
CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
February 23, 2009
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, McLaughlin, Lomen, Baumberger, Smith
Staff Present:  Clerk Storey, Chief Hastings, City Attorney Grow, Chief Cooper
AGENDA CHANGES: Councilmember Baumberger changed the order of items “B” and “C” under New Business. Councilmember Smith added a discussion on use of Arnold Park.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to approve the minutes of the February 9, 2009 Regular Meeting.  Motion carried. 
INTERVIEWS OF COUNCIL APPLICANTS:

Council applicants were interviewed individually, beginning with Dan Cease, 1122 6th Street. Mr. Cease discussed his history of community service in Western Washington and his involvement with planning issues. He addressed the written questions that had been provided prior to the meeting. Cease said the city is poised to grow and the growth should be controlled. He was on the Asotin County Parks & Rec committee dealing with the aquatic center. He said that the city’s priorities should be addressed first before funds are contributed to the aquatic center. Regarding a new city hall, Cease agreed that the police department probably needs more room. He said a city hall should be an inviting place for the public, but cautioned that the city should move slowly due to the current economy. Cease said that the city should spend within its budget and not create a deficit position. He did not feel the EMS levy should be used for non-emergency transport. He commented that he wants to serve on council because he always has an opinion and feels his past experience in management and county development would be an asset. 

Kenneth Bishop, 1238 Billups, feels the aquatic center doesn’t get enough use to warrant the money being spent on it. He feels a new city hall is needed. Bishop said there isn’t much land available for growth in the city, but that we could attract small businesses. He wants to be a part of the city’s growth. He said the city should be looking at starting our own ambulance transport.

George Nash, 1115 Highland, said he has attended many council meetings and has applied for council and run for election several times. He currently is a member of the Administrative / Intergovernmental Committee and is on the Planning Commission. He is aware of what is going on and could just step right in. Nash commented that there are a lot of vacant buildings that need to be filled with businesses. Public safety is a priority and he feels a contingency plan for ambulance is a necessity. 


Brandon Craig, 410 8th Street, said the city needs to attract business to bring new jobs. He doesn’t believe the city should spend money it may not have to continue supporting the aquatic center. He said expanding the city hall could make a positive statement for the city but we need to make the right decision financially. He is not in favor of deficit spending. Public safety, improvements and expansion are his priorities. He doesn’t believe the EMS levy should be used for non-emergency transports. He said he is interested in government and thinks he can help make a difference. 


Paul Higueria, 1002 9th Street, said he has lived in Clarkston for 18 years and raised his family here. He has been a reserve police officer. Higueria said the city needs to encourage growth of new businesses. The aquatic center is a white elephant and the city should keep its money for city needs. He said the police department needs more space and moving city hall is a good idea. He said that available funds should be allocated according to priorities. Higueria said he has common sense and a sense of humor and thinks he can help improve things in the city.


Bryan Skinner, 632 Riverview, said he was raised in Clarkston and is raising his family here. He wants to help make it a safe community that his children want to remain in. He would like to find ways to make it easier for new businesses to locate in Clarkston to bring new jobs. He supports the aquatic center but knows it is a financial problem for the community. He feels it should have support from the whole community, including Lewiston since it serves the valley. He agrees that a new city hall is needed, but is not sure this is the right time to be spending a million dollars. He is not in favor of deficit spending. Would look at public safety as the first priority and review what is necessary. He feels the entities need to work together to resolve the EMS issues.

Council (with the exception of Councilmember Baumberger) and the mayor retired to executive session at 7:40 p.m. to discuss the interviews. Anticipated length of session is ten minutes. Council returned to open session at 7:49 p.m. 


Councilmember Smith nominated George Nash to fill the open position.


Councilmember Baumberger nominated Bryan Skinner.


Nash received five votes and Skinner received 1 vote. 


Clerk Storey administered the oath of office to George Nash and he was seated at the council table. 


Mayor Engle thanked all the applicants and encouraged them to consider serving the city in other ways. She also reminded them that 5 positions will be up for election this fall. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public

B.  From the Mayor
Mayor Engle reported that Hank Juve has resigned from the Civil Service Commission. Clerk Storey said she has placed a notice on the city’s web site.

