CITY OF CLARKSTONPRIVATE 

PLANNING COMMISSION

February 2, 2009
MINUTES 

CALL TO ORDER:

5:30 P.M., Clarkston City Hall, Chair Murray
ROLL CALL:

 John Murray, Larry Moser, Jim Merrill, George Nash, Margo McCroskey
             


Staff:    Jim Martin, Vickie Storey
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION BY MURRAY/MERRILL to approve minutes of the January 19, 2009meeting. Motion carried.  
REGULAR BUSINESS:
A. Election of Officers
MOTION BY MOSER/McCROSKEY to elect John Murray as Chair. Motion carried. 

 MOTION BY MURRAY/MERRILL to elect Larry Moser as Vice Chair.  Motion carried. 
B. Draft Comprehensive Plan – June 2007 Revisions
MOTION BY McCROSKEY/MOSER to recommend the 2007 draft of the comprehensive plan update to the city council for adoption. Motion carried. The Commission asked that the Community Development Committee bring forward any issues that the council would like to see in the next update.
C.  Medical Commercial Zone Definition – Discussion of statement of intent for the MC Zone
After reviewing the zoning map, Murray commented that there is a lot of vacant land in the MC zone. There are also several residences, which are now non-conforming uses. Murray suggested that single family residence should be an allowed use in MC, for financing purposes. PWD Martin explained that the city has provided letters confirming the ability to rebuild if a single family home should be destroyed and financing has not been a problem. Martin mentioned that the topography of land to the south of the hospital is not particularly suitable for building. 
Martin commented that there has been some interest in expanding medical uses to the east of the existing zone. The hospital may own some of the property to the east, but not all of it. Ownership of the trailer park was not certain. Martin said the inquiry he had is for a property on the southeast side of 10th that would require a zone change, but is not contiguous to the existing zone boundaries. 
The commission feels that MC is compatible with residential uses and they make good neighbors. However, residential uses are not allowed in MC. 

Moser said it makes sense to him to expand the MC east to 10th Street on both sides of Highland, about 100 feet in on the North side and all the property on the South side. Merrill said he isn’t sure how much of the north side of Highland should be included. 
The Commission asked for more information on what is located on the south side of Highland between the existing MC and 10th Street. Murray suggested the commission should find out what the hospital plans are. 

D.  Uses Allowed in MC Zone
Murray commented that residential uses are not currently allowed. The City also granted a Conditional Use for the coffee shop recently. He asked if there are other uses that should be allowed. Kathleen Warren suggested motels or a Ronald McDonald type facility. Both those uses are allowed now. 

Martin suggested that the Planning commission look at the allowed uses prior to the next meeting and the definitions. He will research the ownership and uses of the property to the east. 
COMMUNICATIONS:



Planning Commission:
Public: 
Staff:
ADJOURNMENT:


Meeting adjourned at 6.15 p.m.      









__________________________









John Murray, Chair
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