CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES   
August 24, 2009
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Engle, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Present:  Warren, Beadles, Lomen, Baumberger, Nash, Smith, McLaughlin 
Staff Present:  PWD Martin, City Attorney Grow, Clerk/Treasurer Storey, Chief Hastings, Chief Cooper

AGENDA CHANGES:  

Add consideration of a grant application for Main Street Lighting project to New Business.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to approve the minutes of August 10, 2009. Motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS:
A. From the Public
B. From the Mayor
Mayor Engle spoke regarding the proposed agreement with City of Lewiston for ambulance services. She commented that the council has never responded to Lewiston and that she thought they should either accept or reject the agreement. Councilmember Baumberger replied that Public Safety Committee had reviewed and felt it ws premature to take any action on it since the city is in the process of applying for an ambulance license.
Mayor Engle said she had some questions about the wording in Ordinance 1462. Under the definition of Emergency Medical Services on page 2, “non-emergency transport services” seems to be unclear. Chief Cooper said it refers to means of transportation such as taxi cabs or public transit. Council agreed to add the following: (i.e. taxis, busses, etc.).

Mayor Engle again cautioned the council to carefully consider the total cost of providing an ambulance service and whether the EMS levy and user fees would be adequate to cover those expenses. 

Stan Paul, 834 6th Street, said he thinks using the word “perceived” in the definition of Emergency Medical Services could leave the city open when it comes to billing issues. After discussion it was agreed to remove the words “perceived individual” from the ordinance. 


Mayor Engle suggested that council hold a public forum so the citizens can have input and ask questions about the ambulance issue. 
C.  From Staff

Chief Cooper reminded everyone that school will open on Wednesday and to remember to drive carefully. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


None
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Resolution No. 2009-12, Lien Filing Fee

Resolution No. 2009-12 was read by title. MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve Resolution No. 2009-12.  Motion carried. 

B.  Authorize Mayor to Sign Agreement for Engineering Consulting

Councilmember Warren stated that Community Development Committee has reviewed the proposed contract with PACLAND for design and construction administration of the 5th & Bridge traffic revisions.  MOTION BY BEADLES/SMITH to authorize the mayor to sign the agreement with PACLAND.  Motion carried. 

C. Ordinance No. 1462, Amend CMC 2.60.010, Ambulance Provider

Ordinance No. 1462 was read by title

D.  Approve STOP Grant Application

MOTION BY BAUMBERGER/WARREN to authorize the STOP grant for victim witness services.  Motion carried. 

E.  Authorize Grant Application for Main Street Lighting Project

John Price and Wanda Keefer, representing the Heart of Clarkston, gave a brief presentation on the plans to beautify downtown with new street lighting. The asked the City to be the lead agency in applying for a grant through the Public Works Trust Fund to fund the lighting project. The project includes replacing the existing 24 street lights along 6th Street between Diagonal and Park Streets and adding an additional 18 lights. Because the new lights will be more energy efficient it is estimated that the energy costs would be reduced by about $220 per month. A strip of brick pavers would be installed along the outer edge of the sidewalk and electricity, water and sound lines would be installed underground. The tall poles will have brackets for hanging banners and the shorted ones will have brackets for flower baskets. Mayor Engle asked what the City’s responsibilities for the lights will be. Keefer said that Avista will own the lamps and lights and maintain them. The City will own the poles. The plan is to order two extra poles to have as spares for replacing any that get damaged. MOTION BY BEADLES/BAUMBERGER to authorize the grant application. Motion carried. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

FINANCE

Councilmember Beadles reported that all bills have been audited and approved for payment. MOTION BY BEADLES/NASH to approve the bills as read, total expenditures for August 25, 2009, of $163,666.40. Motion carried. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:


Councilmember Nash asked if adding a third bay at the fire station is only for housing the third ambulance and if so, does it need to be stored on site. Chief Cooper said it does need to be housed at the station and that three vehicles can’t be stored in the existing bay and leave any room to move between them. Buying a shorter vehicle would ease the space problem, but it would have less room for equipment. Nash asked what will happen to the two existing rescue vehicles. Cooper said the County’s vehicle would probably be returned to them and ours would be used for an extrication vehicle. Mayor Engle asked if there are plans to add a second floor over a new bay for sleeping quarters. Cooper replied that if the ambulance serves only the City there will be no additional personnel and no need for additional space. If we also served the County, he would anticipate a substation located in the county. 

Councilmember McLaughlin commented that there is a lot of confusion over this topic. Mayor Engle asked if she is proposing a public forum. McLaughlin said that people can come ask questions and sees no real need for a forum although she does not have a problem with having one. 

ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
__________________________    

  __________________________________________

Vickie Storey, City Clerk


Donna M. Engle, Mayor
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