey, City Clerk			Kathleen A. Warren, Mayor


	Total Fund Expenditures, 2/27/12
	CK#50291, 50313-50349
	$185,878.28

	Total Fund Expenditures
	
	

	Total Payroll, 2/15/12
	CK # 50292-50311
	$118,196.71
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