


CLARKSTONCITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
January 23, 2012

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Warren, 7:03 P.M.

       COUNCIL:
Beadles				Lawrence
Provost					Baumberger	 	 	
Smith
Manchester

STAFF:
Chief Cooper				Chief Hastings
PWD Martin				Clerk Storey
City Attorney Grow

AGENDA CHANGES:
	Mayor Warren added Committee appointments to Unfinished Business. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MOTION BY BEADLES/LAWRENCE to approve the minutes of the January 9, 2012 Regular Meeting.  Motion carried

COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public
County Commissioner Brian Shinn invited the council to attend a town hall meeting at the Aquatic Center on Monday, February 6 at 6:30 p.m. He said it will be the first of four planned town hall meetings. 
B. From the Mayor
Mayor Warren reported on two pieces of legislation that could impact the city’s budget. One is a proposal for the Dept. of Health to license EMS services and charge a fee. The other is a proposal to centralize the issuing of business licenses so that all licenses would be processed by the state.
C. From Staff
PWD Martin asked council to authorize the mayor to sign a “Work for Others” agreement with Asotin County for a cooperative work agreement. MOTION BY BEADLES/MANCHESTER to authorize the mayor to sign the agreement.  Motion carried. 
Martin said the comment period is open for the Phase II stormwater permitting process. He said that several entities have written letters commenting on the requirements. He asked permission to write a letter supporting changes that would decrease requirements for the mayor sign. MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/SMITH to authorize Martin to write a letter for the mayor’s signature. Councilmember Provost said that the mayor of Spokane has studied the issue in depth.  Motion carried.
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
. 	Finance Committee:
	Councilmember Provost reported that he will be the committee chair. Provost reported that all bills have been audited and approved MOTION BY PROVOST/BEADLES to authorize payment of the bills, total expenditures for December 31, 2011 of $330,818.16 and for January 23, 2012 of $144,803.09.  Motion carried.
	Provost reported that committee met with representatives from the Pautler Center regarding a grant application for a CDBG grant for building improvements.  Because time is limited to meet the application deadline, it was recommended that staff be authorized to review the application and advertise for a required public hearing if it meets requirements.  MOTION BY PROVOST/BEADLES to authorize staff to move forward with setting a hearing if appropriate.  Provost explained that the grant has to be awarded to a public entity and pass through to the Pautler Center. It is not the intent that the city would be required to provide any funding toward the project.  Motion carried.

	Public Safety:
	Councilmember Baumberger reported that minutes have been distributed. 

	Facilities Committee:
	No meeting.

	Public Works Committee:
	No meeting.

	Admin Committee: 
	Councilmember Lawrence said committee met to discuss a resolution that would authorize council members to serve as volunteer firefighters or police reserve officers.  The committee recommends approving Resolution No. 2012-01.

	Community Development:
	No meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A. Interview & Appoint Councilmember 
Marc Hunt, 1270 Maple St, introduced himself. He said he has lived in Clarkston for about 15 years.  Hunt said he served on council for about a year in 1994 and resigned due to family issues and the feeling that the council at that time was non-productive. He said his kids are grown and he has a stable job now. He thinks this council would be good to work with. Hunt said he felt had good communications with department heads and would like to see the city work well with Asotin County and the City of Asotin. He would like to work with Lewiston also, but he feels strongly that we are Washingtonians and need to work within that frame first.   
George Nash, 1115 Highland #47, said he also served a city council member for 2 ½ years and left in order to run for the county commission. He said he was been very involved in council while he served and would like to step right back in.
Councilmember Provost asked each to explain their past city experience. Hunt said he served on Public Works, Community Development and Public Safety committees. He helped accomplish the skate park, attended executive sessions and was very involved in communicating with department heads and staff.  Nash said he served on Planning Commission for about three months prior to being appointed to council. He has served on Public Works, Admin and Finance committees. He served as a citizen-at-large on Admin committee and was the council representative on the Stormwater Management Team. Provost stated that in the last election, there were several positions available and asked why they did not run for election. Hunt said he liked the candidates who were running and did not want to oppose any of them. Nash said he ran instead for county commissioner. Provost asked if they have any specific goals. Hunt said he would like to see the city and county work better together again. He thinks that sitting at the table together and stating the issues and working on them can create a better working relationship.  Nash said he has no issues; he just wants to get back to work.
Councilmember Lawrence asked what their position on stormwater is.  Hunt said he believes that the EPA brought stormwater in unfairly to make money. He feels the EPA should be disbanded and the states allowed to make their own regulations. He feels the fee is unjust to the citizens. He said he would support stormwater regulations if done correctly. He said he realizes the city has to comply with the laws, but if entities worked together it could all be reversed. Nash said stormwater is a federal mandate that the city has to comply with, even though it seems most people do not like it.
The Mayor and Council adjourned to Executive Session at 7:27 p.m. to discuss the applicants, with the exception of Councilmember Baumberger. Council returned to open session at 7:33 p.m.
MOTION BY LAWRENCE/BEADLES to appoint George Nash to the vacant council seat. Motion carried 4-1-1; Baumberger opposed, Smith abstained. 
Nash was sworn in by Clerk Storey and took his seat on the council. 

