
CITY OF CLARKSTONPRIVATE 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
January 17, 2012
CALL TO ORDER:

5:30 P.M., Clarkston City Hall, Chair Murray
ROLL CALL:

 Bob Gilbertson, Larry Moser, John Murray, Jim Merrill, Margo McCroskey 
             


Staff:    Jim Martin, Vickie Storey, Joel Hastings
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Minutes of the May 16, 2011 meeting were approved on a motion by Merrill/McCroskey. Motion carried. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
REGULAR BUSINESS: 
A. Collective Marijuana Gardens

Chief Hastings recapped the state legislation that has made collective marijuana gardens legal in Washington. A collective garden can consist of up to ten authorized individuals and contain up to 45 plants. Prior to this legislation an individual with a medical marijuana card could grow up to 15 plants for their own use. Hastings said he has several concerns with collective gardens, one of which is the quantity that can be grown. Many cities have adopted moratoriums against the gardens while they study the impacts and work on determining how to regulate them.  He said that Clarkston adopted a moratorium in September that is good for six months. He said we are at the point where we need to discuss where we will allow them to be located.

Hastings said some of the impacts are potential crime. He said there have been at least three burglaries in the city. Increased traffic as the growers tend to their plants; odor from the indoor growing system; noise and damage to the homes used for growing.  Merrill said since there are no provisions in state law for dispensaries, why are we even discussing growing. Hastings explained that people who are now authorized to grow can only grow for their own use or as a designated grower from someone with a medical card. He said the best we can do now to control the gardens is determine where they could be allowed that would be most compatible. 

Murray asked exactly what the city is asking the Planning Commission to do. Hastings said the law already allows individual medical grows and now the collective gardens. Zoning appears to be the only way that the city can regulate location.

Hastings presented some ideas to consider when deciding on zoning restrictions. Things to consider when looking at locations: should they be restricted to indoor gardens only; should they be confined to one zoning district ( maybe industrial); should they be prohibited from residential neighborhoods; should there be a certain distance from other collective gardens; should they be located a certain distance from uses such as schools, churches and youth oriented facilities. Other impacts to consider are lighting, odor, noise, security, size limits, and signs. Hastings said there is a big difference in potential impacts between personal and collective grows. The total value of a collective garden could be as much as $125,000, which can make it an attractive target for theft. 


Moser commented that 24 ounces sounds like a lot of marijuana. Hastings said it is.  Moser said if it is illegal, why allow it at all.  He said he would be in favor of a continued moratorium.  Murray said a moratorium is only allowed for six months and can be renewed once. Moser asked if the council could adopt an ordinance that would not allow collective gardens at all within one mile of a school. Murray said maybe, but you would have to show a reason to back up the decision. It appears that the federal government has said they will not pursue medical marijuana users or growers. 

McCroskey asked if the collective garden would be considered a commercial use, where would it fit in the zoning matrix. She commented that our zoning matrix does not have an agricultural designation. Martin said he feels it would have to be considered a commercial use because of the impacts on traffic, etc. Murray asked about home occupation. Martin said home occupation limits traffic. He said farming is not allowed in any zone. Merrill pointed out that gardens are allowed. 


Hastings said most cities are continuing with a moratorium. He has only found three cities that have adopted any regulations. He said Mukilteo has zoned it for light industrial. Hastings said there are new petitions before the legislature, one that would legalize marijuana and the other changes the rules for medical marijuana. Storey said the city can only continue the moratorium for a year. 

Martin said the city attorney should be part of the discussion also. Gilbertson asked if the city can limit the number of gardens allowed in the city. Hastings said we cannot, but setting distance requirements can help limit the number. A person can only grow in one location, so they would have to choose between an individual grow or a collective garden situation.

Murray stated that potential findings for extending a moratorium could include crime issues, traffic, noise, odor, damage to homes used for growing. Hastings said that extending the moratorium can give the city time to wait while some of the larger cities with more legal staff work through the issues and also to get a better idea of what the legislature might do.

Murray asked if someone from the drug task force could attend the next meeting to answer some specific questions and also have the city attorney here. 


Motion by Moser/ McCroskey to make a recommendation to the city council to extend the moratorium when the existing moratorium expires. Motion carried.


The next meeting will be set for a time when the attorney and task force officer can attend.

COMMUNICATIONS:


Planning Commission: 
Staff:  

ADJOURNMENT:


Meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m.      

 







__________________________










John Murray, Chair
Minutes, 1-17-12

