


[bookmark: _GoBack]CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
FEBRUARY 28, 2011

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

       COUNCIL:
Beadles				Lawrence
Lomen					McLaughlin
Nash					Smith
Warren

STAFF:
Chief Cooper				Chief Hastings
PWD Martin				Clerk Storey
City Attorney Grow

AGENDA CHANGES:  
	
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY BEADLES/LAWRENCE  to approve the minutes of the February 14, 2011 regular meeting. Motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public 
Sheri Duthie, 1249 7th Street, spoke on behalf of Respect Clarkston. She asked the council to make two motions and vote on them. Duthie said that would be a step showing good faith in their willingness to work with the citizens. First, she asked that members of audience be allowed to rebut comments or attacks made about them by council.  She also asked the city to begin the process to eliminate the need to meet the storm water mandates.  She said these requests and the council actions regarding the requests will be posted on Respect Clarkston website along with how councilmembers voted.
Doug Schurman said he attended the County Commission meeting. He said a state lobbyist that the County has on retainer informed the commission that the state has no money. He said that will impact things like the county fair and other things the state helps fund.  Schurman said governments need to be very careful with what they have and make it last. 

B. From the Mayor
Councilmember McLaughlin asked for a copy of Duthie’s request which she supplied. 
Mayor Engle said the PTBA is looking for a representative from the council.  Councilmember Smith has been unable to attend regularly and  suggested someone else be appointed.  Councilmember Lawrence volunteered and Councilmember Warren said she would fill in as needed. We will check with PTBA to see if the position can be shared.

	C.  From Staff
	
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
A. Facilities Committee Report – Public Safety Remodel
Councilmember Beadles reported that committee met with the architect, who has also met with staff to trim the project and reduce the cost.  Beadles said the budget gap is projected at about $218,000.
Jerry Brotnov said he met with department heads to trim costs while keeping the project as whole as possible.  The fire department has offered some possible changes including crew quarters remodel, crew retention changes and storm drain revisions. Brotnov said the safety features for both facilities have been retained. The biggest cost items are electrical systems and heating and air.  Brotnov said cost to replace the facility with new construction would be about $3.125 million.  
Councilmember Beadles said it has probably been about 40 years since any substantial work has been done on either facility.
MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to allocate the additional $220,000 from capital improvement funds to move forward with the project.  Motion carried. 

B. Funding Agreement, Asotin County Health District
Councilmember Beadles stated that he believes it is time to move forward with these funding requests.  MOTION BY BEADLES/LAWRENCE to approve the agreement. Councilmember Lomen said he felt it should remain tabled.  Councilmember Nash said these funds were discussed at budget time and it is not fair to hold the organizations in limbo.  Councilmember Smith said he doesn’t feel we have the resources to be giving money away.  Motion failed: 3-4; Beadles, Lawrence and Nash in favor; McLaughlin, Lomen, Warren and Smith opposed. 

C. Funding Agreement, Valley Vision
MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the funding agreement with Valley Vision.  Councilmember McLaughlin said she doesn’t feel like this is a good time to commit these funds as it is discretionary funds.  Motion failed: 3-4, Beadles, Nash and Lawrence in favor; Smith, Lomen, Warren and McLaughlin opposed. 

D. Funding Agreement with Asotin County, Aquatic Center
MOTION BY NASH/LAWRENCE to approve the funding agreement with Asotin County to fund the aquatic center.   Beadles reminded council that Clarkston voters voted to build the aquatic center and feels the citizens would like to see it supported. Warren said she is in favor of supporting the aquatic center, but until the stormwater issue is resolved she cannot support discretionary spending.  Motion carried: 4-3, Beadles, Lawrence, McLaughlin and Nash in favor; Smith, Lomen and Warren opposed.  
            	
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Approval of 50% Completion of Final Design for WWTP
PWD Martin reported that council approved design funding in the 2011 budget.  He is asking authorization to move forward with 50% of the design phase at this time.  Cost is $349,550 for 50%.  Martin said the city has been tentatively approved for a DOE loan for design of up to $975,000.  He said that accepting this loan would save the existing funds now allocated for design to offset some additional improvement that have been identified. He will provide more information to council about the DOE loan.  MOTION BY BEADLES/WARREN to authorize design at the 50% level.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FINANCE:
	Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/LOMEN to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for February 28, 2011 of $205,162.38. Motion carried. 
	
ADMIN/INTERGOVERNMENTAL: 
	Councilmember Lawrence said she made copies of the minimum level of order rules the council has previously adopted and read that section out loud. Lawrence said most meetings are orderly, but wanted to remind people that the council follows Robert’s Rules of Order.
	Lawrence said that she had a conversation with Dave Duncan of Department of Ecology who has reviewed the Respect Clarkston plan and says it does not meet the permit requirements. Lawrence said in light of that information she feels it is time that the council move forward with the plan we have in place and work around the fact that a utility has been rejected. 
	Mayor Engle stated that a workshop is in the planning for a future date.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:	
	Councilmember McLaughlin said that since Councilmember Smith cannot make it to Community Development, she will stay on the committee and McLaughlin would like to replace him on Public Works.  Councilmember Lawrence said she will fill in on Community Development until Smith can return to the meetings.
	Councilmember Nash said compromise is important and now might be the time to look at how the city might work with Respect Clarkston.
	Councilmember Beadles said he has had some discussion with Chief Hardin and feels progress is being made toward mutual aid.  He also said he had some conversation with Chief Gregg on the possibility of future ambulance consolidation.  Beadles said he spoke with other councilmembers about the conversation and it appears that rumors were started from those conversations. He said he was disappointed that his ideas were spread inaccurately.
	Councilmember McLaughlin said she appreciates the work Respect Clarkston has tried to do and doesn’t feel the city has worked hard enough to save the citizens money.
			
MEDIA QUESTIONS:
	Stephanie Smith, KLEW TV, asked if a mutual aid agreement with the County Fire District would be for ambulance or just for fire. Beadles said they are just discussing fire mutual aid at this time.
	Kevin Gaboury, Tribune, asked what the total cost of the remodel is now projected to be.  Nash said it is $865,000.
	Gaboury asked if Duncan had given specifics about what in the Respect Clarkston plan did not meet requirements.  Lawrence said she did not have specifics, but there were several items that did not meet requirements. 

ADJOURNMENT:
Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.


__________________________    		  __________________________________________
Vickie Storey, City Clerk			Donna M. Engle, Mayor


	Total Fund Expenditures, 2-28-11
	CK# 47481-47556
	$84,536.33

	Total Fund Expenditures,  
	
	

	Total Payroll,  2-15-11
	CK #47459-47480
	$120,626.05
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