
CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
April 13, 2009
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, Smith, McLaughlin, Lomen, Baumberger, Nash
Staff Present:  Clerk Storey, PWD Martin, Chief Hastings, City Attorney Grow, Chief Cooper
AGENDA CHANGES:  Unfinished Business - Chamber Request for “Alive after Five”; New Business – Appointment to Community Development Committee 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to approve the minutes of the March 23, 2009 Regular Meeting.  Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public

Mark Hewitt addressed the council regarding his proposal to remodel and sell the Lee Morris building for a new city hall. He said he plans to pursue other options for the building if there is no indication of interest from the council. 

Noemi Ortega, representing the Census Bureau, provided information on the upcoming 2010 Census. The actual count will begin on April 1, 2010. She asked the city to adopt a proclamation supporting the census effort and to help raise awareness for the census. Ortega explained that efforts are starting in tow weeks to identify addresses using a GPS system. MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/BEADLES to adopt a proclamation supporting the 2010 Census. Motion carried.  MOTION BY BAUMERGER/BEADLES to support formation of the Complete Count Committee. Motion carried.  
B. From the Mayor
Mayor Engle announced that Jim Braddock has received his building inspector certification.

Mayor Engle reported that Saturday was the annual clean-up day sponsored by the Chamber. The work crew concentrated on Bridge and 6th Streets.

Mayor Engle said there is a meeting scheduled for Thursday, April 16, with City of Lewiston on ambulance services. She said the committee needs direction from the council in order to negotiate with Lewiston. Councilmember Warren commented that there will be a public comment period and encouraged the public to attend. The meeting will be at Clarkston City Hall at 4:00. Councilmember Baumberger asked permission to attend. Council had no objection. 
Mayor Engle said the City has not received a proposed contract from Lewiston. Councilmember Warren stated that Lewiston has asked for $252,000 to continue services with the option to adjust annually. Mayor Engle said she is concerned with the viability of Clarkston beginning its own ambulance service as a stand alone operation. She believes some type of regional approach is best. Councilmember Beadles said we need an actual request and proposal from Lewiston so there is something to respond to. He said it appears that Asotin County is not interested in working with Clarkston. Councilmember Nash said he wants to see the best service for the residents and has talked with several who think Clarkston should just start their own.  Councilmember Baumberger commented that he spoke with Commissioner Mattoon last fall about placing Clarkston EMS staff in the county. Consensus was to meet with the Lewiston, see what they have to offer and then go from there. 

Chief Cooper said that everyone acknowledges that Lewiston has provided good service over the years. But the City has not done a good job of providing financial information that we need to make a decision. Cooper said if Clarkston is forced to do something it is definitely more efficient to something countywide. There are many ways it could be done, including an EMS district, a joint powers agreement, contract services and other options. 
C.  From Staff

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

A. CableONE Franchise for Public Comment and Council Action
Councilmember McLaughlin said the City and CableONE are in the process of renewing their franchise. The City is looking for public comment or concerns with the cable service. If no concerns are expressed the city will proceed with a ten-year franchise agreement. 

Brandon Macz, Tribune reporter, asked if there has been any agreement on whether KIDQ will be added to lineup. McLaughlin replied that the city cannot require that as a condition of the franchise, but it has been discussed. Bob Gilbertson, 1237 9th, asked why the city is considering a ten-year agreement. Councilmember Warren explained that federal regulations require that negotiations begin three years prior to the expiration of a franchise so if we did a shorted agreement we could be negotiating all the time. MOTIN BY WARREN/BEADLES to draft an ordinance granting CableONE a ten-year franchise. Motion carried. 
B. Chamber of Commerce Request for “Alive after Five”
Councilmember Warren said the Chamber is seeking approval for street closures, no parking signs and use of Vernon Park for vendors for the “Alive after Five” event scheduled for May 7 from 3:30 until 9:30 p.m. MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to approve the Chamber request subject to police, fire and DOT approval. Motion carried. 
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Doug Schurman, re: Storm water Regulations
Doug Schurman addressed the council regarding federal regulations requiring stormwater management. Schurman said this is just another level of bureaucracy that will cost the taxpayers money and is not necessary 

B. Appointment to Planning Commission
Councilmember Warren stated that there were two applicants for the Planning Commission vacancy, Dan Cease and Bob Gilbertson. MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/McLAUGHLIN to appoint Bob Gilbertson. Motion carried. 
C. Ordinance No. 1453, Amend 2009 Budget – 1st Reading
Ordinance No. 1453 was read by title. 
D. Adopt By-laws of Storm water Advisory Group
PWD Martin stated that council previously authorized the Storm water Advisory Group (SWAG). These are the by-laws that govern the group. They have been approved by City of Asotin and Asotin County. MOTION BY WARREN/BAUMBERGER to adopt the by-laws. McLaughlin asked why the city just doesn’t step out of the storm water process. Martin said some cities have tried that and have been forced to comply. Baumberger added that because we are in an urban area we are included in these regulations. These by-laws just organize the SWAG to do the required planning. Councilmember Smith suggested sending a letter of protest to the federal and state governments. Motion carried 4-3; Baumberger, Warren, Beadles and Nash in favor; McLaughlin, Smith and Lomen opposed
E. Contract Approval – Corp Patrol
MOTIN BY SMITH/BAUMBERGER to approve the contract with the Corp of Engineers for patrol of the greenbelt. Motion carried. 
F. Clarkston Entrance Project – Sign
Councilmember Warren said the entrance committee has requested funds to complete the welcome sign at the entrance project. If additional funds are received, the city would be reimbursed for this contribution. MOTION BY WARREN/BEADLES to authorize a budget amendment for $5,000 from the Community Enhancement Fund to complete the welcome sign. Motion carried. 

G. Memorandum of Understanding, Reserve Firefighter Program
Councilmember Baumberger stated that the Admin Committee has reviewed the MOU and recommends approval. MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/McLAUGHLIN to approve the MOU with the firefighters to create a reserve program. Councilmember Beadles complemented the union for working with the city on this agreement. Motion carried. 

H. Appointment to Community Development Committee
Councilmember Warren reported that Wanda Keefer has resigned from the committee and Kathy Parker has left SWEDA and moved. The committee received an application from Dan Cease. MOTION BY WARREN/SMITH to appoint Dan Cease to the Community Development Committee. Motion carried. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

FINANCE

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/LOMEN to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for March 31, 2009, of $715.05 and for April 13, 2009 of $351,754.88. Motion carried. 
ADMINISTRATIVE/INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE:

No report

COUNCIL COMMENTS:
Councilmember Smith commented that the city can’t limit the number of cable providers, but a non-elected body can limit the number of ambulance licenses allowed. 

Councilmember Baumberger asked anyone with comments or questions regarding ambulance negotiations to get them Warren prior to the meeting on April 16.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Council adjourned to Executive Session to discuss the City Attorney contract at 8:40 p.m. No action is anticipated. 


Council returned to open session at 8:45.
ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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