CITY OF CLARKSTONPRIVATE 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
January 4, 2010
CALL TO ORDER:

5:30 P.M., Clarkston City Hall, Chair Murray
ROLL CALL:

 John Murray, Bob Gilbertson, Larry Moser; Margo McCroskey; Merrill excused
             


Staff:    Jim Martin, Vickie Storey
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION BY GILBERTSON/MOSER to approve minutes of the November 2, 2009 meeting. Motion carried.  
PUBLIC HEARING:

Zone Change Application No. 2009-03, 400 8th Street

Chair Murray opened the public hearing at 5:35 p.m. PWD Martin introduced the application and explained that this request is to change the zoning at 400 8th Street from R-2 to Service Commercial. The intended use by the applicant is for a real estate office. Martin noted that there is adequate parking in the plans.
Leonard Ferrigno, the applicant, said he plans to have 6 parking spaces. He will have 3 employees plus himself working at the location. The house, which will be converted to an office, is located on the southwest side of 8th & Fair with the parking located to the west of the house.  Commission members asked several questions related to the specific use Ferrigno is planning.  


PWD Martin reminded the commission that it is their purpose to look at the big picture and remember that if the zone is changed to a commercial zone, then any use allowed in that zone would be allowed if the other criteria (such as lot size, parking, etc.) was met. Details of the use would be reviewed by the building department for approval. 

Ferrigno said the parking lot would be paved and the existing trees will be removed. Murray reminded him that a buffer is required between commercial and residential uses. 

Murray asked for public comment in favor of the application. There was none.


Murrays asked for public comment opposed to the application.  Shawn Bonnalie, owns property at 414 7th Street. She said that she is opposed to more businesses that would create traffic in the area. She said her son is living in the house and is planning to raise a family there. Bonnalie said there are many places available for business and Clarkston does not need to create more. 

Holly Tietz, 414 7th, stated she is not too concerned with a real estate business because she doesn’t feel it will create much traffic.  But she is concerned that other types of business might create more of an impact. 


PWD Martin commented that because of the lot size a change of use would require a review by the building department. 


Ferrigno commented that any increase in traffic would likely be on Fair Street, not on 8th. 


Danny Tietz, 414 7th Street, said he would like to see some trees replanted or some sort of landscaping on the property. 

Murray closed the public hearing at 5:50 p.m.

REGULAR BUSINESS:

Zone Change Application No. 2009-03, Ferrigno 


Martin explained that landscaping of the parking lot would be required only if there are more than six parking spaces. He reminded the commission that any use allowed in the Service Commercial zone would be able to locate if the zone change is granted. The only restriction would come from other requirements, mostly related to the lot size. 


Gilbertson asked about plans for a sign. Martin said any sign allowed in the zone by the sign code would be allowed. Ferrigno said he has not decided what kind of sign he will have. 


Moser said he understands the concerns of the neighbors. He agreed that there are potential uses if the zone change is granted that are not so attractive. 


McCroskey said she is not concerned with a real estate office because they tend to be good neighbors. Other potential uses do concern her. She also would prefer to see landscaping and had some concerns about lighted signs. 


Motion by Murray. McCroskey to approve the zone change application and send it to the city council with a recommendation for adoption. Murray commented that the south side of Fair Street has been looked at as potential service commercial use.  He said he believes it will remain a real estate office for the 10 to 15 years. 


Motion carried 4-0. 

Adopt Findings of Fact, Zoning Map Change Application No. 2009-02

PWD Martin explained that these are the findings for the zone change application at 305 Poplar that was voted on at the November meeting. Motion by Murray/McCroskey to adopt the findings.  Motion carried. 


Adopt Findings of Fact, Zone Text Change, Espresso Stands

Motion by Murray/Moser to adopt the findings.  Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:


Planning Commission: Commission said they want to get back to work on the Comp Plan. Murray commented that he has volunteered to work on a build-out forecast for the MPO consultant. 
Staff:  PWD Martin advised the commission that he has received a request for a use that is not addressed in the matrix. The code allows the planning commission to make a determination as to where the use might fit in the matrix.  The commission determined that this use would fit best in the industrial zone. 
ADJOURNMENT:


Meeting adjourned at 6.25 p.m.      

 







__________________________









John Murray, Chair
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