
CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
November 10, 2008
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, McLaughlin, Lomen, Baumberger, Brewer, Smith 
Staff Present:  Clerk Storey, Chief Hastings, City Attorney Richardson, Chief Cooper
AGENDA CHANGES:  

Add Public Works Committee to committee reports and Lodging Tax Funding request to New Business. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to approve the minutes of the October 27, 2008 Regular Meeting.  Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public

None.
B. From the Mayor
Mayor Engle asked Community Development Committee to design an award for Clarkston School District

Mayor Engle announced there is a Veteran’s Day ceremony at the Veteran’s Home Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. 

Mayor Engle announced that the joint meeting with Lewiston on the ambulance issue will be rescheduled for sometime in December. 

C. From Staff
PWD Martin informed council that there is a meeting for elected officials on the Phase II Stormwater planning on November 18 at 6:00 at Walla Walla Community College. 
PUBLIC HEARING:

Revenue Sources and Property Taxes for the 2009 Budget

Mayor Engle opened the public hearing at 7:07 p.m. Clerk Storey gave a brief overview of the anticipated revenues. The major changes from 2008 revenues are in the grant lines and in gambling taxes due to the rate reduction for card rooms.  Storey said the council has the option to take a 1% increase in property taxes. Council will need to make a decision at the council meeting on November 24. Councilmember Beadles said he believes the council will need to take the property tax increase this year. 

There was no public comment. 

Council set a budget workshop on November 19 at 5:30 p.m.

The public hearing was closed at 7:15 p.m.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


None.
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Lodging Tax Funding Requests
Michelle Peters presented the funding request for Hells Canyon Visitor Bureau for 2009. She gave some statistics on visitors and tourism that she had provided previously to council. Peters said the county is planning to allocate $30,000 of their lodging tax to promote the Aquatic Center again and hopes the city will continue to make up for that loss. HCVB is requesting $75,000 for the 2009 budget. Peters said now that this is a valley-wide visitor bureau they have opened a second office in Lewiston. Councilmember Brewer asked how much Lewiston is contributing to the budget. Peters said they contribute $50,000. 
Kristin Kemak presented the Chamber’s funding request. She said the Chamber request is for $15,450, which is less than they requested for 2008, but a bit more than they were allocated. Kemak said the Chamber has been working closely with HCVB to ensure that they are not duplicating services and the Chamber is taking a supporting role to HCVB.

B. Ordinance No. 1438, Rescind CMC 15.16, 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1438 was read by title. 

C. Ordinance No. 1439, Rescind CMC 15.17, 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1439 was read by title.

D. Ordinance No. 1440, Adopt 2006 International Property Maintenance Code, 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1440 was read by title.

E. Ordinance No. 1441, Adopt 2006 International Residential Code, 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1441 was read by title.

F. Ordinance No. 1442, Adopt 2006 International Building Code, 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1442 was read by title.

G. Ordinance No. 1443, Adopt 2006 International Fire Code, 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1443 was read by title.

H. Ordinance No. 1444, Adopt 2006 International Mechanical Code, 1st Reading

Ordinance No. 1444 was read by title.
G. Ordinance No. 1445, Adopt 2006 International Existing Building Code, 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1445 was read by title.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

FINANCE

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/BREWER to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for November 10, 2008 of $480,859.34. Motion carried. 
Councilmember Beadles pointed out that prior council direction was for large purchases to come back to council for final approval before being made, even though they are in the budget and that isn’t being done anymore. Committee would like to see any purchase over $10,000 have council approval prior to being made. 
Councilmember Brewer reported on a news article from Port Angeles regarding the financing of their indoor swimming pool. The article indicated that the city has given the issue to the citizens to come up with a plan to fund the pool or it will be closing. Council thought that article should be shared with the County Commissioners. 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE:

Councilmember Baumberger asked for authorization to proceed with the purchase of property for the Southside Gateway Entry Project. An agreement has been prepared by our attorney.  Purchase price is $1,000 plus closing costs. MOTION BY WARREN/MCLAUGHLIN to authorize the purchase. Motion carried. 

Baumberger reported that committee has been discussing addition of restrooms in Vernon Park and will bring it to council for budget discussion. The estimated cost is about $62,000 for restrooms, curb and sidewalks. The restroom is available from state bid and can be purchased with lodging tax. Sidewalk improvements can be paid with the funds budgeted for the sidewalk program. Other needed work to complete the project can be done in-house. 
This year’s alley paving project has been completed by Herco. PWD Martin commented that Herco has done an excellent job, more than was required. MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/WARREN to accept the project as complete. Motion carried. 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:


Councilmember Brewer asked the status of funding for the entry project. Councilmember Warren said that donations have been less than anticipated, but the committee is working on funding efforts. 
Beadles offered kudos to PWD Martin for his work with Wal-Mart 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Council adjourned to Executive Session at 7:52 p.m. to discuss property acquisition and litigation.  Anticipated length of session is 30 minutes and action may be taken as a result. 

Council returned to open session at 8:30 p.m.

Councilmember Baumberger stated that the city has received a signed offer of sale for the building and property located at 825 – 831 6th Street, currently owned by James Broemmeling. The asking price is $699,000. Additional terms of the proposal include accepting the property as is; accepting the lease arrangements with current tenants; allowing James Broemmeling to remain in his current office space until September 30, 2009, rent free; with closing to occur prior to December 1, 2008. 

Terms were discussed and a counter offer requiring Broemmeling to take responsibility for having the tenants vacate by May 1, 2009. 

MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/BREWER to accept the offer amended to require the seller to have the tenants vacate by May 1, 2008. 


Councilmember McLaughlin asked how the purchase will be funded. Baumberger replied that we can use the Capital Improvement Fund and funds from the Street Reserve Fund that were put in for the Southway Bridge repairs since that project won’t be started in the near future. 


After additional discussion there was a MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/BREWER to amend paragraph 3 of the sale offer to include the condition that the property have a satisfactory inspection. Motion carried. 

The motion to approve the purchase as amended carried. 


MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/BEADLES to have the city attorney review the offer of sale and revise it as council has amended. Motion carried. 

MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/WARREN authorizing the facility planning committee to move forward with the transaction.  Motion carried. 


MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/BREWER to fund the purchase with $500,000 from Capital Improvement Fund and the balance from Current Expense Fund. Motion carried. 
ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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