



CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
December 14, 2009
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, Lomen, Baumberger, Nash, Smith, McLaughlin 
Staff Present:  City Attorney Grow, Clerk/Treasurer Storey, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper, PWD Martin
AGENDA CHANGES:  

Councilmember Warren requested addition of a Community Development Committee report.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the minutes of the November 23, 2009 regular meeting.  Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public

B.  From the Mayor

Mayor Engle thanked the volunteers who helped with putting up the Christmas lights. 
C.  From Staff
Chief Cooper reported that the new ambulance was delivered today. 
PUBLIC HEARING: 

Public Hearing on Six-Year Transportation Plan

Mayor Engle opened the public hearing at 7:03 p.m.


Wanda Keefer, Port manager, asked the council to consider three items for the future transportation plans.  Keefer said the Port’s Riverfront Master Plan has identified a need to punch 10th Street through from Fair to Port Drive. She feels this would ease some of the traffic issues in the WalMart area. Keefer noted that it is difficult for pedestrians to cross Diagonal Street. She suggested that a “boulevard” treatment might be a solution. She also said that the Heart of Clarkston committee is looking at the possibility of creating bulb-outs along 6th Street. 

Councilmember Nash agreed that crossing Diagonal Street is difficult at times for pedestrians. 


There being no additional comments, Mayor Engle closed the public hearing at 7:09 p.m. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


 A.  Ordinance No. 1461, Ambulance Rates – 2nd Reading 

Ordinance No. 1461 was read by title. MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to adopt Ordinance No. 1461.  Motion carried. 


B.  Ordinance no. 1463, 2010 Budget – 2nd Reading

Ordinance No. 1463 was read by title.  MOTION BY WARREN/McLAUGHLIN to adopt Ordinance No. 1463.  Motion carried; 6-1, Baumberger opposed.
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Ordinance No. 1464, Amend 2009 Budget – 1st Reading

Ordinance No. 1464 was read by title. Clerk Storey noted that council received a revised copy because the provision for the new ambulance was left out of the copy in the packet. 
B. Resolution No. 2009-16A, Six-Year Transportation Improvement Plan
Resolution No. 2009-16A was read by title. MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to adopt Resolution No. 2009-16A. Motion carried. 

C. Re-assign Asotin County Sewer Treatment Agreement to PUD
City Attorney Grow informed council that the County’s sewer system is being transferred to the PUD as of January 1. This agreement is for the City to continue to treat the waste water for the PUD under the same terms. The agreement is for six months with a provision to continue on a month to month basis if a new agreement has not been finalized during that time period. 

Tim Simpson, PUD manager, said he appreciates the opportunity to work with city. 

MOTION BY McLAUGHLIN/NASH to authorize signature on the agreement for sewer treatment. Motion carried.

D. Proposed Agenda Change
Councilmember Warren reported that KLEW TV and the Tribune have asked for time at the end of the council meeting to ask questions.  MOTION BY WARREN/SMITH to add a time for media questions after Council Comments on the agenda. Motion carried.
E. Citizen Appointment to Public Safety Committee
Councilmember Warren said that Public Safety has received a request from Dick Jones to be reappointed to the committee.  MOTION BY WARREN/SMITH to appoint Jones for 2010. Motion carried. 

F. AWC Worker’s Comp Retro Program Renewal
Clerk Storey explained that the City has been a participant in the AWC Retro Program for several years. They assist with managing worker’s comp claims and provide training and assessments to help reduce claims.  MOTION BY BEADLES/McLAUGHLIN to continue in the AWC Retro Program for 2010. Motion carried. 

G. 2010 Public Defender Contract, Neil Cox
Councilmember McLaughlin reported that Neil Cox has submitted a contract to renew as public defender for 2010. The proposed contract includes a 2% increase in compensation. City Attorney Grow commented that the work load is increasing and expected to increase more next year due to staff reductions in the county prosecutor’s office. MOTION BY SMITH/WARREN to authorize the agreement with Neil Cox.  Motion carried.

H.  Change Order #3, City Hall
Public Works Director Martin explained that this change order is to bore under the street for conduit to connect communication systems between the new building and the existing building. MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to approve the change order for $5,254.34.  Motion carried. 

I.  Resolution No. 2009-17, 2010 Salaries for Non-represented Employees
Resolution No. 2009-17 was read by title. MOTION BY BEADLES/McLAUGHLIN to approve Resolution No. 2009-17.  Motion carried; 6-1, Baumberger opposed.

J.  Resolution No. 2009-18, 2010 Volunteer and Reserve Officer Compensation
Resolution No. 2009-18 was read by title. MOTION BY SMITH/LOMEN to approve Resolution No. 2009-18.  Councilmember Baumberger asked what a point equates to. Chief Cooper replied that a point is approximately an hour. 
MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/McLAUGHLIN to increase the compensation to $15.00 per point instead of $10.00. Councilmember Beadles asked what the impact would be. Clerk Storey said it would significantly increase the expenditures for volunteers. She also expressed some concerns about meeting Fair Labor Standards and the fact that this would be a higher compensation than the new reserve program would pay.  Mayor Engle suggested council might want to research some of the questions raised before making a decision. McLaughlin asked Baumberger what his reasons for the motion are. Baumberger said with the ambulance service we will be asking more of the volunteers and he would like to see them compensated accordingly. MOTION BY SMITH/BEADLES to table action until the next council meeting and refer it to Public Safety Committee for a recommendation. Motion carried. 
K.  Award Contract for Sidewalk Ramps

PWD Martin explained that there were three bids for sidewalk ramps. The low bid was Joe Weber Concrete Finishing at $20,578.19. Martin said he would recommend awarding the bid to Weber when we have received the intent to pay prevailing wage certification. MOTION BY SMITH/WARREN to award the bid to Joe Weber Concrete for $20,578.19 with the stipulation that he complete the required prevailing wage certificate prior to beginning. Motion carried. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

FINANCE

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/LOMEN to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for November 30, 2009 of $6,505.55 and expenditures for December 14, 2009 of $531,601.32.  Motion carried.
 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:

Councilmember Warren said the city received a letter from the Civic Theater asking for funding in the amount of $20,000. She suggested it be referred to Finance Committee. Councilmember Beadles said he feels the discussion should b held next year during the budget process. 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:


Councilmember Smith said he appreciates being a part of this council and working with the staff.

Councilmember Nash commented that the Chamber had a group of carolers who were very entertaining. He also thanked the police and street departments for the extra work during the Christmas parade.


Councilmember McLaughlin commented on the report showing how many hits the web site has had. It shows that a lot of people are using the site.


Councilmember Lomen commented that since the decision to start an ambulance service Clarkston seems to be the one everyone loves to hate. He said it was not our desire to break ties with all the other entities. 

MEDIA COMMENTS:

Brandon Macz, Tribune, asked Grow about the prosecution issue. Grow said that the County will review all cases carefully to if they should be prosecuted as a felony or a misdemeanor since the County prosecutor staff has been reduced. If more are charged as a misdemeanor they will become the City’s responsibility. 
ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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