
CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
BUDGET WORKSHOP  
November 19, 2008
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 5:30 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, Smith, McLaughlin, Lomen, Baumberger; Brewer excused
Staff Present:  Clerk Storey, PWD Martin, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper, City Attorney Richardson
BUDGET WORKSHOP

Council started the workshop with the public works department budgets. PWD Martin gave council a prioritized list of his department’s supplemental requests. From the Parks budget the restrooms for Vernon Park will be covered with Lodging Tax funds, the Beachview shelter will be covered from Capital Improvements funds and the Beachview sidewalk will be deleted.

Streets- Sealcoat budget left as is. Baumberger suggested alternating the sealcoating and alley paving, doing a larger amount of each every other year to get a better price. Alley paving removed and the street shop lot pavement will be done at the same time. A metal locator will be purchased by the Sewer department and shared. The other items were left in the budget.


Sanitation – The purchase of a roll-off truck was removed. The other requests were left in the budget.


Sewer – all requested items were okayed except the mower at $20,000. Council wants to see a less expensive option. 

Tourism funding requests were approved. 

Current Expense – Wanda Keefer requested $25,000 to assist with matching funds for a grant the Port is anticipating to construct a transient boat dock for public use. 

Chief Hastings explained his request for an additional patrol position. He said the work load will increase with the opening of Wal-Mart and he is concerned with officer safety. Council was in favor of adding the position and authorizing the purchase of necessary equipment for the officer. 

Chief Cooper presented his supplemental requests. Council questioned the request to purchase a new chair for the station for $600. Ambulance purchases and related staffing are not included in the budget and would only be added if the City is forced to start up a transport service. 

The workshop was recessed until after the Special Meeting to address the proposed purchase of a building for a new city hall, scheduled for 7:00.

The budget workshop was continued at 8:00.

Council agreed to fund flu shots for all employees. A transfer to Current Expense Reserve of $120,000 to replace REET revenue was added. Remodel and moving expenses for a new building were postponed until a decision is made on the building. The design consultant was also removed. The increase for Asotin County Emergency Services was approved. Undecided was an increase in the contract amount for public defender and city attorney, funding for Valley Vision, the health district, and the aquatic center.
An additional workshop was set for December 2 at 5:30 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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