
CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
BUDGET WORKSHOP  
December 2, 2008
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 5:30 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, Smith, McLaughlin, Lomen, Baumberger; Brewer excused
Staff Present:  Clerk Storey, PWD Martin, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper
BUDGET WORKSHOP

Council agreed to allow comments from the public prior to the workshop.


Bill Provost, 811 3rd St, commented on the sales tax and the county’s request for funding for the aquatic center. Provost said throwing more money at the center won’t solve the problem. He said that there needs to be a change in management philosophy so there isn’t an expectation that the center will be subsidized. 


Anna Kubiak, 2242 Deer Point Road, said the aquatic center is one of the few good things in the valley. It would be a blemish on the city to see any part of it shut down. She urged the council to give the county whatever they need to keep it fully open. 

Brian Nollette, 708 Chestnut, commented that many of the elderly residents use the pool for health reasons. He suggested the council opt out of the .03% and go back to the real estate excise tax. 


Kristin Kemak spoke on behalf of the Clarkston Chamber. The Chamber urges the city to opt out of the sales tax and reinstate the real estate excise tax.


Judy Higgins, 1744 Valleyview Dr., offered to help in any way she can. She said as a realtor she shows the aquatic center to people looking to relocate as an asset to the community. 


Wes Clizer, 2157 Appleside, commented that the governments need to work together. He said it doesn’t make sense to build something like the center just to close it. He said that marketing of the center probably needs to be addressed and improved. 


Several others spoke, all in favor of the city supporting the aquatic center. 


Councilmember Baumberger stated that at the top of his list for cuts would be discretionary spending and aquatic center funding is one of those items. He said this budget currently shows a $500,000 deficit in Current Expense. 

Councilmember Smith commented that the boat dock might have to be cut. Councilmember Warrant said the funding could come from another fund.  Community Development Committee wants to have fund 377 redesignated for community projects and it could be used for the dock. 


Councilmember McLaughlin said she thinks the council needs to step back and not purchase a new city hall building. Baumberger said that won’t solve the deficit in the 2009 budget because that purchase is currently a budget amendment to the 2008 budget. 


Councilmember Beadles commented that cost of living increases add about $30,000 each year but revenues don’t keep up with those increases. He wants to increase the aquatic center funding to $240,000.


Baumberger stated that the Port, the Health Department and the aquatic center all have tax funding now, so why should the city dig into our reserves to support them. He said removing all the discretionary items on the list would be a reduction of $293,000 and he also wants $600 from the fire department for a new chair. 


Mayor Engle asked council to consider salary increases for the non-represented employees. 6% is in the current budget. Beadles said he would be comfortable with a 3% increase. Consensus agreed to 3%.


Storey offered a list of possible reductions that the department heads had worked on. Those changes will be made. 


Warren said new information provided indicates that if the aquatic center closes on Sunday and makes some other changes to operations their deficit would be about $238,000. The city could contribute $240,000 of the sales tax and still have enough to replace the real estate excise tax based on current projections. Consensus agreed to increase the contribution to $240,000, with Baumberger disagreeing.


Change to bring the Street Department into balance include reducing tree removal by $5,000, reducing funds for new trees by $5,000, removing $14,000 from sidewalk construction and transferring $75,000 in from Street Reserve Fund. 

ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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