Mayor Engle said the city received a notice from Lewiston regarding their proposed new skate park. They are looking for a letter of support for a grant application. MOTION BY BEADLES/McLAUGHLIN to send a letter of support. 
B. From Staff
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

A.  Resolution No. 2009-02, Adopt Comprehensive Plan Update
MOTION BY WARREN/McLAUGHLIN to adopt the Comprehensive Plan as it was revised in 2007. She commented that the plan is undergoing study for further revisions and it will be brought before council in the future with those changes. Motion carried. 
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Richard Wright, City Hall Option, Bridge Street Center
Richard Wright addressed the council regarding a building he owns at 1366 Bridge Street. The building is partially occupied. There is about 7,000 sq. ft. of unoccupied space. 2,500 sq. ft. is finished. He provided a sketch of that area. There is an additional 4,500 sq. ft. of unfinished space. There are a total of 62 parking spaces with the property. Mr. Wright did not propose a price for the property. He said he just wanted to let council know that the building is available and he would be willing to discuss options if council is interested. 
B.  Ambulance Contingency Plan Draft Review
Councilmember Baumberger said the contingency plan is a draft and no decision is needed at this time. He suggested that councilmembers review the information and forward any questions to Chief Cooper.
Chief Cooper presented the draft plan. He said the plan focuses on delivery of services within the city. There is information on revenue collected as user fees, information on the current EMS levies and also cost information. He asked the council to be sure and contact him with any questions or comments. It is a plan that could be used to develop service if the current agreement for transport should lapse. Cooper said that the current tiered service is a good service and has been in place for many years. The request to develop the plan is a result of Lewiston’s request for other entities to contribute to the cost of their EMS service. Cooper said he has not been conservative in discussing the potential cost of developing a separate service. Personnel costs would depend on what level of staffing is chosen. There is also discussion of creating a reserve program to help offset some overtime costs. 
Cooper said any service developed should be cooperative with services provided by surrounding entities. The plan discusses several options that could be considered up to and including privatizing. 
Councilmember Beadles asked if there has been any discussion of privatizing service for the entire valley. Cooper said he has not heard any discussion of that option. Mayor Engle commented that it is not feasible to operate a transport service in just Clarkston. The whole county would have to be part of such a plan. Councilmember Baumberger asked if bid laws have to be followed to purchase ambulances. Cooper said if we wrote specs for new ambulances they would have to be bid. Clerk Storey added that there is a process to suspend the bid requirements for used or demo equipment that is considered “one of a kind”. Chief Cooper was authorized to discuss the contingency with City of Asotin and Asotin County. Cooper reminded council that Lewiston requires a decision by May 31 on whether the city is going to agree to pay them for ambulance service. 
C. SAFER Grant – Fire Department  
Chief Cooper said he applied for a SAFER Grant last summer. The grant was for a daytime position to help fill standby needs when volunteers are working their regular jobs. It is a five-year grant with a declining amount until the fifth year when the entire responsibility for the cost of the firefighter falls upon the city. Other requirements are that the city has to maintain the current staffing level during the term of the grant and sustain the employment of the grant hire for the term of the grant. Failure to comply with the grant conditions could require that the grant be repaid. Cooper cautioned that the uncertainty of the EMS program is a factor to consider before accepting the grant. Cooper estimated that about $13,000 could be saved in overtime and volunteer costs. MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/WARREN to accept the grant. Councilmember McLaughlin asked what the timeframe is. Cooper said a response is needed soon. Once accepted we would have three months to hire. Motion carried. 
D. Arnold Park use for Soccer 
Councilmember Smith reported the city has received a request from the soccer association to build a soccer field at Arnold Park. The soccer club would do the needed work at their expense. There are some trees that would need to be removed and the backstop from the baseball diamond would be moved to protect a nearby house. The soccer club would replace the trees. MOTION BY SMITH/WARREN to authorize the soccer club to move ahead with renovations under direction from city staff. Councilmember Beadles expressed some concern with liability issues. Smith included a requirement for indemnity in his motion.  Motion carried. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

FINANCE

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/LOMEN to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for February 23, 2009 of $188,859.63. Motion carried. 
ADMINISTRATIVE/INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE
No report. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:


Councilmember Warren suggested that new councilmember Nash be assigned to committees. Nash will serve on Public Works and Finance Committees. 
ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m.
_________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor

	Total Fund Expenditures, 2/23/09
	Ck #38444-38493
	$85,138.55

	Total Payroll, 2/15/09
	Ck #38030+38081
	$103,721.08
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