CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
September 13, 2010
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Smith, Nash, Lawrence, Lomen, McLaughlin, Beadles 
Staff Present:  City Attorney Grow, Clerk Storey, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper, PWD Martin
AGENDA CHANGES:  Item “C” under New Business as changed to reflect that it is from Admin Committee.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the minutes of the August 23, 2010 regular meeting. Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public 
Leslie Lightfoot, 1331 8th Street asked why there are two people in administration for stormwater and no maintenance people. She asked when the increases were scheduled to stop, what equipment is planned and where the budget numbers came from. the city has not done a good job of researching the requirements.

Sheri Duthie, 1249 7th Street, asked what the council found about the EPA urine testing. Councilmember McLaughlin said it was a health department project and had nothing to do with the EPA. Councilmember Lawrence said that it was authorized at the state level and was for determining trends in certain diseases. She suggested if Ms. Duthie wants more details she should contact the Health Department. 
B.  From the Mayor

 Mayor Engle welcomed the audience to the new city hall building. She thanked Jerry Brotnov, Dick Flerchinger and all those who had a hand in designing and completing the building. 

Mayor Engle presented a certificate of appreciation to Councilmember Smith for his assistance with the move. 


Mayor Engle announced that Cycle Oregon arrived today.

B. From Staff
Clerk Storey asked council to let her know which meeting room they want to use for committee meetings so they can be scheduled. Storey also said if anyone is interested in attending the AWC Regional meeting in Spokane on October 13 to let her know so they can be registered. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
NEW BUSINESS:
A.  Proclamation, National Recovery Month
Clerk Storey read the proclamation.  MOTION BY BEADLES/LAWRENCE to authorize the mayor to sign the proclamation.  Motion carried. 
B. Lodging Tax Advisory Appointment 
Councilmember Warren said that Danielle Scott from the Quality Inn has volunteered to serve on the Lodging Tax Advisory representing the collectors of the tax. MOTION BY WARREN/BEADLES to appoint Scott. Motion carried. 
C. Admin Committee, Recommendation to Allow Dogs in City Parks
Councilmember Lawrence reported that the city may be in violation of ADA regulations by not allowing dogs in the parks because the language excludes service animals. Committee is considering recommending that all dogs be allowed in parks, on leash with owners required to clean up their feces. They propose to exclude all dogs except service animals for large public events, such as National Night Out. Councilmember Beadles commented that City of Asotin just adopted a new ordinance and maybe we should review theirs before making a decision. Mayor Engle also suggested that the committees get input from public works and police as to how the changes might impact their workload. Councilmember McLaughlin commented that it won’t create any more enforcement or work than they currently experience. Mayor Engle also mentioned the cost of dog stations is about $400 each, plus supplies.
D. Authorize SAFER Grant Application
Councilmember Warren reported that the fire department is asking to apply for a SAFER grant to use for recruitment and retention. Chief Cooper said it would be used for training materials, child care for training time, replacement of wages when volunteers attend out of town training. There is no match requirement.  MOTION BY WARREN/BEADLES to authorize the grant application. Motion carried. 
E. Facilities Committee Report, Public Safety Remodel

Councilmember Beadles said that Jerry Brotnov has put together a proposal and cost estimate to infill between the fire station and old city hall. It would add office space for the fire department and allow a restroom to be moved out of the new training room. Cost of the addition is about $45,000.  There are also some security needs that are not included in the original proposal. Brotnov said he and Chief Hastings visited a couple of newer departments for security ideas. One is to build a secure fence around the parking lot on the north side of the fire station with electronic access. The second major safety enhancement would be to put secure doors in the police department that would be opened with a proximity card. It makes the doors more secure and also creates an audit trail for who has accessed the building. Windows would also be infilled for security reasons. 

Councilmember Beadles said the total estimated cost for all the improvements is about $89,000, which could be taken from the Capital Improvement Fund. MOTION BY BEADLES/LAWRENCE to authorize the proposed changes and fund from Capital Improvement. Motion carried. 

F.  Resolution No. 2010-18, Interlocal Agreement – Stormwater 
PWD Martin said this Interlocal Agreement will pull the three participating entities together and sets guidelines for operating the stormwater utility. It establishes a management team to operate and make recommendations for operations. He said it does not remove any control from the elected officials. He recommends that council approve this agreement and look at making any changes they feel necessary after adoption. He said there have been some concerns with a method for lowering rates if the group wanted to. 

MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to approve Resolution No. 2010-18. Beadles commented that all through history someone has had to step up and take chances to make progress. This is an opportunity to protect the environment and leave a legacy. Councilmember Nash asked if this agreement sets the budget. Martin said it does not. Nash asked what happens to this Interlocal if Ordinance No. 1474 is voted down. City Attorney Grow said he is not sure, but if the city does not proceed it will be open to liability. Councilmember Warren commented that even if all this fails, the city will still be obligated to meet the requirements of stormwater regulations; there just won’t be any funding to do so. Nash said he is concerned with the fees to business during this economic downturn. Councilmember Smith commented that 68% of Americans do not trust Congress. He believes adopting these fees could cause job layoffs. Lawrence commented that the city does not get to choose which laws it abides by and what to ignore. Councilmember McLaughlin asked if this Interlocal sets the fees. Martin said it does not. That will be done by a separate resolution. Grow suggested if council wants some language changes they should decide so the agreement can be modified. 
Gary Gunkle compared stormwater regulations to the health bill, saying it will start low and spiral upward. 

Cheryl Sonnen, Stormwater Coordinator, said there are permit requirements that have to be met. Without the utility, there will be no funding to meet those requirements. She said this utility seems to be the fairest way to assess fees. The O & M plans have to be fully implemented by August 2011, the Construction Ordinance has to be implemented by January 2011 and the Illicit Discharge Ordinance that has to be fully implemented in 2011.  Street sweeping, cleaning of catch basins and other activities have to be done, with pollution reduction practices in place. 
Mayor Engle commented that if the federal and state stormwater regulations went away, the ordinances could be rescinded. 

Motion carried, 4-3; Beadles, Warren, Lawrence and Nash in favor; Smith, Lomen and McLaughlin opposed. 

G. Ordinance No. 1474, Stormwater Utility – 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1474 was read by title. Councilmember Beadles commented that the budget is subject to each entity’s approval.

Wanda Keefer asked if there was going to an opportunity for public comment. Council allowed her to speak. Keefer stated that she believes the Interlocal Agreement should provide for representation from business and the public on the management team. She said the Port is not opposed to the utility, but it is concerned with how the Ports roads are treated. She expressed concern that the property owner is required to be directly responsible for the fees, which would make the Port the collection agency, and they may not be able to pass the fees on to tenants because they have leases. 

H. Authorize Engineering Agreement for Streetlight Project
PWD Martin said that construction documents are needed before the project can go to bid.  He has a proposal fro Riedesel Engineering for $28,465 to prepare construction documents and bid documents. He anticipates the project should then be ready to begin construction right after the holidays. MOTION BY NASH/BEADLES to authorize an agreement with Riedesel for $28,465. Motion carried. 

I. Sewer Line Repair – Budget Amendment Request
PWD Martin said that during routine line inspections it was discovered that a section of line between 2nd & 3rd Streets is cracked.  He obtained two quotes for repair. The low bid was $10,000 and is asking for a budget amendment to make those repairs. MOTION BY NASH/LAWRENCE to authorize the budget amendment for $10,000 from Sewer Line Reserve. Motion carried. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FINANCE:

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/LOMEN to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for August 31, 2010 of $8,029.23 and for September 13, 2010 of $454,570.06.  Motion carried. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:


Councilmember Beadles said he feels the city should adopt a policy for facility use. He has obtained a copy of the school district policy and Admin Committee will review and make a recommendation. 


Councilmember McLaughlin commented that City Attorney Grow has expressed some concern with the misdemeanor language in the dog ordinance. 


Councilmember Nash commented that the council needs to make a decent decision on the stormwater issue.  


Councilmember McLaughlin said there is pressure to get things adopted for stormwater, but she doesn’t know what the “program” is. PWD Martin said the Interlocal talks to the purpose of the program and lists the basics.

Councilmember Beadles urged council to take time to do the dog ordinance right. 

MEDIA QUESTIONS:

ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor

	Total Fund Expenditures, 8/31/10
	CK# 46070-46072
	$8,029.23

	Total Payroll, 09/13/10
	Ck #46073, 46137-46231
	$220,988.93

	Total Payroll,  8/31/10
	Ck #46074-46136
	$233,581.13
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