B. Committee Appointments
Councilmember Nash offered to fill the vacancies in committees, although he said he has a conflict with the time that Community Development meets.  MOTION BY BEADLES/MANCHESTER to appoint Nash to Finance, Community Development and Stormwater Management Team. Motion carried. 
		
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Resolution No. 2012-01, Authorize Elected Officials to Serve as Volunteers
MOTION BY LAWRENCE/PROVOST to adopt Resolution No. 2012-01. Councilmember Manchester commented that he will abstain since he is reserve officer. Nash asked if this would authorize all councilmembers to be volunteers. Storey said that it is written to cover all councilmembers.  MOTION BY LAWRENCE/BEADLES to call for the question. Motion carried.  Motion to adopt Resolution No. 2012-01 carried 6-0-1; Manchester abstained.

B. Proposed Dept of Health EMS Fees
Chief Cooper reported that the Department of Health is proposing to implement a new fee to certify EMS services.  Anticipated cost would be about $5,500 every three years.  WE would be required to pay the fee to keep our ambulance license and to certify personnel. Cooper asked the council to authorize the mayor to send a letter to the Department of Health and the legislators to oppose these new fees. MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH authorizing the mayor to send a letter opposing fees as proposed. Councilmember Provost clarified that the letter should continue the program as it currently is, without new fees to the city. Motion carried. 

C. 2012 Tourism Agreement, Hells Canyon Visitor Bureau
 Mayor Warren commented that this is the standard contract we do annually. MOTION BY BEADLES/LAWRENCE to approve the contract. Nash asked if the city receives a breakdown of how the money is spent. Beadles commented that the city is asking for an audit in 2012. MOTION BY BEADLES/LAWRENCE to call for the question. Motion carried. Motion to authorize the agreement carried. 

D. 2012 Tourism Agreement, Chamber of Commerce
MOTION BY BEADLES/LAWRENCE to approve the contract. Motion carried. 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:	
	 Councilmember Smith asked council if they want any information from the Health Department meetings.  Beadles and Lawrence asked for a verbal overview.  Smith reported that the board met today and he was appointed chair.  Smith reported that the employees decertified their union.  There is an accreditation program that the department is going to apply for that can help them qualify for grants. He will provide stats to council.
	Councilmember Provost said he attended the stormwater meeting today as a temporary member. The status of the program was discussed. Meetings are held on the second Monday of each month. The current permit expires in February and the new applications are being prepared. The final application will be submitted to the city for approval. Final draft of the O & M manual will be out by the end of January. Three of the four grants that have been obtained are complete. The delinquency policy was discussed and PWD Martin will get clarification. The policy will make the way each entity pays more equitable. 
	Councilmember Nash thanked the council for bringing him back and said he looks forward to working with council again.
	Councilmember Beadles said he would like to see the monthly stormwater fee reduced and thinks the program is adequately funded. 
	PWD Martin asked if Public Works Committee will keep the same meeting schedule. They will keep the same time.
	Clerk Storey asked the committees to let her know who the chair persons are of each committee and of any change in meeting times. 

MEDIA QUESTIONS:

	
ADJOURNMENT:
Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.


__________________________    		  __________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]Vickie Storey, City Clerk			Kathleen A. Warren, Mayor


	Total Fund Expenditures, 12/31/211
	CK#49845, 49906-49975
	$330,818.16

	Total Fund Expenditures, 1/23/12
	Ck#50085-50127
	$19,324.40

	Total Payroll, 1/15/12
	CK #49846-49905
	$125,478.69
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