
CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
September 28, 2009
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, Lomen, Baumberger, Nash, Smith, McLaughlin 
Staff Present:  City Attorney Grow, Clerk/Treasurer Storey, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper

AGENDA CHANGES:  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the minutes of September 14, 2009. Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public

B.  From the Mayor

Mayor Engle reported that budgets are a little behind schedule.
C.  From Staff

Clerk Storey reported on the WCIA Land Use Liability training that was held here last week. Topics covered included land use decisions including permitting, zoning, and other quasi judicial processes. Attorney Ken Harper also covered annexation issues, explaining that a cost analysis should be considered prior to moving forward with an annexation. There are three ways to annex: the petition method; a newly authorized Interlocal agreement method where an agreement is made between a city, county and fire district; and council initiated action which requires public hearings and a vote by the affected property owners. 
City Attorney Grow said he was attempting to revise the ordinance adopted in 2008 and then rescinded that would have increased council and mayor salaries. He asked for clarification as to how council wanted the effective dates to read. Council agreed that when the ordinance was rescinded that was the final action and there was no need to bring it back again.

Chief Cooper reported on a workshop meeting he attended in Lewiston earlier in the day regarding mutual aid for fire and EMS services. He said the discussion centered mainly on mutual aid with Clarkston. It appears that Lewiston may consider separate mutual aid agreements for fire and EMS and they may be contacting the council to discuss options. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


A.  Ordinance No. 1458, Establish National Night Out Fund – 2nd Reading for Action

Ordinance No. 1458 was read by title.  MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve Ordinance No. 1458.  Motion carried.  
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Approval of Grant Applications for Stormwater Program 

Cheryl Sonnen, Stormwater Coordinator, explained that Department of Ecology is offering grants of $50,000 per entity to help offset the cost of stormwater planning. The combined grants for Asotin, Clarkston and Asotin County will cover the cost of her salary for the next sixteen months and there is also funding to help offset some of Jim Martin and Jim Grow’s expenses along with a mapping project.  The grant funding should help postpone the need to impose utility fees.  MOTION BY BEADLES/McLAUGHLIN to authorize signature on the DOE grant application. Motion carried. Councilmember Nash asked about the payments for grant administration that have been billed. Sonnen said those are for the months of July and August when there was no grant coverage available. 

B.  Recommendation for Purchase of Third Ambulance 

Chief Cooper said the City has two ambulances available for use now.  Options for obtaining a third ambulance include purchase of a demo unit or a reconditioned box remounted on a new chassis. HE would prefer to pursue a bid process for the purchase of the third vehicle, asking for bids on both options and then choosing the best fit for our needs. Mayor Engle commented that council should designate a funding source prior to going out to bid. Councilmember Baumberger replied that they need a budget to work from first. 

Councilmember Beadles asked if another used ambulance is an option. Cooper said that he has not seen any suitable vehicles that are available at this time. Councilmember Nash questioned whether purchasing a unit with a shorter cab would eliminate the need to add on to the building. Cooper replied that the type we are purchasing is the short cab and shortening the box would give reduced space for equipment and staff to work. Nash asked if the current EMS vehicle will still be available for backup. Cooper said it will be. 

MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/WARREN to approve the preparation of bids specs for both a remount and a demo ambulance unit. Motion carried. 


C.  Ordinance No. 1459, Budget Amendment – 1st Reading 

Ordinance No. 1459 was read by title.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

FINANCE

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/LOMEN to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for September 28, 2009 of $283,499.44.  Motion carried.
.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:


Councilmember McLaughlin said she appreciated the letter from Garfield County thanking the City for loaning a fire department vehicle. 


Councilmember Lomen said he received a letter from Diane Brown regarding the ambulance issue and has tried several times to contact her with no success. 
ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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